Masonic Care Community

A Community
that Cares
Fall 2022 Edition

A Holiday Event to Remember
Tickets are now on sale for an incredible
holiday concert at the Daniel D. Tompkins
Memorial Chapel. On Friday, December 9
the Fenimore Chamber Orchestra led by
Music Director Maciej Zoltowski will perform
music by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, George
Frederick Handel, Leroy Anderson, and
Antonin Dvořák. This event will benefit the
Restoration Project to maintain and preserve
the Chapel, the most magnificent structure
on the Masonic Care Community campus with
original Tiffany stained glass windows and
the statue of Silence created by renowned
sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens.

The beautiful Daniel D. Tompkins
Memorial Chapel opened in 1912

We are very grateful to our concert sponsors
whose generosity has made it possible to
present tickets for this event for $20 per
person.
Click here to purchase your tickets today!
Purchased tickets will be available at will call
the day of the event. The concert begins at
7:00 PM, the doors open at 6:30, and seating
is on a first-come, first-served basis.
This will be an extraordinary musical event and
your support will help ensure the future of the
Daniel D. Tompkins Chapel, while also helping
to preserve the past.

Tompkins Chapel Alter
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Honoring a Loved One

The Masonic Care Community extends a
special thank you to the Sheerin family
for their gift in honor of a beloved family
member and resident, Bill Sheerin. In his
memory, a beautiful sunflower garden was
planted outside of MCC’s Health Pavilion for

residents to see and enjoy. As a member
of MCC’s residence council, Bill cared about
beautifying the grounds for the people who
lived here. His family honored that wish with a
very special donation, and we are so grateful
for their most generous support!

2022 Masonic Home Kids Reunion

The weekend of September 9 marked the
return of the “Masonic Home” kids to Round
Lake Camp in the Adirondacks.

Beginning in 1893 when the Masonic Care
Community first opened, indigent Masons,
their wives, and their orphans, came to live at
the MCC campus then known as the Masonic
Home. Through 1984, 969 children lived at the
Masonic Home. It is also amazing that some
of those children returned to their “Home” as
seniors and live here at MCC today. We mourn
the loss of one of those children, Iris Powell,
who recently passed away.
Round Lake was always a special place for the
Masonic Home kids as they spent each summer

Fred Dunlap, John Vafiades and George Vafiades
at the Masonic Home Kids Reunion

Masonic Home Kids Reunion 2022 - Round Lake

enjoying camp activities and the incredible
beauty of the private wooded property and lake
in the magnificent Adirondacks. For the past
several years, the Masonic Home Kid reunion
has not taken place because of the pandemic,
so the return of this event this summer was
truly special. Round Lake remains relatively
unchanged from when it was originally built, so
when visiting there, it is as if you have stepped
back in time. To all of the “Masonic Home”
kids and their families, we hope you enjoyed
your stay at camp and that it brought back
wonderful memories, while also providing the
opportunity to make new ones!
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Susan Niznik

Quarter Three Triple “E” Winner
Congratulations to Susan Niznik on a welldeserved recognition as the MCC third quarter
Triple E recipient!
Sue is incredibly dedicated to MCC and started
working as a member of the food service team
in 1978. After going to work as a medical
transcriptionist at St. Elizabeth Medical Center,
she rejoined the MCC team in 2013 as a
generalist in the Human Resource department.
After retiring in 2019, Sue returned to MCC in
2020 to help during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Sue currently supports the nursing department
as an administrative assistant.

Sue is an amazing role model and is known for
her patience and understanding. She is always
willing to assist anyone in need. Sue helps
support MCC’s resident council and states that
this is one of her most rewarding roles at MCC.
She relates to and understands the residents’
concerns and feels her best when she can lend a
listening ear.

Sue is known for her compassion and empathy.
“Working for the Masonic Care Community is
like working with family. My parents are older
and the age of the residents that live here, so in
many ways, I relate to them.”
During the height of the pandemic, Sue
unfortunately lost her father to COVID-19. Her
parents were married for over 60 years. Sue
shared that she received an outpouring of love
and support from the MCC family and following
the personal loss she experienced, it further
strengthened her ties to the staff and residents at
MCC.

As part of the nursing department, Sue sees how
hard the MCC staff works and how dedicated
they are, “The people who work here give
110%.”
Sue, we thank you for all that you do for the
Masonic Care Community and our residents and
congratulate you again on your special employee
award!

Thank You to Our Sponsors
Platinum

Gold

Silver

As the Masonic Care Community launched its Chapel Restoration Project and its first fundraising
event since the COVID-19 pandemic, we are grateful to our sponsors who are making the Holiday
Benefit Concert possible. If you, your organization, or your Masonic Lodge would like to join these
efforts in helping to support the Masonic Care Community, you sponsorship donation would be most
appreciated. Reach out to Michelle Smith today at 315-798-4768 or smithmi@mccny.com. Michelle
would be glad to assist you and share more about the benefits of sponsorship for this event.
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Masonic Care Community
2150 Bleecker Street
Utica, NY 13501

A Newsletter for Friends of the Masonic Care Community
Love of Humanity

Mara Mulligan, Director of Strategic Marketing and Philanthropy

As we approach the end of year giving season, I
have the honor and the privilege to ask for gifts to
the Masonic Care Community. As you are reading
this, I am asking for your philanthropic support for
our mission and the people who live here. If you
have not made a donation this year, please give as
there is still time to do so. Finally, if you have not
increased your gift level to Masonic Care Community
in some time, please consider adding a “little extra”
with your next donation, because that little extra
goes a very long way when added to gifts from
others all joining together because of their shared
love of humanity.

How to Give:
Online:

www.mccny.com/give

Mail :

Philanthropy... It is an incredible
and powerful force for good in this
world, and most certainly here at the
Masonic Care Community.

2150 Bleecker Street
Utica, NY 13501

Phone:

(315) 798-4768
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