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Honoring Those that Served
In May, four residents of the Health Pavilion
received the United States of America
Vietnam War Commemoration Vietnam
Veteran Lapel pin. This special recognition
is for United States military veterans who
served from November 1955 to May 1975.
This honor recognizes “the nation’s lasting
memento of thanks”. Residents Brian Bolger
(Army National Guard), Richard Murphy
(Army), Robert Carey (Army) and Ralph
Polito (Air Force) received the pin and this
special honor. MCC volunteer Paul Frye, who

MCC staff member Bambi Pugliese thanks Robert Carey
for his honorable service during the Vietnam War Era.

also served in Vietnam and is a pin recipient,
worked with the Parkway Center in Utica to
make these awards possible. At the Masonic
Care Community we are proud to honor and
recognize the sacrifice and bravery of these
veterans, and all of our resident veterans for
their service throughout the year.

Congratulations Joe Ciccone!
Masonic Care Community Employee of the Year

As MCC’s Safety and Security Supervisor, Joe has been with
MCC for over 10 years. In this role, Joe helps ensure the
safety of our residents, staff and visitors to the campus.
Over the past several years, that has included oversight of
our visitor screening areas to ensure that MCC is not only in
compliance with required New York State guidances, but also
in support of our strong infection control measures.
Joe is known for his warm disposition and good nature, as
well as the compassion he provides to our residents and their
families. He is quick to respond to needs and challenges when
they arise, and is known to go over and above the call of duty.
Joe is an amazing member of the MCC team and his dedication
to our residents and the MCC community is exemplary. Thank you Joe for all that you do in
support of our mission and the people who live at MCC, and congratulations!
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Saint John’s Day 2022
After two years,
the Masonic
Care Community
was honored to
host St. John’s
Day again on
our campus.
The festivities
included a picnic,
campus tours,
food trucks,
and a “Masonic
Expo”. On Friday
Fireworks light up the night behind
evening Masons
the Daniel D. Tompkins Memorial
Chapel for Saint John’s Day
from across the
state celebrated on the great lawn with a
picnic menu, games for the kids, and music
by the Midnight Riders and DJ Kevin Dundon.
Guests danced through the decades, wearing
costumes showcasing their favorite musical
era. Of course, a great celebration is never
complete without a bright and colorful
fireworks display and American Fireworks did
not disappoint!
On Saturday, MCC
staff provided
tours of the
campus, including
the Horticultural
Center and The
Neighborhoods
at Acacia Village.
Food trucks offered
items from fresh
lemonade to fried
dough, BBQ, and
everything tater
tots. Children’s
lawn games
Grand Tiler Chris Kessler
were
out again
chats with Acacia Village
resident Helga Flor
on Saturday and
families enjoyed the great lawn, good food,
and beautiful weather. Saturday also featured
several Masonic ceremonies to honor those
that have served both the Masonic fraternity
and our country. Herb Steele (see article on

page 7), received his 70-year Masonic apron
and Grand Master Kessler led a wreath-laying
ceremony to honor war veterans. MCC staff,
Brother Masons, and their families donated
nonperishable goods to fill up the Feed Our
Vets trailer helping to support local veterans
in need.
Grand Master
Kessler also
announced the
groundbreaking for
a new veteran’s
memorial garden
that will be built on
the MCC campus.
The festivities
continued with the
traditional parade
that celebrated all
areas of Masonry
from the youth
Kathleen Stein dressed up for
the Rewind the Decades picnic
groups, to war
veterans, to the
state officers. The parade brought many
together to cheer and shout for those
marching.
The Masonic Care Community is very grateful
for the donations that Brother Masons and
their Lodges presented over the weekend
including Pyramid Lodge #490, Warwick
Masonic Lodge #544, the Second Kings
Charities Fund, and the Orange-Rockland
District Masonic Association. Masons make a
difference every day, and the Masonic Care
Community benefits from that generosity.
We take great pride in our longstanding
relationship with the New York State
Fraternity and since 1893, the Masonic Care
Community has served over 19,000 men,
women, and children on our campus.
Thank you to all that joined us for the 2022
St. John’s Day celebration. We know that
next year, June 22-25, will be even more
spectacular, and we hope you can join us!
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Wiley Hall Centenarians
So many things have changed in the last
100 years. We’ve elected 18 different
U.S. Presidents, witnessed the very first
moon landing, seen technology advance in
unbelievable ways, and so much more.
Turning 100 years old is an incredible milestone
to achieve in a lifetime. Please join us as we
celebrate several resident celebrities at Wiley
Hall who have lived for over a century!
In honor of these individuals we asked Stanley
Davies, Genevieve Gigliotti, and Antoinette
LaPaglia about their experiences in the last 100
years.

1. How did you celebrate your 100th birthday?

Genevieve celebrated her 100th birthday at
Wiley Hall. The staff put together a birthday
cocktail party. They honored Genevieve at the
party by singing two of her favorite songs,
Singing in the Rain and New York, New York.

Antoinette LaPaglia celebrated her 101 birthday
on February 5. She was born and has lived
in the Utica area her whole life. She and her
husband Carmen wed when she was 16 and
he was 17 years old. They had four children,
two girls and two boys, and she now has 15
grandchildren as well as great grandchildren.
Antoinette worked at General Electric for 27
years while raising her children, and she also
cared for her father and her mother, and at
times, other members of her family.

2. What is your earliest memory?

Stanley recalls his first memory about 95 years
ago when he was 5 years old walking through
farm fields on the way to his grandmother’s
house.

3. What is the most amazing thing you have seen
in your lifetime?

Stanley Davies, Genevieve Gigliotti, and Antoinette
LaPaglia Wiley Hall Centenarians

4. What activities have you found most enjoyable
through the years?

Through the years Stanley has most enjoyed
being a part of the Masonic Fraternity as a loyal
Masonic Lodge Member.
Antoinette loves living at Wiley Hall. She even
temporarily left Wiley to live with family for a
year during the pandemic, but wanted to return
because she very much missed her life at Wiley.
Now that she is back, she enjoys rosary service
and visits from her large family who love her
very much.

5. What is one piece of advice you would give the
younger generation?

Antoinette said that family has always been
everything to her. When asked about her long
life, she shared that though there have been
difficult times, and great losses, her faith has
sustained her.

Genevieve shares “Always cherish your family.
Family is everything!”
Stanley’s advice is “Keep going.”

In 2002, Genevieve traveled to Copenhagen,
Denmark. She loved the simplistic atmosphere
of the country.
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Holiday Benefit Concert
			

December 9, 2022

We are excited to announce that the Trustees
of the Masonic Care Community are presenting
a special Holiday Concert event on December
9, 2022, featuring the Fenimore Chamber
Orchestra to benefit the Restoration Project for
the Daniel D. Tompkins Memorial Chapel.
Built in 1912, the Daniel D. Tompkins Memorial
Chapel is the most magnificent, and the oldest,
architectural structure on the Masonic Care
Community Campus. Dedicated to Daniel D.
Tompkins, the former Governor of the State of
New York (1807) and the former Vice President
of the United States (1807), Tompkins was an
enthusiastic member of the Masonic Fraternity
and Grand Master of Masons for New York State
in 1820.
The Chapel is a historic building of great
significance and features stunning stained
glass windows, including seven original Tiffany
windows, and the statue of Silence created
by artist August St. Gardens. The goal of the
Chapel Restoration Project is to preserve and
maintain this beautiful and historic building
including the repair of the Chapel organ, one of
the last remaining pipe organs in the state of
New York.
Believing that music has the power to inspire,
the Fenimore Chamber Orchestra will present
an extraordinary musical performance of
holiday classics on December 9, 2022. Maciej
Zoltowski, the Music Director for the Fenimore
Chamber Orchestra, studied composition
and conducting at the prestigious F. Chopin
Music University in Warsaw. He has received
numerous international awards and is wellknown worldwide as a conductor, composer,
and orchestra builder. He also serves as the
Music Director of the Catskill Symphony
Orchestra.
We welcome sponsorship support for this very
special event. If interested, please submit the
Sponsorship Commitment Form and return it
to us in the enclosed envelope. Or, if you would
like additional information about sponsorship,

The Chapel features stunning Tiffany stained
glass windows and the Silence statue created by
artist August St. Gardens

contact Michelle Smith, the Development
Manager for the Masonic Care Community at
smithmi@mccny.com or 315-798-4768.
We are also encouraging general donations
to the Chapel Restoration Project. You may
donate online at mccny.com/give, or submit
your gift in the enclosed envelope.
Individual ticket sales for the Holiday Concert
will go on sale in the fall of 2022. We are
honored to bring this event of the highest
level of artistic excellence to the Masonic Care
Community and we ask that you join us in
preserving the Daniel D. Tompkins Chapel and
once again filling it with the sound of inspiring
music.
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2022 SPONSORSHIP COMMITMENT FORM

2022 Holiday Benefit Concert | December 9, 2022
Masonic Care Community Chapel | Featuring the Fenimore Chamber Orchestra
Name/Organization: _____________________________________________________
Contact: ______________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: __________________ Zip: __________
Phone: _______________________ Email: __________________________________

		
Pledge/Support Details

		
		Platinum Sponsor ($5,000)

		•
		
•
		
•
		
•
		
•

Full page event program feature
Six complimentary concert tickets
Membership – 1893 Society (MCC’s Annual Donor Recognition Society)
Sponsorship recognition in event social media posts and MCC website
Feature article in MCC Community Newsletter (Distribution of 4,000+)

		Gold Sponsor ($2,500)

		•
		
•
		
•
		
•

Half-page event program feature
Four complimentary concert tickets
Membership – 1893 Society (MCC’s Annual Donor Recognition Society)
Sponsorship recognition in event social media posts and MCC website

		Silver Sponsor ($1,000)

		•
		
•
		
•
		
•

Quarter page event program feature
Two complimentary concert tickets
Membership – 1893 Society (MCC’s Annual Donor Recognition Society)
Sponsorship recognition in event social media posts

Payment Details:
		

Enclosed is my check 			

Please send an invoice

Please make all checks payable to Masonic Care Community
and use the enclosed envelope or mail to:
Michelle Smith
Development Manager
Masonic Care Community
2150 Bleecker St.
Utica, NY 13501

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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MCC Welcomes New Employees
The Masonic Care Community is excited to welcome Tiffany Niles, Donna Vadney, and Amina
Mekic to the MCC team.

Tiffany Niles is MCC’s new Director of Human Resources.
Tiffany has over ten years of human resource related
experience and has held positions at the Turning Stone Resort
and Casino, Chobani, and PAR Technology Corporation. Tiffany
has a Bachelor’s degree from The College of Saint Rose in
Albany, NY, and an MBA from SUNY Polytechnic Institute in
Utica. As Director of Human Resources, Tiffany will manage
all Human Resource related activities for MCC including
talent acquisition, benefits and salary administration, staff
development and education, and Union related activities.

Donna Vadney is the new Director of Acacia Home Care.
Donna has over 20 years of nursing and home care experience
to MCC. She has a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Russel
Sage College in Troy, New York, and has held previous positions
at St. Joseph’s Health Care in Syracuse and with the New
York State Public Health in Albany. As the Director of Acacia
Homecare, Donna will manage both the Licensed and Certified
Homecare agencies that provide home care for both long and
short-term patient needs.

Amina Mekic joins MCC as the new HR Business Partner.
Amina has worked in the area of Human Resources, most recently
working as a Human Resources Generalist for Hummel’s Office Plus.
Amina holds a Bachelor of Science from Roanoke College in Salem,
Virginia and will support Human Resources at the Masonic Care
Community as a trusted advisor to employees and MCC leadership.
As MCC’s Human Resources Business Partner, Amina will assist
in developing and executing strategies to attract, engage, retain,
motivate & develop talent, as well as ensuring alignment between
HR practices and business operations.

6

Presentation of 70-Year Apron
What does your donation to the Masonic Care Community
make possible? Herb Steel and his wife Helen would simply say,
“Everything!”.
Herb is a longstanding member of the Masonic Fraternity. Herb and
Helen are residents of the Health Pavilion, MCC’s skilled nursing
facility.
Herb’s father was a Mason, and Herb followed in his footsteps. He
is a member of Amityville Lodge No. 977. During St. John’s Day,
Grand Master Kessler presented Herb with his 70-year apron and
Herb shared what Amityville Lodge, Masonry and the Masonic Care
Community have meant to him, and to Helen:

“I’ve enjoyed all my life with the Masons, and thank God
they are here. We’ve been here one year now and I’m so
happy for the people who take care of us.”

Grand Master Kessler awarding
Herb Steele with his 70 year
apron alongside his wife Helen

See full video on
masoniccares.com

MCC Visits Cambridge Valley
Following the pandemic, MCC welcomes the
opportunity to visit Masonic Lodges across the
state to personally thank Brother Masons for
their support and provide an update on our
philanthropic activities at MCC.
Michelle Smith, MCC’s Development Manager,
was recently invited to present at Cambridge
Lodge #481 in Cambridge, NY. Master Albert
Nolette and other Brothers were in attendance
to learn more about MCC and the rich history
that surrounds our mission.

Since 1893, Brother Masons and Masonic
Lodges across New York state have supported
the Masonic Care Community, creating what is
known as the “jewel in the crown of Masonry”.
Our work would not be possible without your
support!
We welcome the opportunity to visit your
Lodge or District to share more about MCC. To
schedule a visit today, please contact Michelle
Smith at 315-798-4768.
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Masonic Care Community
2150 Bleecker Street
Utica, NY 13501

A Newsletter for Friends of the Masonic Care Community
Thank You Bank of Utica
Making a contribution to MCC means giving the
gift of community. We are proud to welcome
the Bank of Utica as the first sponsor for MCC’s
Holiday Concert to support the Daniel D. Tompkins
Chapel Restoration Project. The Bank of Utica has
a continuing and unwavering dedication to the
area’s citizens, businesses, non-profits and member
organizations and has served our community since
1927. Thank you to the Bank of Utica for your
dedicated support to MCC over the years and for
your most recent donation!

How to Give:
Online:

www.mccny.com/give

Mail :

2150 Bleecker Street
Utica, NY 13501

Phone:

(315) 798-4768

2150 Bleecker Street Utica, NY 13501 | (315) 798-4880 | www.MasonicCares.com

