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To all of my Brothers, Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
Thank you for your trust, support and confidence. 

Membership:
The Grand Lodge of New York is at a crossroads. The 

direction we now take will greatly determine our future 
for generations to come. There is a newfound interest in 
Freemasonry that is unparalleled in recent history. Gentlemen 
of exceptional character, high moral fiber, unshakeable 
integrity and motivated to make a contribution to our world 
are knocking on our doors in unprecedented numbers. We 
must be prepared to open our doors! 

We have hundreds of men in our membership pipeline 
waiting to become active Freemasons. Our lodges are in 
desperate need of these additional assets. Through the 
Guarding the West Gate Program and the Scottish Rite’s 
Path Forward Program, Freemasonry has been thrust into 
the mainstream consciousness of the general public.  Now 
we have to follow through on our promise to each of those 
interested men.

A successful membership program needs to be a two-prong 
effort. Recruitment and Retention. We often complain about 
the hurdles in attracting membership, but that is the easy part. 
Immersing these men fully into our lodges requires a lot more 
effort. We have to be cognizant that we are competing against 
an endless number of organizations for the same quality men. 
These gentlemen are also very selfish with their time and want 
to make sure their leisure time is spent prudently.

Recruitment must be honest and forthright. We need to 
be direct and concise in our message. Above all we must be 
consistent and timely in all our communications with the 
public. All means of communication need to be coordinated 
from face-to-face through the various social media platforms. 
One Message One Mission!  The divisiveness in society cries 
out for a sane, well-established platform that accepts upright 
men from various walks of experiences. Freemasonry is that 
organization! Our Principles and Tenets direct us to not only 
accept, but also to embrace diversity.

Retaining those Brothers that we have successfully Raised 
is a different and much more critical function. We need to 
create lodges that are well run, fiscally sound, ritualistically 
proficient, and esoterically expansive. If not, we risk losing 
those members we worked so hard to recruit. Not only will 
we lose them, but we will also forfeit any chance of attracting 
those in their immediate circle. In an attempt to assist every 
lodge in becoming a lodge of excellence, I am asking for your 
enthusiastic support of our Vision and Mission.

Our Vision is to:
Successfully move our Fraternity into the 21st century and 

beyond and to establish a Fraternity grounded in education, 

spiritual development, and Fraternal bonding. The following 
steps will help establish Our Mission:
 • Establish a learning culture
 • Promote our core values: Reverence for God, Love of 

  country, Integrity, Justice, philanthropy, and tolerance
 • Effective mentoring
 • Officer sponsorship
 • Enriched ritualistic environment
 • Inspirational and thought-provoking programs
 • Sound business practices; short and long term plans
 • Sound leadership
 • Enhanced membership involvement
 • Accountability
 • Transparency

Masons Make a Difference
This statement has always been our guiding force. But never 

has it been thrown into the forefront in our communities. 
During the past 18 months each of you has showed the world 
how much we really care. You have taken your obligations to 
heart and in some cases put it in overdrive. Not only did you 
take care of our distressed members, widows, and children, 
but you included the entirety of our neighborhoods. You 
organized food and clothing drives. You checked on the 
vulnerable and frail. You cut grass, shoveled snow, made house 
repairs, provided taxi service, and sometime you just sat and 
listened. And why did you do it?  

WHY! Because that’s what we do!
The good press that we received was greatly deserved and 

has increased our visibility.  Our lodges have to be ready for 
the increased public curiosity of our Craft. Grand Lodge will 
provide you with the tools, programs, and support in creating 
a positive and educational atmosphere to help you succeed. 
All of the educational and leadership material and courses 
that are available to district leadership will be extended to the 
individual lodges. Only by establishing a strong base can the 
upper levels of any organization thrive. My pledge to you is 
that we build from the bottom up.

Theodore Roosevelt Award
In this vein we are establishing a new award for Exemplary 

Police Service that honors members of the Police and Law 
Enforcement Departments, inclusive of all local Village, 
Municipality, County, State and Federal Organizations, to 
which the Grand Lodge and the Masonic Fraternity wish to 
express tangibly gratitude for the officer’s good character and 
his or her long and meritorious service, particularly in the 
fields of endeavor involving potential risk or adverse working 
conditions. The award recognizes much more than mere 
tenure and will be awarded where outstanding service has been 
performed and no other suitable form of official recognition 
Continues on to page 4 – From the Grand East
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has been made available. This award can be presented to 
Masonic and non-Masonic members of Law Enforcement. 
Brother Theodore Roosevelt proudly and diligently served 
as the President of the Board of the New York City Police 
Commission in 1895. He was a member in good standing of 
Matinecock Lodge  806 located near his residence of Sagamore 
Hill in Oyster Bay, New York. During his tenure with the New 
York City Police Commission, Theodore Roosevelt established 
the Meritorious Service Medal for worthy and deserving Police 
Officers on the beat. Theodore Roosevelt was well known 
amongst the rank and file for his early morning and late night 
habit of walking the very same beat that his officers walked. In 
his own words, Roosevelt said, “People don’t care how much 
you know until they know how much you care.”

Leadership & Education
As we entered the COVID crisis and we were forced to 

isolate, MW William Sardone gave permission to jump 
start my new Leadership and Education Initiative. From the 
beginning of the Zoom sessions it was apparent that there was 
a thirst for educational opportunities and a need to disperse 
these principles and strategies throughout the jurisdiction.

A core group of Brothers from the Leadership and Education 
Committee stepped forward to fill the void. We knew from 
surveys of the incoming district officers that they desired 
and needed a systematic process of education. A speakers 
program and leadership seminars were instantly set up. The 
speaker program covered both Masonic and non-Masonic 
topics and attracted Masonic leaders from across the country 
on a limitless number of topics. Something for everyone was 
the mission. Our Grand Lecturer presented a fifteen-part 
leadership seminar that was extremely well received. The 
overwhelming response to these programs re-enforced our 
belief that educational, ritualistic, and leadership workshops 
had to be a part of our continued philosophy.

With the assistance of the Trustees of the Masonic Hall 
and Home your Grand Lodge will undertake the financing 
of the world-renowned Maxwell Leadership model. This will 
be offered through a structured rollout of Train the Trainer 
symposiums. The plan is to grow our future leaders. The 
Maxwell Program will help us transform the way we conduct 
business. Many of the district leaders and many of the L&E 
team participated in the initial seminars. In addition, many 
of the projects will lay the foundation for future educational 
programs. Courses will be held virtually, regionally and on 
a local basis. For the convenience of our members, they will 
be in modular form and will only require membership to 
participate. 

Social Media
There is a need for Freemasonry in the world today. Society 

is more divided and polarized than at any time over the past 
one hundred years. Our Principles and Tenets set us up as a 
uniting force. We view compromise and diversity as a strength 
not as a weakness. We must not give in to the divisive rhetoric 
that permeates our society. These are challenging times. The 
world is too small and our time is too short. Our wisdom is 
too limited and the philosophy of winning at someone else’s 
expense is destructive. We must all triumph together. Let’s 
all resolve to make life gentle. We must concentrate on what 
unites us, not what divides. That is our strength. All we need 

to do is follow our teachings and not give in to temptation. 
The edict of MW Jeffrey Williamson will be strictly adhered 
to.

Website
The Grand Lodge of New York is a multi-million dollar 

organization. It is time that we have a website that truly 
reflects our history, our assets, our mission, as well as our 
core values.  Although our current site has an abundance of 
useful information, it does not present a uniform presence. 
The website must reflect all that we are and why we are a 
worthwhile organization where men of status can accurately 
research us.

I am currently involved in negotiations to develop a world-
class site that we can all be proud of. The first objective of a 
website is to firmly establish the branding of the organization.  
Visitors and members visiting our site must always be aware 
that they are at the official Grand Lodge of New York’s website. 
The message has to be concise and consistent. The website 
has to efficiently communicate with our audience. It must be 
easily updated and look visually pleasing.  It requires a whole 
range of skills, most of which are beyond our comfort zone.

Successful branding just doesn’t happen, it is created. Like 
any creative process, there is a methodology to building a 
successful brand. While our brand is known, the public does 
not know what it stands for. We need to develop a platform that 
is solid with messaging and structure with long-term stability. 
We need a messaging program that is clear and relevant. 

Each component of our platform must be interconnected 
so that it reflects Freemasonry’s life and personality. We 
must design a product that not only conveys our assets but 
distinguishes us from competitors. We need to design our 
website so that the public feels exactly about Masonry as we 
want them to.

Grand Master’s Executive Committee
An Executive Committee composed of the Deputy Grand 

Master, Senior Grand Warden, Junior Grand Warden, Grand 
Treasurer, Grand Secretary, Judge Advocate, Proctor, and any 
other Brother that the Grand Master deems necessary will be 
established. The purpose of this committee is to consult with 
the Grand Master and share any concerns, observations, or 
make suggestions that are pertinent to the governance of the 
Grand Lodge of New York. This committee will also serve in 
an advisory capacity at the behest of the Grand Master. The 
committee will meet electronically or in person throughout 
the year as needed with the ultimate goal of keeping the 
leadership of Grand Lodge well informed, on the same page 
and on target.

Battle Within
In the past 40+ years, since the end of the Vietnam War, we 

have lost more American heroes due to suicide than all foreign 
wars and conflicts in that time period combined. Despite 
the very best efforts of family, friends, the VA, and scores of 
highly dedicated veteran’s based organizations, approximately 
20 veterans each day are lost to us due to complications from 
wounds and injuries we cannot see.

That’s 7,200 brave men and women a year who volunteered 
and swore an oath to God to protect and defend our country. 
They proved this commitment, many seeing and experiencing 
the unimaginable in our name. Unfortunately, they made it 

Continued from page 2 – From the Grand East
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through one war, only to come home to fight another. The 
Battle Within Project Foundation was set up to raise awareness 
of this unacceptable statistic. Please join our cause. Support 
this project in your lodges and districts.  Build a Memorial 
Garden; sponsor a “Let’s Talk” bench. Consider purchasing 
one or more of my wife Joanne’s Battle Within Pins.

Masonic Brotherhood Fund
The Masonic Brotherhood Fund is the Charity arm of our 

Fraternity. The Fund provides a much-needed vehicle for 
raising and collecting moneys that augment and sustain our 
various Masonic Projects and Entities, such as the Masonic 
Care Community, the Masonic Medical Research Institute, 
the Chancellor Robert R Livingston Masonic Library, Camp 
Turk, Disaster Relief, the MW Carl J. Smith Tompkins 
Chapel Organ Restoration, to name a few. But of paramount 
importance, the Masonic Brotherhood Fund provides much-
needed funds for our indigent and financially distressed 
Brothers, their Families, and Widows and Orphans.

At this time I would like to offer my genuine thanks and 
appreciation to each of you for your continued and generous 
support. The purpose of this Fund is to assist our Masonic 
families with those unforeseen and sometime catastrophic 
tragedies that can destroy a family unit. While we hope and 
pray that no one needs to be a recipient of our charitable 
donations, history and the Holy Bible teach us that we 
have a moral duty and promise to be our brother’s keeper. 
Thankfully, the Masonic Brotherhood Fund allows us to fulfill 
that promise.

In addition to our established funds, we will also 
concentrate on the Veteran and Military Outreach Projects. It 
has previously been mentioned that we will be offering “The 

Battle Within” ladies’ pins and also Special Cufflinks for the 
Brethren in a concerted effort to raise funds for this most 
important program. I am very pleased to incorporate as part 
of the Masonic Brotherhood Fund the “Teddy Bears for Vets” 
Program hosted by the Masonic War Veterans. Research has 
proven that many of our hospitalized veterans feel isolated 
and have very few visitors. They are in need of some joy and 
company. With your kind donation, you can donate a Teddy 
Bear to a deserving veteran and make his or her life a little 
brighter. The advent of the Teddy Bear began when Brother 
Teddy Roosevelt in an act of chivalry and charity declined to 
harm a small bear while on a hunting trip. This episode in 
history led to the creation of the Teddy Bear popular among 
children.

In closing, I want to thank each of you for all you have done 
and will continue to do on behalf of our beloved Freemasonry. 
Please remember that this is your Grand Lodge. The elected 
and appointed officers are here to serve you. Please do not 
hesitate to contact any of us with your thoughts, concerns, 
questions and requests. As Brothers we accomplish a lot, but 
together we can accomplish most anything.  

FREEMASONRY YESTERDAY, 
FREEMASONRY TODAY, 

FREEMASONRY FOREVER!!

MW Richard J. Kessler
Grand Master

New Room Blooms in New Rochelle
The expansion of New York Masonry isn’t just in members 

and Lodges. We have a new Lodge Room as well.
On September 27, 2021 the American Orchid Room at 

Masonic Care New Rochelle was dedicated. Joining in the 
ceremony was MW Walter C. King Jr., Grand Master Prince 
Hall Masons. In addition, we opened a time capsule and we 
unveiled a rough ashlar and a perfect ashlar. 

Lodges are already meeting in this room. DeMolay is, as 
well, and there are more to come. 
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Farewell Note

Brethren All, we managed to have 
a full Grand Lodge Session on 

October 23, 2021. These sessions 
need months of advance planning. 
When we decided to move along 
with the date, New York City had 
COVID constraints making it 
clear we could not have it there. 

We checked colleges, convention centers, theaters and more. 
Availability was scarce and so was their ability to meet our 
needs. We turned to the Masonic Care Community in Utica, 
NY.

We had an aggressive plan. Perhaps it was an omen of 
things to come, but two years earlier in October of 2019 we 
held our first and successful Special Communication on the 
Utica Campus. Tried and true, it was now imperative that we 
hold our full-scale Annual Communication on this hallowed 
ground. The plan took over all available buildings: motor 
pool, gym, chapel, administration building, auditorium and, 
of course, portable lavatories. We had stairs for the gym stage 
constructed, installed A/V screens with ties to other buildings, 
and more.

Hundreds of Masons converged on the campus. Thanks 
to RW Rob Raffle, Executive Director of the MCC, and his 
staff and the Grand Lodge Convention Committee, with 
RW Donald Mattson as the Chair, we had an orderly day of 
business and installation.

During this term you began a major project at the Masonic 
Care Community with the Horticultural Center and you 
completed it. As it turns out, this became the center of the 
Campus for socially distant meetings, growing vegetables and 
flowers and a place for our residents to spend time with nature. 
It is up and working.

We expanded our focus on time with nature and now have 
beehives, thanks to Grand Beekeeper RW Pat Imbimbo. 
These hives not only pollinate the area and orchards, but they 
also supply honey, which will be available for residents and 
members (while supplies last). More hives are on the way.

During this term our Trustees of the Masonic Hall and 
Home expanded our geographic footprint. Masonic Care New 
Rochelle now has several Lodges that meet there, including 
a Prince Hall Lodge and a Chapter of DeMolay. Rebuilding 
continues to take place. We recently dedicated the Lodge room, 
which is now called the American Orchid Room. RW Richard 
Bateman, Grand Pursuivant, researched the possibilities and 
found that the Orchid was cultured in the Botanical Gardens 
of New Rochelle.

A vacancy on the Trustees of the Masonic Hall and Home 
allowed us to increase our expertise with the addition of RW 
Alonza Lloyd. In the short time he has been a Trustee, he 
has used his skills to optimize, enhance and save money—all 
good things. RW Alonza is also now the Chair of the George 
Washington Masonic Historic Site at Tappan Committee and 
they have seen an increase in professionalism in this short time.

RW Stephen Getman provided leadership during these 
important growth years and we appreciate his service to 
our country as well as our Fraternity. In recognition of RW 
Getman’s dedication and hard work as he takes a well-deserved 
retirement, we honored him with Emeritus status. Hitting the 
ground running, RW Stephen Cohen is a welcome addition 
to this Board.

While the tenants at Masonic Hall have all but left because 
of COVID, Lodges are starting to come back. It is great to 
see the halls filled with members and now filled with works of 
art from our Library. Instead of storing our artwork in a back 
room, the President of the Chancellor Robert R Livingston 
Masonic Library Trustees, RW Steve King, has worked with 
the Masonic Hall and Home’s House Committee to display 
them on all the floors. 

This term saw the streamlining of the Education Assistance 
Program. The program assists children and grandchildren 
of Masons in their college education. In addition, there are 
opportunities for Masons to receive college aid. Check this 
issue of the Empire State Mason for details.

The Trustees of the Hall and Home and the Library work 
closely together on various projects. We also work with the 
Directors of the Masonic Medical Research Institute. RW 
Robert Hewson as the President and RW David Schneeweiss 
as Chairman continue the difficult task of taking research to 
new heights. Dr. Maria Kontaridis continues to draw scientific 
talent to this globally renowned institution. 

While we have a large fraternal side, we also have a business 
side that is handled by Grand Secretary RW Richard Schulz. 
He and Assistant Grand Secretary RW Richard Bateman 
and I worked with Director of Finance Klara Bolotovsky to 
discover better ways to streamline our business model and 
increase services in an expeditious manner. Their efforts are 
most appreciated.

A recent Past Grand Masters call revealed that these leaders 
bring about 400 years of experience to the table. This combined 
wisdom supported me on multiple occasions during these 
strange times. Not to utilize this think tank of knowledge 
would have resulted in poor decisions. As I take my place at 
the end of their line, I look at them in awe of their dedication 
and passion.

You have been there for the Horticultural Center and there 
is still opportunity. The Brick Company is back online and 
bricks will start coming in again next month. Order forms 
can be found on NYMASONS.ORG. And remember when I 
asked for Model Trains? I still need your help. See the special 
article in this issue of the ESM.

In 2017 I learned of  the program known as the “Path 
Forward.” This is basically a list of men who want to join 
Scottish Rite but are farmed out to us to become Masons 
first. You have heard me say that the only true revenue we 
have is quality Masons. You have also heard me promote 
our NorthStar program, introduced by MW Jeffrey M. 
Williamson, Past Grand Master. These types of programs take 
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to time to cultivate, educate and operate. We have Lodges 
with year-long waiting lists, Lodges seeking dispensations for 
special Degree meetings. Our billboards brought six new men 
to one Lodge, alone. In Goshen, NY a new billboard brought 
out local members for inspection, which attracted local law 
enforcement. These Police Officers have been invited to the 
next Lodge event.

You have seen and will see new Lodges formed. This is not 
accidental. We have gauged that the Path Forward Program has 
about a 1% return. The names are fed into NorthStar and the 
NorthStar results bring men into Lodges. Our NorthStar yield 
is about 20%. This success has attracted other jurisdictions, 
including international jurisdictions. My view is to continue 
to incorporate the Path Forward leads into NorthStar and 
clinch the deal with the best advertisement we have: your 
smile and your friendliness.

In my address at the Grand Lodge session, printed in full 
elsewhere, I described my privilege to fulfill a request. While 
in Utica, I received a call from St. Albans Lodge 56. The Junior 
Deacon’s dad had been elected to membership but before any 
Degrees could be conferred the shutdown came. The man was 
then diagnosed with terminal cancer and he was now lying in 
his living room, under Hospice care. The special request was 
to make him a Mason-on-Sight. 

I went that night from Utica to Hicksville. A few Lodge 
members were there and, surrounding Mr. Gerard Loomis, 
I conferred the ceremony of Making-a-Mason-on-Sight. His 
son pinned his gown with our Masonic logo. I held his hand 
and told him he was no longer just Mr. Loomis, but now he is 
also our Brother. He opened his eyes for a moment and a few 

days later Brother Loomis passed to the Celestial Lodge.
I constantly look for what more can be done. That is why 

Masonry Never Stops—we always have new opportunities 
and new successes. You have watched me give messages from 
tractors, forests, chapels. You have seen the elf on a shelf, train 
conductor, groundhog day, doctor, construction worker, chef, 
baseball player, a honey bee and more. I did two Telethons and 
the Brother George Washington Inaugural Reenactment on 
Video. We have done cornerstones, time capsules and more. 
Those of you who have heard my messages, seen my videos, 
read my letters know I have unending subjects to speak to.

I wish MW Richard J. Kessler and his Grand Line good 
health and success. He has been a trusted partner with unending 
patience as we waded through government guidelines.

I have said before and I will say it again: I am a lucky man 
to be here at this time and place to serve you. I will never 
forget the journey we have taken together. You are the reason 
Masonry Never Stops.

Before a DeMolay Master Councilor receives the gavel he 
is told that he “has risen from the ranks for a short time and 
to the ranks he will soon return.” I now return to the ranks as 
Brother Bill Sardone.

God bless each and every one of you. God bless our Great 
Masonic Fraternity and God bless the United States of 
America.

MW William M. Sardone
Grand Master 
(2018 - 2021)

But Officer…

All know of the NorthStar Program brought 
to us by MW Jeffrey Williamson. It was clear 

that this was going to help grow Masonry. And it 
has!

Over time, the members also saw its possibilities 
and asked for enhancements. Billboards were 
the next step and have been popping up all over 
the jurisdiction. All Lodges in the vicinity of the 
billboards have seen an increased interest.

When this billboard went up, RW Bill Fitzhenry 
was so proud. He and Lodge members went to 
look at it. So did police officers who wondered 
why men were looking up at a billboard.

Bottom line: the friendly hand of our members 
was extended, they took a group picture and they 
invited the officers to the next Lodge function. 
Masonry Never Stops.
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ADDRESS OF THE MOST 
WORSHIPFUL WILLIAM M. 
SARDONE, Grand Master of 

Masons in the State of New York, 
presented at the 239th Annual 
Communication of the Grand 

Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons 
of the State of New York on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at 

the Masonic Care Community in Utica, New York.

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER

RW Deputy Grand Master, MW Past Grand Masters, 
members of the Grand Line and most importantly 

Members of our Grand Lodge:
We have weathered the storm together. While the waters 

appear to be calmer, we still have some rocky moments to deal 
with. In other words, COVID is still with us. As I type this, 
three Districts had to close activities for a week since members 
tested positively for COVID.

This is a far cry from closing an entire jurisdiction, but when 
we did, you adjusted. And for that I thank you. As we were 
confronted with constraints established by our government 
officials, we adapted and continued to maintain Masonic 
continuity.

We have started a major project at the Masonic Care 
Community with the Horticultural Center and you completed 
it. As it turns out, it became the center of the Campus for 
socially distant meetings, growing vegetables and flowers, and 
a place for our residents to spend time with nature.

We expanded our time with nature and now have beehives, 
thanks to the Grand Beekeeper RW Pat Imbimbo. These hives 
not only pollinate the area and orchards, but they also supply 
honey, which will be available for residents and members 
(while supplies last). More hives are on the way.

Thanks to our Trustees of the Masonic Hall and Home, our 
geographic footprint continues to expand. Masonic Care New 
Rochelle now has Lodges meeting there as well as DeMolay. 
Rebuilding continues to take place. We recently dedicated 
the Lodge Room, which is now called the American Orchid 
Room. RW Richard Bateman researched the possibilities and 
found that the Orchid was cultured in the Botanical Gardens 
of New Rochelle. 

Thanks to a vacancy on the Trustees, we were able to increase 
our expertise with the addition of RW Alonza Lloyd. In the 
short time he has been a member of the Trustees, his skills have 
optimized, enhanced and saved money. All good things. RW 
Alonza Lloyd is also now the Chair of the George Washington 
Historic Masonic Site at Tappan Committee and they have 
seen an increase in professionalism in this short time, as well.

While the tenants at the Masonic Hall in New York City 
have all but left because of COVID, Lodges are starting to 
come back. It is great to see our Halls filled with both members 
and with works of art from our Livingston Masonic Library. 
Instead of storing our artwork in a back room, the President 

of the Library Trustees, RW Steve King, has worked with the 
Masonic Hall and Home’s House Committee to display these 
historic works of art on all the floors of the building. These 
treasures will periodically be rotated to different locations 
within the Masonic Hall.

You have heard that the Trustees of the Masonic Hall and 
Home have obtained property in Henrietta, NY. This is where 
they have begun establishing senior housing in that part of the 
state, as well. Plus, these stewards of Grand Lodge are taking 
care of Round Lake, better known as Camp Turk. They have 
also streamlined our Education Assistance Program, a program 
designed to assist children and grandchildren of Masons with 
their college education as well as providing opportunities for 
Masons to receive college tuition aid. Check the next issue of 
the Empire State Mason for details.

The Trustees of the Hall and Home, the Directors of the 
Masonic Medical Research Institute, and the Trustees of the 
Chancellor Robert R Livingston Masonic Library work closely 
together on various projects for the benefit of the Craft. Both 
RW Robert Hewson, the President and RW David Schneeweis, 
the Chairman of the Board of the Masonic Medical Research 
Institute, continue the difficult task of taking medical research 
to new heights. We know that failed research is really a success. 
It eliminates options so you can move on to something else. 
Dr. Maria Kontaridis continues to draw scientific talent to this 
globally renowned institution.

I would be remiss if I did not take a moment to praise 
the good work of our dedicated Staff at the Masonic Care 
Community, the George Washington Historic Masonic Site 
at Tappan, the Masonic Hall and Camp Turk. These fine men 
and women go above and beyond to work with the Masonic 
Fraternity and make our properties shine. As Masons, we are 
always welcomed at these locations.

As Grand Master, I look out over a very large, multifaceted 
and busy jurisdiction. A jurisdiction that depends on structure, 
innovation and creativity. Luckily, this Grand Lodge has a 
diverse group of dedicated District Deputy Grand Masters and 
Grand Lodge Staff Officers. Add in the Gung-Ho spirit of the 
Assistant Grand Lecturers and we have constant movement 
and constant opportunities.

I have always said these appointments are not prison 
sentences and you have stayed the course. For that I am 
eternally grateful. But more so, your Lodges and members are 
the ones who truly benefitted from your labors. Please accept 
my humble thanks and gratitude.

Today, we are not at Masonic Hall in New York City. We are 
not an elevator trip away from items that are needed. We are 
here in Utica, NY where we have built a Grand Lodge session 
under difficult circumstances. There are plenty enough moving 
parts when we have the Annual Communication in the City 
of New York. But here in the middle of the State in Utica, NY 
those parts are still moving. The Grand Lodge Convention 
Planning Committee chaired by RW Donald Mattson, in 
tandem with the never-ending patience of RW Rob Raffle, 
the Executive Director of the Masonic Care Community, have 
allowed us to take over every building of this magnificent 
campus to meet, greet and eat.

The address
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I am pleased to announce that the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
and the Grand Lodge of New York have resumed discussions. 
The pandemic drew attention away from our initial issues. 
There may be some positive movement over the next month 
or so. As a reminder, our concern is that the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland took in three expelled NY Master Masons and has 
not acknowledged the sovereignty of our New York System. 
The Grand Master Mason of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 
Ramsay McGhee, and I remain cordial. We both would like to 
put this unpleasant incident behind us.

While we have a large fraternal side, we also have a business 
side that is handled by our Grand Secretary RW Richard T. 
Schulz. He and I, along with the Assistant Grand Secretary, 
RW Richard W. Bateman, put our heads together with our 
Director of Finance, Mrs. Klara Bolotovsky, to keep our 
operation running smoothly. Collectively, we waded through 
better ways to streamline our business model and increase our 
services to you. Their efforts are most appreciated.

My thanks to the Deputy Grand Master, RW Richard J. 
Kessler. I am fortunate to have him as someone to depend on. 

On a recent Past Grand Masters’ Conference Call, it was 
noted that they collectively bring about 400 years of experience 
to the table. Experience that I leaned on multiple times during 
these strange and trying times. Not utilizing this think tank 
and wealth of knowledge would have resulted in many poor 
decisions and missteps. As I take my place at the end of their 
line, I will still look at them in awe of their dedication and 
passion for the Craft.

But not everyone agreed with the decision to keep the Grand 
Lodge in a “in person tiled venue” as opposed to utilizing a 
virtual platform. So much so that the negative conversation 
was taken to social media. While that conversation gathered 
a few comments, I called each of those that posted. I simply 
asked them how they can help me do this. And none had an 
answer.

At a recent 225th anniversary of Granville Lodge  55, the 
invited Senator spoke to his frustration that most of his 
territory did not have broadband. A territory where many of 
our members live. Two of our Concordant Bodies held their 
annual meetings virtually and we know they had problems 
with hearing the speakers, and/or muted attendees that could 
not be heard, etc.  I do feel that the technology will improve 
someday. But it is still difficult to be in a tiled meeting with 
hundreds of voting members and still have the assurance 
of security, privacy, accuracy and no dogs barking. (Pants 
optional).

As previously mentioned, you have been there with support 
for the Horticultural Center.  The Brick Company is back 
online and bricks will start coming in next month again. 
Please refer to the order forms on NYMASONS.ORG. 

Remember I asked for Model Trains?  (video). I need your 
help, to help others.

You have been there with unselfish financial support for the 
Masonic Brotherhood Fund.  Many Brothers in this room 
have bought masks, flashlights, tools, etc. in support of this 
worthy fund. I have held you by your ankles and shaken the 
nickels and dimes from your pockets. And here is an example 
of what you have supported.  (video)

In 2017 I sat with the Scottish Rite Strategy person, Linda 

Patch. She showed me the program she designed the year 
before and was getting ready to roll out. It is known as the 
“Path Forward.” This is basically a list of men who want to join 
the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, but are farmed out to us 
for follow-up to first become Masons.

You have heard me say that the only true revenue we have 
is quality Masons. You have also heard me promote our 
NorthStar program. A program that was brought to us by Past 
Grand Master, MW Jeffrey M. Williamson. Programs such as 
this are not overnight successes. They take time to cultivate, 
educate, and operate. As a result, we are seeing Lodges with 
waiting lists that could take over a year to process. There are 
many Lodges that are asking for dispensations for special 
meetings to have degrees. Our roadside billboard project has 
brought six new men to one Lodge alone in Scotia, NY.

In Goshen, NY a billboard went up and the members of the 
local Lodge came out to see it. This large gathering attracted 
the attention of the local law enforcement. But, like good 
Masons they all shook hands and took a picture together and 
the Police Officers were invited to the next Lodge event.

You have seen and will see new Lodges formed. That is not 
an accident.

We (and other jurisdictions) have found that the Path 
Forward Program has about a 1% return. The names of these 
potential candidates are put into our NorthStar program for 
tracking and follow-up. It is without a doubt that the NorthStar 
Program does in fact bring men to Lodges.  Our return on 
the NorthStar Program is about 20%. In fact, our NorthStar 
Program is so successful we have actually been joined by other 
jurisdictions on our calls, including international jurisdictions.

Not keeping the NorthStar Program and enhancing its reach 
will clearly stunt our growth.  My view is to keep incorporating 
the Path Forward leads into the NorthStar Program and 
continue investing in the best advertisement we have. Your 
smile and your friendliness. It’s a winning combo.

On September 11, 2021, I, and the Grand Line, dedicated 
the renewal of a pedestal in Vestal, NY. A pedestal that is about 
15 feet high, with Brother George Washington on top in his 
Masonic Apron, holding a trowel. The pedestal is adorned 
with Masonic Emblems on all sides.

Brother Washington looks great, the pedestal does not. 
Unfortunately, it was at a point where it was going to be 
taken down. Not only that, Brother Washington stands atop 
this pedestal and looks over scores of graves. All Masons. A 
combined effort led by RW Scott Kinne, our Trustees of the 
Masonic Hall and Home, and the Cemetery has started the 
process of rebuilding this pedestal. 

It was a day of renewal in many ways. September 11th will 
always remain cemented in our hearts and minds after those 
devastating attacks. We took a moment of time to remember.  
And later that day converged at Cortlandville Lodge  470 
where the first of two “Welcome Back to Masonry” days was 
held.

The 2nd event was held at the DeWint House in Tappan. We 
had a combined attendance of 400 attendees as we planted a 
tree in Tappan to remember past and present members.

On September 26, 2021 while in Utica, NY I received a 
Continues on to page 10 – The Address
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call from Stewart Manor - St. Albans Lodge 56 in the Nassau 
District. The father of the Junior Deacon had petitioned the 
Lodge, was favorably voted on, went through the West Gate, 
and then the pandemic shutdown came. During that time, 
our Brother’s dad was diagnosed with terminal cancer and the 
Lodge asked if I could make him a Mason-on-Sight. I was not 
taken aback by the request, but by the situation.

I said I can get there on Thursday. They said the ceremony 
would have to be held in his living room under hospice care. I 
said I will do it that night, but all I had was my golf shirt and 
slacks since I was doing work in Utica.

I drove from Utica to Hicksville, donned my Apron and 
Collar; a few Lodge members were there and we surrounded 
Mr. Gerard Loomis with a circle of brotherly love as I conferred 
the ceremony of Making a Mason-On-Sight. His son pinned 
his gown with our Masonic Logo. I held his hand and told him 
that when I entered his home he was Mr. Loomis. And now he 
is our Brother. He opened his eyes for a brief moment as we all 
took deep breaths. A few days later Brother Loomis laid down 
the working tools and traveled to the Celestial Lodge Above.

Do I look at what more can be done? Constantly! But that is 
why Masonry Never Stops.  We always have new opportunities 
and successes. For those of you who have heard my message, 
seen my videos, read my letters, you know I have unending 

subjects to speak to.
I have said before and I will say it again. I am a lucky man to 

be here at this time and place to serve you. I will never forget 
this journey we have taken together. 

You are the reason Masonry Never Stops. God Bless each 
and every one of you. God Bless our Great Masonic Fraternity 
and God Bless the United States of America.

Sincerely and Fraternally,

 MW William M. Sardone
 Grand Master

 Attested to by:

 RW Richard T. Schulz
 Grand Secretary

Continues from Page 9 – The Address

Copyright, 2021
Richard T. Schulz

Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York

BeeWatch

This is a honey of a deal! The beehive industry 
at the MCC, under the watchful eye of Grand 

BeeKeeper Pat Imbimbo and Brother Bob Butler, has 
grown and prospered. (The Deputy Grand BeeKeeper 
helped a little, too.)

The Masonic analogy is a reality at the Masonic Care 
Community. But as in everything we do, we think big. 
At least eight more hives have been donated. That is a 
lot of busy bees.  With hundreds of pounds of honey 
processed from just four hives, think of what will be 
produced with twelve or more hives. Which means we 
will need help.

Want to be a beekeeper? Let us know. Contact 
pasqualeimbimbo@aol.com. Brother Pat is the man! 
And once again, NY Masonry is a-buzz with potential.
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Grand secretary
RW RichaRd T. schUlz 
Grand secretary
Masonic Hall
71 West 23rd Street
New York NY 10010
212/337-6644
grandsecretary@NYMasons.org Be It Known

November 10, 2021

TO:  The	Officers	Of	The	Grand	Line,	aLL	PermanenT	
members,	 disTricT	 dePuTy	 Grand	 masTers,	 Grand	

swOrd	bearers,	Grand	direcTOrs	 Of	ceremOnies,	Grand	
sTewards,	 Grand	 chaPLains,	 aLL	 emeriTus	 Grand	 LOdGe	
Officers,	 TrusTees	 Of	 The	 masOnic	 haLL	 &	 hOme,	
direcTOrs	 Of	 The	 masOnic	 medicaL	 research	 insTiTuTe,	
TrusTees	Of	The	chanceLLOr	rOberT	r	LivinGsTOn	masOnic	
Library	Of	The	Grand	LOdGe	Of	new	yOrk,	eLecTed	Grand	
POsT	Of	The	masOnic	war	veTerans,	cOmmissiOners	Of	The	
cOmmissiOn	Of	aPPeaL,	Grand	LOdGe	cOmmiTTee	members,	
aLL	 Officers	 Of	 The	 disTricT	 Grand	 LOdGe	 Of	 syria	 –	
LebanOn,	Grand	rePresenTaTives	Of	OTher	Grand	LOdGes,	
assisTanT	 Grand	 LecTurers,	 and	 TO	 aLL	 wOrshiPfuL	
masTers,	 seniOr	 &	 JuniOr	 wardens,	 Treasurers	 and	
secreTaries	Of	each	LOdGe	under	The	JurisdicTiOn	Of	This	
Grand	LOdGe:

BE IT KNOWN, that at the Two Hundred and Thirty-
ninth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, opened at 
Masonic Care in New Rochelle, NY on May 3, 2021, and 
reconvened at the Masonic Care Community in Utica, NY on 
October 23, 2021, the following Brethren were elected, and 
proclaimed Grand Lodge Officers for the ensuing year:

MW Richard J. Kessler Grand Master
RW Steven Adam Rubin Deputy Grand Master
RW Robert L. Hogan Senior Grand Warden
RW Peter C. Stein Junior Grand Warden
RW Joseph J. Saglimbene Grand Treasurer
RW Richard T. Schulz Grand Secretary
ALL OF THE ELECTED OFFICERS named above were 

duly installed on Saturday, October 23rd at the Two Hundred 
and Thirty-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, 
reconvened at the Masonic Care Community in Utica, NY, 
upon the George Washington Inaugural Bible (King James 
Version) belonging to St. John’s Lodge  1 of this jurisdiction.

COMMISSIONERS OF THE COMMISSION OF 
APPEAL elected or reelected were: RW Jeffrey W. Halbreich, 
for two years in place of RW Jeffrey W. Halbreich, term 
expired in 2020; RW James Holden, Jr., for two years in place 
of RW James Holden, Jr., term expired in 2020; RW Louis 
R. Rosenthal, for three years in place of RW Louis H. Juers, 
Deceased 2/21/2021, Term expired in 2021; RW Edward T. 
Bartels, for three years in place of RW Joseph A. Quarequio, 
term expired in 2021; RW Michael E. Storck, for two years 

in place of RW Michael E. Storck, term expired in 2020; 
Continuing in unexpired terms are: RW Marino Cesarini, 
(Chief Commissioner), (2022); and RW Gilbert C. Ferrer, 
(2022).

TRUSTEES OF THE MASONIC HALL AND HOME 
elected or reelected were: RW Steven M. Cohen, for two years 
in place of RW G. Stephen Getman, term expired in 2020 and 
retired in 2021; RW Christopher J. Hough, for three years in 
place of RW Christopher J. Hough, term expired in 2021; RW 
Nathan D. Lipper, for two years in place of RW Nathan D. 
Lipper, term expired in 2020; RW George Filippidis, for two 
years in place of RW Kurt Ott, deceased 12/16/2019, term 
expired in 2020; RW David P. Spenser, for three years in place 
of RW David P. Spencer, term expired in 2021; RW Michael 
J. Siegel, for three years in place of RW Michael J. Siegel, term 
expired in 2021; and RW Alonza F. Lloyd, for one year in 
place of RW Joseph J. Saglimbene, Resigned in 2021, for the 
unexpired term until 2022. Continuing in unexpired terms 
are: RW Keith W. Heinrich, (2022); and RW G. Michael 
Morris, (2022). 

DIRECTORS OF THE MASONIC MEDICAL 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE elected or reelected were: RW 
Michael A. Chaplin, for two years in place of RW Michael A. 
Chaplin, term expired in 2020; RW David D. Goodwin, for 
three years in place of RW David D. Goodwin, term expired in 
2021; RW Paul A. Guerrero, for two years in place of RW Paul 
A. Guerrero, term expired in 2020; RW Robert A. Hewson, 
for two years in place of RW Robert A. Hewson, term expired 
in 2020; RW Richard J. Miller, Jr., for three years in place of 
RW Richard J. Miller, Jr., term expired in 2021; RW Virgilio 
S. Quijano, for three years in place of RW Virgilio S. Quijano, 
term expired in 2021; RW Sheldon B. Richman, for two years 
in place of RW Sheldon B. Richman, term expired in 2020; 
RW Paul E. Mossberg, for three years in place of RW Francesco 
Santoni, term expired in 2021; RW David F. Schneeweiss, for 
three years in place of RW David F. Schneeweiss, term expired 
in 2021; RW Frank B. Williams, for two years in place of RW 
Laurence I. Sussman, Resigned, term expired in 2020; and 
RW Laurence I. Sussman, for Director Emeritus. Continuing 
in unexpired terms are: RW Alvaro F. Quiroga, (2022); RW 
Vincent Cunzio, (2022); RW James D. Swan, Jr., (2022); RW 
Peter R. Gray, (2022); and RW Pasquale Imbimbo, Jr., (2022).

TRUSTEES OF THE CHANCELLOR ROBERT R 
LIVINGSTON MASONIC LIBRARY OF GRAND 
LODGE elected or reelected were: RW Martin V. Benedict, 
Sr., for two years in place of RW Martin V. Benedict, Sr., term 
expired in 2020; W Aram Adishian, for three years in place of 
RW Edward A. Chiani, term expired in 2021; RW Marlon S. 
Continues on to page 12 – Be It Known
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Gayadeen, for three years in place of RW Marlon S. Gayadeen, 
term expired in 2021; RW Carl J. Klossner, for two years in 
place of MW Edward G. Gilbert, term expired in 2020; RW 
Rodney K. Cuoto, for three years in place of RW Clifford T. 
Jacobs, term expired in 2021; RW C.F. William Maurer III, 
for three years in place of RW C.F. William Maurer III, term 
expired in 2021; RW Demetrios G. Melis, for two years in 
place of RW Demetrios G. Melis, term expired in 2020; RW 
David A. Pearlmutter, for three years in place of RW David A. 
Pearlmutter, term expired in 2021; RW Frank C. Rice II, for 
two years in place of RW Frank C. Rice II, term expired in 
2020; RW Erik M. Strohl, for two years in place of RW Erik 
M. Strohl, term expired in 2020; RW Edward T. Bartels, for 
one year in place of RW Marlon Thomas, Deceased 3/25/2021, 
for unexpired term until 2022; and MW Edward G. Gilbert, 
for Trustee Emeritus. Continuing in unexpired terms are: RW 
Stephen S. King, (2022); RW Walter E. Cook IV, (2022); RW 
David F. Velkas, (2022); and RW Lawrence B. Wolff, (2022).

DIRECTORS OF THE MASONIC WAR VETERANS 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, INC. elected or reelected 
were: RW Stephen S. Dreizler, for one year in place of RW 
Stephen S. Dreizler, term expired in 2021; W Harrison 
Greene, for one year in place of W Harrison Greene, term 
expired in 2021; W Raymond Roche, for one year in place 
of W Raymond Roche, term expired in 2021; RW Frederick 
J. Newton, for one year in place of RW Frederick J. Newton, 
term expired in 2021; and RW Donald T. Kuhner, for one 
year in place of RW Carl R. Hoyt, Sr., term expired in 2021.

GRAND LINE OFFICERS appointed or reappointed 
were: RW John Haslam, Sr., Grand Marshal; RW Spiro 
Triantafilis, Deputy Grand Marshal; RW Lawrence M. 
Kania, Senior Grand Deacon; RW Alberto G. Cortizo, Junior 
Grand Deacon; RW Donald G. Williams II, Grand Standard 
Bearer; RW Peter G. Unfried, Deputy Grand Standard Bearer; 
RW Gary L. Heinmiller, Grand Historian; RW Richard C. 
Friedman, Grand Lecturer; RW Michael G. Postiglioni, Judge 
Advocate; RW Mark J. Loughran, Proctor; RW Richard W. 
Bateman, Assistant Grand Secretary and Grand Pursuivant; 
RW Christopher A. Kessler, Grand Tiler; and our six Grand 
Organists: RW Donald C. Hamman; RW Eric S. Howd; 
RW Jordan I. Kaplan; RW Frank L. Miller; RW Stephen A. 
Rumpf; and RW Francis K. Wilcox. 

DISTRICT GRAND LINE OFFICERS FOR THE 
DISTRICT GRAND LODGE OF SYRIA - LEBANON 
appointed or reappointed were: RW Fouad Khalife, District 
Grand Master; RW Michel Timonian, District Grand 
Secretary; and MW  Raffy H. Timonian, (GM of Grand 
Lodge of the Republic of Lebanon) Liaison Officer & District 
Grand Secretary Emeritus.

AWARD PRESENTATIONS:
THE GRAND LODGE MEDAL FOR DISTINGUISHED 

ACHIEVEMENT was presented to Brother Scott F. Wolter, 
a Master Mason in good standing of Wayzata Lodge 205 of 
Wayzata, Minnesota. Brother Wolter is a renowned Forensic 
Geologist and Petrographer, Explorer, Researcher, Author and 
Television Show Presenter, Host and Personality. The Grand 
Lodge Medal for Distinguished Achievement was presented 
by Grand Master William M. Sardone during the morning 
session of the Annual Communication on Saturday, October 

23, 2021 for his manifold dedication to the Masonic Fraternity. 
Brother Wolter has brought the gentle message of our beloved 
Craft through books, film and television to millions of people 
around the globe thirsting for knowledge.

THE CHARLES H. JOHNSON MEDAL was presented 
to the following deserving Brethren: RW G. Michael Morris, 
Trustee of the Masonic Hall and Home; RW Nathan D. 
Lipper, Trustee  of the Masonic Hall and Home; RW George 
Filippidis, Trustee of the Masonic Hall and Home; RW James 
A. Cobb, North Country Regional Assistant Grand Lecturer; 
and MW William M. Sardone, Past Grand Master.

THE ROBERT R LIVINGSTON MEDAL was presented 
to the following deserving Brethren: RW Edward T. Bartels, 
Grand Marshal; RW David J. Menegon, Senior Grand 
Deacon; RW Scott D. Peat, Grand Standard Bearer; and RW 
Anthony F. Adamo, Grand Tiler.

THE GEORGE PETER MEDAL was presented to the 
following deserving Brethren: MW Raffy H. Timonian, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Lebanon and District 
Grand Secretary Emeritus of the District Grand Lodge of 
Syria-Lebanon; MW Leon G. Zeitounalian, District Grand 
Secretary of the District Grand Lodge of Syria-Lebanon and 
Honorary Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Armenia.

THE KHALED E. TABET MEDAL was presented to the 
following deserving brother: RW Tarek Issa, District Grand 
Master of the District Grand Lodge of Syria-Lebanon.
I.	 THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON LAW 

ENFORCEMENT recommended the acceptance of 
the following addendum to the Committee’s Report as 
published in the Annual Report Booklet on the Grand 
Lodge’s Website:
a) The Committee on Law Enforcement had the 

opportunity to examine and review the Books, 
Accounts, and Records of Ad Orientem Lodge 
U.D.; and found everything to be in due and proper 
form. As such the Committee in concert with the 
Grand Secretary, Judge Advocate, and Chairman of 
the Charters Committee recommended to the Grand 
Lodge of New York with the consent of the Central 
Leatherstocking District that a Charter be Granted 
and subsequently Issued to Ad Orientem Lodge  
1194, F. & A.M.

b) The Committee on Law Enforcement had the 
opportunity to examine and review the Books, 
Accounts, and Records of Juan Pablo Duarte Lodge 
U.D.; and found everything to be in due and proper 
form. As such the Committee in concert with the 
Grand Secretary, Judge Advocate, and Chairman of 
the Charters Committee recommended to the Grand 
Lodge of New York with the consent of the Seventh 
Manhattan District that a Charter be Granted and 
subsequently Issued to Juan Pablo Duarte Lodge  
1195, F. & A.M.

c) The Committee on Law Enforcement had the 
opportunity to examine and review the Books, 
Accounts, and Records of Jacques de Molay Lodge 
U.D.; and found everything to be in due and proper 
form. As such the Committee in concert with the 
Grand Secretary, Judge Advocate, and Chairman of 

Continued from page 11 – Be It Known
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the Charters Committee recommended to the Grand 
Lodge of New York with the consent of the Fourth 
Manhattan District that a Charter be Granted and 
subsequently Issued to Jacques de Molay Lodge  
1196, F. & A.M.

The above addendum To The RepoRT and RecommendaTions 
was appRoved by The voTe of GRand LodGe.

II.	 PROPOSAL AND AMENDMENT FOR SECOND 
READING AND FINAL APPROVAL TO THE 
CONSTITUTIONS:

1) THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 
CONSTITUTIONS recommended the passage 
of the following proposed amendments to the 
CONSTITUTIONS: 
The Grand Lodge Committee on CONSTITUTIONS 
received the following proposed Amendment to Section 
250 Chapter II-A, et al, of the CONSTITUTIONS, which 
was approved during the last Annual Communication on 
the First Reading submitted by RW David F. Schneeweiss, 
Chairman of the Board of the Masonic Medical Research 
Laboratory:
Proposed CONSTITUTIONS Amendment 
Amends Chapter II-A, et al
Name Change to:   Masonic Medical Research Institute
On March 29, 2018, the name of the Masonic Medical 
Research Laboratory was officially changed to the Masonic 
Medical Research Institute. This proposal adjusts all 
references thereto throughout the CONSTITUTIONS, 
Masonic Law, and elsewhere as affected. 
Proposal
Chapter II-A. Et al 
All references to the “Masonic Medical Research 
Laboratory” in the CONSTITUTIONS, RULES OF 
ORDER, Masonic Law and elsewhere as it may appear 
shall be adjusted to reflect an official name change to 
“Masonic Medical Research Institute.” This change has no 
effect on any other provision. The title will read:
Chapter II-A
Masonic Medical Research Institute
(Formerly Masonic Medical Research Laboratory; 
and formerly Masonic Foundation for Medical Research and 
Human Welfare)

The above pRoposed amendmenT was appRoved on The 
second ReadinG and finaL voTe of GRand LodGe.
2) THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 

CONSTITUTIONS recommends the passage of the 
following proposed Amendment to Section 405 of 
the CONSTITUTIONS, which was approved during 
the last Annual Communication on the First Reading 
submitted by RW Michael G. Postiglione, Proctor:

Addition is in bold.  
Proposal
Amendment to Section 405 of the CONSTITUTIONS of the 
Grand Lodge of the State of New York: 

Sec. 405, A brother who has been convicted of a felony by the 
judgment of a court of law of competent jurisdiction shall, 
forthwith, stand suspended from all the rights and privileges 
of Masonry until such judgment shall be reversed or set aside 
or until a Masonic trial shall have resulted in the acquittal 
of the brother of charges based upon such judgment or until 
such suspension shall have been terminated by the action of 
Grand Lodge. It shall be the duty of the Master of the Lodge 
of which such brother is a member to present a complaint 
against the brother, or cause the same to be presented against 
him, in the manner prescribed in the Code of Procedure, which 
complaint shall state the fact of such conviction. It shall be 
the further duty of the Master to notify the accused of his 
suspension and to report the fact of such suspension in open 
Lodge. A person found guilty after due Masonic trial of an act 
or conduct constituting a felony under the laws of the State 
of New York and which shall involve moral turpitude shall be 
punished by expulsion. Accordingly, any Mason convicted, 
by plea or otherwise, of any crime or attempt to commit 
a crime, requiring registration as a sex offender, in New 
York or another State or Country, must be expelled and 
considered ineligible for Restoration.
After discussion, the Proctor agreed to modify the original 
text of the proposed amendment replacing the word 
“accordingly” with the phrase “notwithstanding” and 
removing the phrase “or another State or Country”. The 
modified text reads “Notwithstanding anything contained 
in Section 405, any Mason convicted by plea or otherwise, 
of any crime or attempt to commit a crime, requiring 
registration as a sex offender, in New York State, shall be 
expelled by the Grand Master forthwith and considered 
ineligible for restoration”. 
The above pRoposed amendmenT as modified was appRoved 
on The second ReadinG and finaL voTe of GRand LodGe.

III.	 NEW PROPOSALS & REPORTS:
1)	 THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 

FINANCE recommended the passage of the following 
proposed 12-month Fiscal Year 2021 - 2022 Budget 
of the Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of the State of New 
York (June 1, 2021 through May 31, 2022):

OPeraTinG	revenue	&	OTher	suPPOrT:
Fees & Dues $1,169,427
Lodge Services (Net)  110,000
TOTaL	revenue	&	suPPOrT:	 	 $1,279,427
OPeraTinG	exPenses:
Annual Communication $196,000
Print & Distribution of Proceedings 33,000
Transition to New Grand Master 18,500
Salaries and Related Costs 950,339
Grand Lodge Office Expense 520,420
Grand Lodge Officer’s Travel 148,000
Grand Lecturer’s Costs 40,000
Committee Expenses 150,300
Insurance 116,000
Other Masonic Endeavors 91,000
TOTaL	OPeraTinG	exPenses:	 	 	$2,263,559

Continues on to page 14 – Be It Known
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chanGe-neT	asseT	befOre	nOn-OPeraTinG	
revenue	and	OTher	suPPOrT:	 ($984,132)

nOn-OPeraTinG	revenue	&	OTher	suPPOrT:
Investment Income $180,000
Grand Lodge Fund 3,000
Other Income (Net) 891,342
Transfer to Reserve Fund (90,000)
TOTaL	nOn-OPeraTinG	revenue	&
OTher	suPPOrT:	 	 	$984,342
Change in Net Assets $210

Grand	TOTaL	surPLus	/	(deficiT)	 	 	$210
The above pRoposed budGeT was appRoved by The voTe of 
GRand LodGe.

2)	 The	 Grand	 LOdGe	 cOmmiTTee	 On	
consTiTuTions	received a Proposition to Amend 
Section 503 of the CONSTITUTIONS and Section 
628(b) of the Masonic Law submitted by the Deputy 
Grand Master’s Advisory Committee as follows:
Current Language of Section 503 of the 
CONSTITUTIONS and Section 628(b) of the 
Masonic Law read: 
Section 503: No Lodge shall meet on Sunday for 
Masonic Labor other than the obsequies of a Mason.
Section 628(b): On Sunday, no Lodge shall meet on 
Sunday for Masonic Labor other than the obsequies 
of a Mason.
The Proposed Amendment for Section 503 of the 
CONSTITUTIONS and Section 628(b) of the 
Masonic Law shall be as follows:
Drop Section 503 and renumber Sections 504 
through 509 to become Sections 503 through 508.
Section 628(b) of the Masonic Law shall become Null 
and Void.

The above pRoposed amendmenT was appRoved on The 
fiRsT ReadinG by The voTe of GRand LodGe and awaiTs 
finaL appRovaL and RaTificaTion aT The nexT annuaL 
communicaTion.

3)	 The	 Grand	 LOdGe	 cOmmiTTee	 On	
consTiTuTions	 received a Proposition to 
Amend Section 110 of the CONSTITUTIONS 
submitted by the District Deputy Grand Masters 
of the Second Manhattan District and the Eighth 
Manhattan District.
The Proposal is to consolidate the Second Manhattan 
District and the Eighth Manhattan District whose 
name shall be the Metropolitan District. 

The above pRoposed amendmenT was appRoved by The fiRsT 
and finaL voTe of GRand LodGe in keepinG wiTh secTion 
504 of The consTiTuTions, which aLLows foR The 
consoLidaTion of disTRicTs by a sinGLe voTe of GRand 
LodGe.

IV. WITHDRAWN OR TABLED PROPOSED 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTIONS:

1)	 THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 
CONSTITUTIONS received two propositions 
seeking to Amend Section 103 of the 
CONSTITUTIONS, one submitted by the Grand 
Secretary and one submitted by the Deputy Grand 
Master’s Advisory Committee.

The above Two pRoposiTions afTeR discussion weRe TabLed by 
The voTe of GRand LodGe and ReTuRned To The appRopRiaTe 
commiTTees foR fuRTheR sTudy.

2)	 THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 
CONSTITUTIONS received a proposition seeking 
to Amend Section 123 of the CONSTITUTIONS 
submitted by the Grand Lecturer.

The above pRoposiTion afTeR discussion was wiThdRawn by 
The GRand LecTuReR. 

V.	 REJECTED PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CONSTITUTIONS
1) THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 

CONSTITUTIONS received a proposition seeking 
to Amend Section 340 of the CONSTITUTIONS 
submitted by the Grand Lecturer.

The above pRoposed amendmenT was ReJecTed by The 
voTe of GRand LodGe.

2) THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 
CONSTITUTIONS received a proposition seeking 
to Amend Section 801 of the CONSTITUTIONS 
submitted by the Deputy Grand Master’s Advisory 
Committee.

The above pRoposed amendmenT was ReJecTed by The 
voTe of GRand LodGe.

VI.	NEW PROPOSALS OF AMENDMENTS TO THE 
RULES OF ORDER
1-a) As a point of reference, the current Language of 

Section XIX of the RULES OF ORDER reads as 
follows: 
Section XIX: The Grand Secretary shall provide for 
each Annual Communication ballots in sufficient 
number, each having thereon the words “Yes” - “No” 
to be used in voting upon propositions.

1-b) THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 
CONSTITUTIONS received a proposal to Amend 
Section XIX of the RULES OF ORDER submitted 
by the Grand Secretary as follows:
Proposed amended language for Section XIX of the 
RULES OF ORDER: Deletions are striked through; 
Additions are in Italics.
Section XIX: If electronic voting is not available, 
the Grand Secretary shall provide for each Annual 
Communication ballots in sufficient number, each 
having thereon the words “Yes” - “No” to be used in 
voting upon propositions.

1-c)  THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 
CONSTITUTIONS received a proposal to Amend 
Section XIX of the RULES OF ORDER submitted 

Continued from page 13 – Be It Known
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by the Deputy Grand Master’s Advisory Committee 
as follows:
Proposed amended language for Section XIX, Rules 
of Order and Section 2 and Section 283 (XVI) of 
Masonic Law of the Grand Lodge of New York: 
Deletions ~ strike-through Additions = Italics
Section XIX:  The Grand Secretary shall provide at 
each Annual or Special Communication of Grand 
Lodge ballots in sufficient number or with sufficient 
availability, each having thereon the words by 
which the voting Brethren may clearly register 
a vote of “Yes”or“No,” to be used in voting upon 
propositions.
Section 2: Ballot: The word “ballot” is a generic  
term, which includes every variety of object or 
device, including all forms of tangible articles and 
intangible systems, by which a secret vote may be 
taken entered, recorded, and reported. 

1-d) After further review and discussion, the Grand 
Secretary and the Deputy Grand Master’s Advisory 
Committee agreed to the following modification:
Section XIX: For all communications the Grand 
Secretary shall provide and have available back-up 
ballots in sufficient number, each having thereon the 
words, “yes - no” to be used in voting on propositions 
and blank ballots for the election of Grand Lodge 
Officers, if electronic voting is not available or goes 
down. 
Masonic Law, Section 283 would be updated to read 
the same as the above. 
Masonic Law, Section (2) b. Ballot. The word 
“ballot” is a generic term, which  includes every 
variety of object or system by which a secret vote 
may be taken.

The above pRoposed amendmenT as modified (paRaGRaph 
1-d deLineaTed above) was appRoved by The voTe of 
GRand LodGe.

1) THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 
CONSTITUTIONS received a proposal to Amend 
Section XI-3 of the RULES OF ORDER and Section 
344 of the Masonic Law submitted by the Deputy 
Grand Master’s Advisory Committee.

The above pRoposed amendmenT was wiThdRawn by 
The depuTy GRand masTeR’s advisoRy commiTTee.

2) THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 
CONSTITUTIONS received a proposal to Amend 
Section XI of the RULES OF ORDER submitted by 
the Deputy Grand Master’s Advisory Committee.

The above pRoposed amendmenT was wiThdRawn by 
The depuTy GRand masTeR’s advisoRy commiTTee.

3) THE GRAND LODGE COMMITTEE ON 
CONSTITUTIONS received a proposal to Amend 
Section IIIa of the RULES OF ORDER submitted by 
the Grand Lecturer.

The above pRoposed amendmenT was ReJecTed by The 
voTe of GRand LodGe.

vii.	 The	 Grand	 masTer	 entertained a motion, which was 
seconded and affirmed by the vote of Grand Lodge, to 
accept the Annual Reports of Grand Lodge Officers, 
Committees and Entities submitted and posted to the 
Grand Lodge’s Website and not verbally presented 
during this Annual Communication due in part to time 
constraints.

The above RepoRTs weRe appRoved by The voTe of 
GRand LodGe.

viii.	 The	 cOmmiTTee	 On	 JurisPrudence presented three 
separate reports covering the reporting periods of May 
2020, February 2021, and May 2021. Copies of the said 
reports will be posted to the Grand Lodge’s Website and 
will appear in the Grand Lodge Proceedings of 2021. 

The above RepoRTs of The masonic JuRispRudence 
commiTTee weRe appRoved by The voTe of GRand LodGe.

ix.	The	 cOmmissiOn	 Of	 aPPeaL	 tendered an oral Annual 
Report summarizing their previously written Annual 
Report on matters that had been pending before the 
Commission these past two years. The written Annual 
Report is currently posted to the Grand Lodge’s Website 
and it will appear in the Grand Lodge Proceedings of 
2021. 

The above RepoRT of The commission of appeaLs was 
appRoved by The voTe of GRand LodGe.
The	Grand	secreTary	when	caLLed	uPOn	fOr	annOuncemenTs	
at the close of the meeting reported that the Annual Reports of 
the Grand Lodge Officers, Committees and Entities that were 
submitted to the Grand Secretary’s Office are on the official 
nymasons.org website. To access these reports and other 
pertinent information, go to the Grand Secretary’s page on the 
website and Click on ANNUAL REPORTS. The Password is 
GLProc2021. Click on Proceedings. The 2019 Proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge of New York are also included within this 
link as well.
The	Grand	masTer	annOunced	that those Masonic Lodges 
whose names and numbers were reported by the Office 
of the Grand Secretary as being delinquent in filing the 
previous year’s Grand Lodge Per Capita Dues, Grand Lodge 
Fees, Annual Returns (Census Report), current IRS Form 
990 and/or current Certificate of Elections required by the 
CONSTITUTIONS and the Grand Master’s Edict, have until 
the end of the calendar year to resolve these issues. Otherwise, 
those Lodges that remain delinquent beyond December 31st 
will be subject to the suspension of their respective Charters 
by order of the Grand Master.
The	 Grand	 masTer	 annOunced that, in accordance 
with Section 103 of the CONSTITUTIONS, the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master would convene the 240th Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge at the Masonic Hall, 
New York City, on Monday, May 2nd and Tuesday, May 3rd, 
2022. The Grand Master further announced that the Minutes 
of the 239th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
would appear in the published Proceedings of this Grand 
Lodge. 
Continues on to page 16 – Be It Known
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MW Richard J. Kessler
Grand Master

Grand Master Kessler has a lengthy personal and Masonic 
biography. His work responsibilities, for example, 

include thirty-seven years with the City of Buffalo in the 
Buffalo Sewer Authority (BSA). His expertise was in the 
areas of Payroll, Administration, Process, Purchase and 
Predictive Maintenance. In the latter focus, he established 
and maintained a Predictive Maintenance Program for the 
BSA. He became an instructor for IVA Wastewater Treatment 
Operators and worked in conjunction with the Department of 
Environmental Commission. It was also his duty to coordinate 
with outside contractors.

In his community MW Kessler has been involved in youth 
hockey for twenty years. He was Treasurer of the Bud Bakewell 
Hockey Association from 1985 to 1994 and President from 
1994 to 2004. He was simultaneously Secretary of the Western 
New York Hockey Association from 1994 to 2004. Brother 
Richard is a member of the New York State Amateur Hockey 
Association. He received the Bridge Builder Award in 2004.

Brother Kessler’s Lodge history shows he was Raised in 
Occidental Lodge 766 on April 22, 1993. He served as 
Worshipful Master in 2001 and Secretary from 2004 to 2016. 
He has been Ritual Advisor from 2000 to the present.

In District work Brother Kessler was Assistant Grand 
Lecturer for the 2nd Erie District in 2005 and he served as 
District Deputy Grand Master in the 1st Erie District from 
2006 to 2008. He was President of the Erie County Wardens 
Association in 2000 and President of the Erie County Masters 
Association in ’01. He then served as President of the Erie 
County Past Masters Association in 2005. From 2010 to 2012 
Kessler was President of the Masonic Purple Association of 
Erie County and was Masonic Advisor, also from 2010 to 
2012. He has been President of the Erie County Masonic 
Foundation from 2008 to the present.

MW Brother Kessler’s Grand Lodge credentials include 
Grand Lecturer in 2014 to 2018 and Deputy Grand Master 
from 2018 to 2021. He received the Wendell Walker Builder 

of Men award in 2017.
His Scottish Rite activities are in the Valley of Buffalo, 

where he was Sovereign Prince of Palmoni Council, Princes of 
Jerusalem in 2006. He was Treasurer of the Valley from 2008 to 
2010. Brother Richard was deemed a Meritorious Companion 
in 2012 and Coroneted a 33rd Degree on September 2, 2015 
in Indianapolis. He has been a Director of New York State 
Scottish Rite Charities from 2015 to the present.

In other bodies, he was Exalted in Royal Arch on March 23, 
2003 and was Excellent High Priest of Tonawanda Keystone 
Chapter 71 in 2007. He succeeded to Most Excellent High 
Priest of NYRAM in 2013. Brother Kessler was Ambassador 
for New York General Grand Chapter International in 2017.

His Cryptic Masonry career began with the Buffalo Keystone 
Council on April 3, 2004. He became Illustrious Master in 
2005 and Treasurer from 2006 to present. He was a Grand 
Representative, Delaware. MW Kessler was a Companion 
of the Secret Vault in 2014. For the Grand Council Cryptic 
Masons Charity Corporation, he has been Secretary from 
2007 to the present.

Kessler joined Commandery in Lake Erie 20 on March 22, 
2004. He was Commander in 2011 and is Recorder from 
2012 to present. His pedigree shows KCT in 2018.

The list of Invitational Bodies memberships and offices is 
long: Red Cross of Constantine, St. Marks; New York College 
Societas Rosicruciana in Civitatibus Foederatis (SRICF), 
where he serves as Secretary; York Rite Sovereign College of 
North America, Niagara Frontier College 77. Here he served 
as Governor in 2015; received the Order of Purple Cross 
in 2016; was Deputy Grand Governor from 2016 to 2018 
and Grand Governor from 2018 forward. Brother Kessler is 
affiliated with the Grand College of Allied Masonic Degrees, 
Genesee Council 51 and the Knights York Grand Cross of 
Honor, Empire State  46.

elected
Grand line
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The	Grand	masTer	caused the names of the Grand Master’s 
appointments for the offices of the Appointed Grand Line and 
Appointed Grand Lodge Officers to be read as taking effect 
on October 23, 2021. All of the Appointed Grand Line and 
Appointed Grand Lodge Officers were invested with their 
respective Commissions and Jewels of Office at the Tompkins 
Memorial Chapel at the Masonic Care Community in Utica, 
New York, on Sunday morning, October 24, 2021.
There	 beinG	 nO	 furTher	 business, the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master, Richard J. Kessler, closed the 239th Annual 

Communication of the Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of the State of  
New York on October 23, 2021.

Given under my hand and Seal of the 
Grand Lodge of New York, this tenth 
Day of November 2021, A.L. 6021.

Richard T. Schulz
Grand Secretary

Continued from page 15 – Be It Known

RW Steven Adam Rubin
Deputy Grand Master 

In his professional life RW Steven Adam Rubin has been 
a practicing attorney for over thirty years. He is a former 

Assistant District Attorney in New York City, where he 
prosecuted homicides and violent crimes for nearly five 
years in the Bronx County District Attorney’s Office. He is 
now principal of Steven Adam Rubin & Associates PLLC, a 
litigation law firm with offices in Masonic Hall. Brother Steve 
obtained his Juris Doctorate in 1988 from Albany Law School 
of Union University where he was President of the Student 
Bar Association and Associate Editor of The Issue from 1987-
1988. A Magna Cum Laude graduate of the State University 
of New York at Albany, Brother Rubin received his BA Degree 
in 1985.

In Masonry, Brother Rubin is a three-time Past Master and 
member of Goldenrule Clermont McKinley Lodge 486 in the 
First Manhattan District; Old Town Lodge  908 in the Suffolk 
District; Warren Lodge 32—the last Moon Lodge in the State 
of New York—and an honorary member of Adonai Lodge 718, 
both in the Mid-Hudson Masonic District. Other Masonic 
memberships include Zerubbabel Chapter 147, Royal Arch 
Masons, of which he is a Past Excellent High Priest; Adelphic 
Council 7, Cryptic Masons; the Valley of New York City, 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite for the Northern Jurisdiction; 
Mecca Shrine 1, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine; and Azim Grotto 7, Mystic Order of Veiled 
Prophets of the Enchanted Realm.

In 2018 Brother Rubin was elected Grand Treasurer of the 
Grand Lodge and continued in that capacity until his election 
as Deputy Grand Master in October of 2021. From 2006 to 

2015 he served as Proctor of the Grand Lodge of the State of 
New York, a position likened to District Attorney of Grand 
Lodge; and Judge Advocate—attorney and counselor to 
the Grand Master—from 2015 to 2018. In addition to the 
foregoing, Brother Rubin is a member of the Grand Lodge 
Masonic Brotherhood Foundation and a Past Member of the 
Grand Lodge Constitutions and Finance Committees. He has 
further served as Judge Advocate of the Grand Chapter, Royal 
Arch Masons, since 2015. Brother Rubin is a recipient of the 
Charles H. Johnson and the Chancellor Robert R Livingston 
Medals of Grand Lodge. 

Brother Rubin is particularly proud of the project that he 
helped found during the height of the pandemic, Craftsmen 
Online. This initiative delivers educational and historical 
information and programming through podcasts, Zoom 
programs, articles and blogs. 

Brother Rubin resides in Manhattan with his wife of thirty 
years. They have two children. Talat is an investment banker 
and their son Pasha is an attorney in Brother Rubin’s law 
office. Pasha was Raised in October 2021 in Brother Steve’s 
Mother Lodge.
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RW Robert Hogan, Jr.
Senior Grand Warden

Robert L. Hogan, Jr., a fourth-generation Mason, was born 
on December 30, 1959 in West Islip, NY. He spent his 

first twenty-two years on Long Island—mainly in Bay Shore. 
After graduating from the NY State Police Academy in April 
1983, he relocated to Dutchess County, NY where he has 
spent the bulk of his time since then. He is married to Dr. 
Dina DiOrio-Hogan and has two sons from a prior marriage. 
Steven, a cabinet maker/fine woodworking carpenter and his 
wife Brittany and their two children Salem and Shawn live in 
Conway, SC. Justin, a Brother of Shekomeko Lodge 458 and 
a Dutchess County Deputy Sheriff, lives with his wife Amber 
and children Aaliyah, Elijah and Ieva in Wingdale, NY.

Brother Robert retired from NY State Troopers as an 
Investigator on the Bronx Criminal Squad. Prior to that 
assignment most of his service was in the Uniform Force as 
a Sergeant at Troop “K” Headquarters. His time with NY 
State Police was from October 18, 1982 through May 20, 
2015. Brother Hogan is currently a self-employed Private 
Investigator. The concentration of the practice is background 
investigations for property management companies, health 
care facilities and a few out-of-state Grand Lodges. 

Brother Hogan has been active in the Methodist Church 
in Pleasant Valley, New York, serving as the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees and Chairman of the Administrative Board. 
He is also a Certified Lay Speaker in the Methodist Church. 

Raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason by his father 
on June 19, 1991, Brother Hogan joined several Lodges and 
served in various Lodge positions. He eventually became 
Master of Shekomeko Lodge 458, of Dover Lodge 666 and 
of Warren Lodge 32 (the last Chartered Moon Lodge in 
our Jurisdiction). Brother Hogan served on several District 
Committees, eventually being asked to serve as the Dutchess 
District Deputy Grand Master for the 2014-2016 term under 
MW William J. Thomas. Brother Hogan has been appointed 
to several Grand Lodge Committees, serving as Chairman 
for the Deputy Grand Master’s Advisory Committee and the 
Grand Lodge Committee on Law Enforcement.

Brother Hogan is a member of Poughkeepsie Chapter 172 
Royal Arch Masons, Poughkeepsie Commandery 43 Knights 
Templar, Westchester Commandery XX Knights Templar and 
King Solomon Council 31 Cryptic Masons. He is also a proud 
member of the Valley of the Hudson, AASR, where he has 
served as the 2nd Lt. Commander in the Chancellor Robert R 
Livingston Consistory. Brother Hogan is also a member of the 
Knights of St. Andrew—a charter member of the Chapter in 
the Valley of the Hudson and its first Chieftain. 

A member of many invitational Bodies and Lodges, Brother 
Hogan also serves on the Board of Directors for two charitable 
foundations. One is in the Mid-Hudson District and the 
other combines the talents of four Scottish Rite Valleys in 
the Capital/Mid-Hudson Region. Brother Hogan received 
the Demolay Honorary Legion of Honor in 2015, the Jacob 
Morton Award for Community Service in 2020, the Grand 
Master’s Award of Appreciation in 2017 and 2020, and the 
Chancellor Robert R Livingston Medal in 2018.

State Trooper Appreciation

On September 29, 2021 Masons from 
the Jefferson-Lewis District, along with 

the Masonic War Veterans of Post 160 (the 
Battle of Cranberry Creek), hosted a Trooper 
Appreciation Luncheon to honor their 
commitment to our community’s peace and 
stability. The Troopers enjoyed a pulled pork 
luncheon at the Chaumont Lodge 172 in 
Chaumont, New York.

MW William M. Sardone sent a Grand 
Master’s Award of Appreciation. Accepting 
on behalf of Major Pitkin was Station 
Commander Sgt. Peter Fisher. We thank them 
for their service, bravery and dedication.
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RW Peter C. Stein
Junior Grand Warden

Brother Peter C. Stein hails from Grand Island, New York. 
He is happily married to his wife Melanie for twenty-three 

years. He has two adult daughters from a previous marriage: 
Cynthia Debler and Christina Stein. He is also a grandfather 
of four, two boys and two girls. He served in the United States 
Air Force from 1978-1982 as a Fire Protection Specialist. He 
became a civilian firefighter with the DOD USAF in 1982 
and retired in 2015. Brother Stein retired as the Assistant Fire 
Chief of the Operations Section.

Peter was Raised in Niagara River Lodge 785 on April 
27, 1987. Brother Stein was Master of Niagara River Lodge 
in 1992, 1993 and 2014. He now is a member of Niagara 
LaSalle Lodge  132 (Niagara Orleans District) and Sweethome 
Lodge 948 (Erie District). RW Stein served as Assistant Grand 
Lecturer from 1994 to 1997 and 2014 to 2016, District 
Deputy Grand Master of the Niagara Orleans District from 
2016 to 2018 and for 2018 to 2020, Deputy Grand Standard 
Bearer for the Grand Lodge.

He is also a member of Holy Ark Chapter 304 and Ames 
Chapter 88, he is a Past High Priest of Ames Chapter and 
now services as District Deputy Grand High Priest of the 
16th Capitular District Royal Arch Masons. Pete is also a 
member of Buffalo Keystone Council 17, Officer in Lake 

Erie Commandery 20, Niagara Frontier York Rite College 17, 
Sovereign Prince of Valley of Buffalo Scottish Rite Masons, 
Masonic War Veterans Post 10, Flagler Chapter 355 Order of 
the Eastern Star, Ismailia Shriners, Lockport Shrine Club and 
the Shrine Legion of Honor.

Riverhead Absconds with Gavel!

Brothers in attendance. (l-r) W Terry Maccarrone, Riverhead Lodge 645;  
W Chano Rivera. Babylon Lodge 793

On Wednesday, September 8 the Brothers of Riverhead 
Lodge 645 attended Babylon Lodge’s opening meeting 

of the new Masonic year. While in attendance, the Riverhead 
brethren relieved Babylon Lodge of possession of the Traveling 
Gavel. It will, therefore, be returned to its home on the east 
end of the Suffolk Masonic District where it might be more 
properly displayed for all to see.  

The evening opened with an excellent collation dinner and 
an enthusiastic speech by W Chano Rivera, Master of Babylon 
Lodge. He discussed his hopes and concerns about Masonry as 
we emerge from the restrictions of the pandemic. An excellent 
time was had by all.
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RW Joseph James Saglimbene
Grand Treasurer

After graduating St. Stephen H. S. in 1968, where he 
obtained an Academic Diploma, Brother Joe became a 

meat cutter. After a three-month apprenticeship his supervisors 
recognized his ability and promoted him to manager, a position 
he held for forty-six years. His duties were mainly financial, 
including payroll, purchasing, budgets and profits. Today, he 
helps another organization and oversees its financial records.

Brother Joe has been married to his lovely wife Ann for 
almost forty-nine years. They have two children and two 
grandchildren. His daughters say his cockapoo Heidi is his 
favorite child.

Brother Saglimbene was Raised April 27, 1993 in Springfield 
Gardens Lodge 1057. At that time MW Stuart C. McCloud 
was Grand Treasurer and a member of the Lodge. Brother Joe 
was first appointed Junior Master of Ceremony then Senior 
Deacon. He then told the Past Masters that he wanted to be 
Master of the Lodge. With only three years as a Master Mason, 
they thought this was premature. Brother Joe remained 
determined and next was elected Senior Warden. In 1996 
he was elected Master; he promised the Brothers he would 
change the Lodge for the better and he remained for five years. 
They began to call him the Tiger in a Tux.

In 1998 MW Stuart C. McCloud was elected Grand Master. 
Brother Joe decided to consecrate a Springfield Gardens Lodge 
on the French Riviera. So, in October of that year the Lodge 
went to France.

Saglimbene affiliated with Francis Lewis Lodge  273 in 2017 
and is currently a Trustee of the Lodge. He is a member of the 
Valley of Rockville Center Scottish Rite and Pentalpha Banner 
RAM. Brother Joe served as President of the Queens Masonic 
Association, Chairman of the Board and was named  the 
first Emeritus member of the association. He was appointed 
District Deputy Grand Master of the Queens District in 2014 
to 2016 and in 2016 he was elected Trustee of the Masonic 
Hall and Home where he served for two terms.

Joe has devoted his Masonic life to children, chairing 
committees for children with cancer. Activities included 
bringing American Girl dolls to Cohen’s Children hospital 
and holding MSID programs for autistic children. He went 
to City Hall and spoke to Mayor Rudy Giuliani. Brother Joe 
argued that he needed a Drug Free School Zone for a Boys and 
Girls club. The club was next to a park where drug sales were 
out of control. He got his Zone.

Brother Joe also chaired the committee for DC 27’s Empire 
State Games for Physically Challenged Children and was the 
guest speaker at their awards ceremony. He served on the Toys 
for Tots committee and brought in the WWF.

Brother Saglimbene has received the Grand Lodge Hearts 
and Hands award, the Beacon Project award and the Masonic 
Award for community service. The Queens Purple Circle in 
2004 awarded him the RW Herman Weiss award and in 2019 
he received the QMA Distinguished Service Award. 

Suffolk hosts School of Instruction

On Wednesday, September 29 the Suffolk 
Masonic District hosted its first School of 

Instruction of the Masonic year at Riverhead 
Lodge. Approximately twenty Brothers from 
throughout the District attended the event. The 
Brothers of Suffolk Lodge 60 exemplified the Ritual 
of Opening while the Brothers of Riverhead Lodge 
645 exemplified the Ritual of Closing. 

The incoming Assistant Grand Lecturers, VW 
Bruce Testa, VW Bill DeBenedetto and VW Gil 
Kruse were in attendance. They discussed important 
points about the ritual, of which all brethren should 
be cognizant.
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RW Richard T. Schulz
Grand Secretary

Brethren, we did it! The 239th Annual Communication 
was reconvened on Saturday, October 23 and the results 

are included in this quarter’s magazine. Congratulations and 
many good-luck wishes go to our new Grand Master, MW 
Richard J. Kessler, and the entire team of officers.

Getting together in Utica for the Annual Communication 
took a lot of research, planning, cooperation and even a little 
luck. We had the conclusion of the Annual Communication 
with the voting on proposed changes to the Constitutions. 
We held elections for the new Grand Line officers, along 
with the installation of the new officers in the Tompkins 
Chapel. The following day, we had the investiture service for 
the new District Deputy Grand Masters, Staff Officers and 
Assistant Grand Lecturers. It required a lot of input, assistance 
and cooperation from many Brothers. The Grand Lodge 
Convention Committee, headed by RW Donald Mattson, did 
the lion’s share of the work those two days but there were many 
others who were involved. MW William M. Sardone put a 
lot of effort into making the Annual Communication take 
place when it did. RW Brother Robert Raffle, MCC Executive 
Director, and his staff assisted in countless ways. The Trustees 
of the Masonic Care Community were extremely supportive. 
And there were many, many more Brothers who assisted.

With the Communication over, the real work begins. We will 
continue to move the Craft forward with new goals. We need 
to remember always the principal tenets of our organization: 
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, and pull together to prove 
that Masonry Never Stops and Masons Make a Difference.

How do we do that? In my own case, I remember the line 
in the ritual on Brotherly Love: “the high, the low, the rich, 

the poor” are all one united family and should “aid, support 
and protect one another.” For Relief I think of our resolve to 
help “to relieve the distressed” through charity and by being 
attentive to others. For Truth I endeavor to be sincere in all that 
I do. I pray that faith and patience will allow me to continue 
to succeed in life with these principles. I do also hope that 
these principles are embedded in all of us and most especially 
in the leaders of our Fraternity as we go forward.

I am truly honored and humbled to have been reelected as 
your Grand Secretary for another term. I hope to continue 
to serve you for several years to come. I hope to maintain the 
principle of continuous improvement in my office and in my 
service to you.

Way of Life

The Metro Williamson Deputies always displayed a Way of Life. They 
continued this theme by donating this display case for the Horticultural 

Center at the Masonic Care Community. It did not take long for some items 
to find a prominent place for all to see. When you go there, put your hand on 
the glass and feel the pane.
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Masonic Brotherhood Fund
RW BRUce TesTUT 
chairMan
718/461-5400
917/376-5782 (cell)
TesTUTB@aol.com
masonicbrotherhoodfund@yahoo.com

 Masonic Brotherhood Fund
2020—2021 Campaign Figures

June 1, 2020 to May 31, 2021

Grand Master Allocation.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 268,074.27
Masonic Benevolence Endowment Fund.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12,602.11
Masonic Benevolence Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,409.03
Camp Turk Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,054.73
Masonic Medical Research Lab  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  84,317.59
Masonic Care Community.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 34,347.30
Military Outreach Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23,823.76
Masonic Youth Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,942.52
Livingston Masonic Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,742.12
NY Masonic Safety ID Program .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   2,897.08  
GRAND TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 472,210.51

Riverhead Presents 70-year Apron

(l-r) W Charles Monte, W Michael Sokel, W Jerome Shaw, RW Nicholas Mazzarella, RW Kevin McCauley and W Terry Maccarrone

At the conclusion of its recent installation of officers, 
Riverhead Lodge 645 had the distinct pleasure of 

presenting a seventy-year apron to W Brother Jerome “Jerry” 
Shaw. Following the award presentation, W Brother Shaw was 

escorted to the East where he received Grand Honors from all 
present. At ninety-six years young, he thoroughly enjoyed the 
evening of Brotherhood and fellowship with the Lodge and 
his family.
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Masonic Brotherhood Fund 
2021 Jurisdiction Report (06/01/2020 - 05/31/2021) - Total Donations Order 

 Contributors  Contributions 
 District Mbrs. Mbr. Ldg. Othr. Total Mbr. Ldg. Othr. Total Part % Total $
033 Onondaga 944 287 3  9 299  382 5 9 396 31.67 26,265.29 
010 Erie 1658 322 5 25 352 408 16 28 452 21.23 23,783.14 
029 Nassau 1162 206 1 10 217 253 1 10 264 18.67 20,399.94 
035 Orange-Rockland-Sullivan 1186 208 5 3 216 271 20 3 294 18.21 20,253.63
027 Monroe 1031 210 4 10 224 293 9 10 312 21.73 18,470.88 
032 Oneida 1077 222 7 11 240 282 9 13 304 22.28 17,994.94 
043 Suffolk 1228 213 5 5 223 279 6 6 291 18.16 17,986.12 
031 Old Seventeenth 1275 221 3 5 229 275 4 5 284 17.96 17,737.59 
022 Fifth Manhattan 670 55 4 2 61 70 6 2 78 9.10 15,352.69 
021 Fourth Manhattan 941 80 2 3 85 97 2 5 104 9.03 13,796.91 
037 Queens 792 211 2 7 220 336 2 8 346 27.78 13,022.92 
028 Mid Hudson 1034 159 4 7 170 190 5 8 203 16.44 12,413.64 
016 Second Kings 289 37 1 6 44 46 3 7 56 15.22 12,054.38 
018 Letchworth 707 306 0 5 311 357 0 7 364 43.99 11,840.46 
025 Ninth Manhattan 768 137 3 6 146 173 3 7 183 19.01 11,737.97 
030 Niagara-Orleans 597 157 4 3 164 191 5 4 200 27.47 11,695.98 
004 Cayuga-Tompkins 433 113 3 0 116 151 8 0 159 26.79 10,665.98 
012 Fulton-Montgomery 418 141 1 8 150 190 6 11 207 35.89 10,228.99 
019 First Manhattan 1350 129 1 1 131 152 1 1 154 9.70 9,980.88 
006 Chautauqua 538 172 0 5 177 202 0 5 207 32.90 9,674.00 
045 First Westchester-Putnam 481 76 2 2 80 94 4 2 100 16.63 9,481.99 
039 St. Lawrence 507 124 0 6 130 151 0 6 157 25.64 8,364.98 
041 Southern Tier 641 77 2 2 81 97 5 2 104 12.64 7,932.93
026 Tenth Manhattan 899 74 2 3 79 89 2 3 94 8.79 7,433.89 
038 Richmond 757 90 0 5 95 108 0 5 113 12.55 7,248.98 
046 Second Westchester-Putnam 577 76 1 3 80 93 1 3 97 13.86 6,734.96 
034 Ontario-Seneca-Yates 527 105 0 2 107 121 0 2 123 20.30 6,449.98 
040 Saratoga-Warren-Washington 533 93 0 1 94 125 0 1 126 17.64 5,970.77 
002 Bronx 258 39 0 1 40 47 0 2 49 15.50 5,706.91 
014 Jefferson-Lewis 551 71 0 2 73 84 0 3 87 13.25 5,318.99 
005 Central Leatherstocking 688 91 2 6 99 104 3 6 113 14.39 4,849.98 
044 Wayne 421 149 2 1 152 170 3 1 174 36.10 4,744.97 
042 Steuben 349 48 1 1 50 59 3 1 63 14.33 4,614.97 
036 Oswego 444 58 1 2 61 72 1 2 75 13.74 4,384.99 
009 Cortland-Madison 338 53 1 3 57 61 1 3 65 16.86 4,293.99 
017 Third Kings 312 28 1 3 32 34 4 3 41 10.26 4,277.00 
015 First Kings 349 48 1 3 52 54 1 5 60 14.90 3,697.27 
023 Seventh Manhattan 397 44 0 3 47 54 0 3 57 11.84 3,642.34 
011 Franklin-Hamilton 187 27 2 1 30 30 2 1 33 16.04 3,499.99 
007 Chemung-Schuyler-Tioga 424 45 0 0 45 49 0 0 49 10.61 2,939.99 
013 Herkimer 294 31 0 0 31 42 0 0 42 10.54 2,744.99 
001 Allegany 249 38 0 0 38 46 0 0 46 15.26 2,724.99 
020 Second Manhattan 238 24 1 1 26 34 1 1 36 10.92 2,622.90 
008 Clinton-Essex 279 43 0 0 43 49 0 0 49 15.41 2,489.99 
024 Eighth Manhattan 302 18 0 1 19 23 0 1 24 6.29 2,284.99 
003 Cattaraugus  272  21  0  1  22 24 0 1 25 8.09 1,575.00 
070 Syria-Lebanon  579  1  0  0  1  1  0  0  1  0.17  49.99 
999 Special District 377  2  5  113  120  2  9  134  145  31.83 40,771.46 

TOTALS: 30328 5180 82 297 5559 6515 151 340 7006 18.33 472,210.51 
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Welcome Back to Masonry

September typically signals the return 
to Lodges, school, etc. Instead of 

Grand Master’s Days we held two 
Welcome Back to Masonry Days. 
One was in Cortland, New York and 
the other in Tappan. They attracted a 
combined attendance of more than 400 
Masons, families and friends. 

We planted a tree to honor past 
and present Masons. The weather was 
perfect, atmosphere perfect, masonry…
perfect!
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Investiture Photos Convention Photos
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Tribute to RW George Peter
by Leon G. Zeitounalian

On August 10, 2008 RW 
George Peter laid to rest 

his working tools. Here is a 
very brief list of Peter facts.
•	From 1993 to 2008 RW 
George Peter was the Grand 
Historian of the Grand Lodge 
of New York.

•	In 2003 he began to 
organize and promote what he called “The Masonic 
University of New York” (MUNY).

•	 In 2007 the Grand Lodge of New York established 
The George Peter Medal for Educational Achievement 
and awarded the first honor to George, himself. His 
dear friend Larry Hamel was the second recipient.

In May 1999, when the Grand Lodge 
meeting stopped for lunch, I saw a Brother 
waving his hand from the second floor of the 
Lodge room. Brother Raffy Timonian was 
standing beside me. I asked him if he knew 
the Brother? He said, “Yes, he is the Grand 
Historian. He already had expressed his wishes 
to meet you.”

I waited for RW George to come down 
from the upper level. When he arrived I 
wanted to shake his hand but he pulled me 
towards him, kissed my cheeks and said, 
“I am also Armenian and I am so proud to 
have a District Grand Master in Lebanon of 
Armenian origin.” Since then until he passed 
away Brother George was my esteemed friend 
and mentor.

His father immigrated to the USA in early 1900 from 
Kessab, an Armenian village near the Turkish border in Syria. 
Brother George was born in 1921 on a farm near Ithaca, 
New York. He is a graduate of Stanford University. He always 
wanted to visit Kessab. In 2007 he asked me to arrange a taxi 
so that he and his son could come to Lebanon and from Beirut 
go to Aleppo and then to Kessab. I arranged everything but 
he cancelled the visit because he fell sick and his dream was 
never fulfilled.

Every May when I visited the GL communication, I used to 
have at least a one-hour meeting with him. This was besides 
our continuous email correspondence.

RW George used to say “Freemasonry is an educational 
institution.” He was very passionate about education and the 
learning process. He believed that it was important that we 
learn and perform the ritual in a quality manner; however, we 
needed to be active students of Freemasonry.

He used to believe that the Lodge is a place where there 
is a sense of belonging, a sense of family is developed and 
promoted. No Freemason is a stranger in any Masonic Lodge. 
Each Brother is taught to trust a Brother, to be trustworthy so 
that he is able to trust himself.

For Brother George, Freemasonry is a philosophy, a way 
of life, composed of a group of men determined to make a 

better world by helping each individual to be a 
better man. Furthermore, Freemasonry is an 
educational institution with the command to 
each of its members to be aware that life is 
a process of learning. It is an institution that 
teaches honour, integrity, honesty, upright 
living and it encourages each to have the 
impulse to do right.

Finally for him, a Masonic Lodge is a place 
where a Brother can be transported from the 
mundane world into a setting where brotherly 
love prevails. It is a break from worldly 
concerns into spiritual refreshments. It is a 
statement that says, “There is more to life than 
the next dollar to earn or the next career to 
advance.”

This is my tribute to my late mentor. Saying 
all above: If our Lebanese politicians had 1% 

of humanity in them instead of 99% of greed and inhumanity 
we would not have the calamity of August 4, 2020. That is a 
date to remember, to never forget or forgive those who were 
the reason of more than 200 dead, 5,000 injured, 300,000 
without a roof on top of their head. Who will be the judge and 
jury of these criminals?

Photo credit: Robert R Livingston Masonic Library (George 
Peter’s photo and medal). 

MW BRO leON G. zeiTOUNaliaN
retired district Grand secretary 
district Grand lodGe of syria lebanon
e-mail: leon.zeitounalian@gmail.com
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awards committee
RW GeORGe R. WacOB 
chairMan
631/838-7508 (C)
grwacob1@optonline.net

Lentinello earns DSA

(l-r) W Jeremiah Campbell, Jephtha WM; W John Lentinello, DSA; W Jack Dowling, DSA; 
RW Kevin McCauley, Suffolk DD; and RW Matthew Dinizio, Suffolk SO 

Jephtha Lodge 494, at its first stated communication on 
Monday, September 13, welcomed dozens of Brothers 

from several Masonic Districts to congratulate W John B. 
Lentinello on receiving the Dedicated Service Award. Suffolk 
District Deputy RW Kevin McCauley read the DSA Award 
Proclamation and W Jack Dowling, DSA, presented the DSA 
apron to W Lentinello. In addition to more than sixty Brothers 
in attendance, many partners were also present to celebrate 
this prestigious achievement by Brother Lentinello.

Worshipful Brother Lentinello is a Past Master of Jephtha 494 
and an active member of the Jephtha Past Masters Committee. 
For ten consecutive years John was elected Treasurer and was 
instrumental in developing a sound financial system that 
is utilized to this day at Jephtha Lodge. His expertise as a 
CPA was an important factor in securing financial stability, 
a key factor for navigating challenging times through vacant 
tenancies, major building repairs and the pandemic for the 
Huntington Lodge. As co-chairman of the Jephtha Lodge 

Finance Committee, he is a trusted Consigliere to the current 
Treasurer and Trustees and has been a financial advisor to 
several Long Island and Manhattan District Lodges.

The Lentinello dedication does not stop at his home Lodge. 
He is also the Suffolk Masonic District representative for 
the Northport VA Medical Center, where he coordinates all 
annual fishing trips for the veteran residents. John is at the VA 
almost every Sunday (until the pandemic) to assist in moving 
patients from their rooms to attend religious services. 

John also gives regular lectures at Jephtha Lodge, topics 
including Famous Masons, Masonic Travels and Black History 
Month. He sits proudly on the sidelines as he watches his son, 
Jephtha Senior Deacon John A. Lentinello, travel East in his 
father’s Masonic footsteps. His service is the definition of 
dedication and Jephtha Lodge is proud to count W John B. 
Lentinello, DSA, as one of their own. 
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Masonic care community
RW G. sTePheN GeTMaN, 
Past President and eMeritus
Board of TrusTees of The MasoniC hall and asyluM fund 
315/894-5692
gsgesq@msn.com

In 2019 the Trustees of the Masonic Hall & Asylum Fund took 
a big step toward bringing some of the excellent services and 

purposeful living available at the Masonic Care Community 
closer to Masons in other areas of New York State. The Trustees 
completed the purchase of 88 acres of farmland adjacent 
to the New York State Thruway in the Town of Henrietta, 
just five minutes from Exit 46. Prior to making an offer on 
this property, the Trustees determined that a sewer pumping 
station and a sewer line under the New York Thruway could be 
constructed so that a senior living community could be built 
on the property. While developing the plans, the Trustees have 
leased the property to a farm which has grown corn, winter 
wheat and soybeans on the land.

A Master Plan for the Masonic Care—Henrietta campus 
is taking shape. It will provide for 200 independent living 
units centered around a Community Center that will house 
two Masonic Lodge rooms, offices and conference rooms. 
It will accommodate Masonic organizations, with dining 
facilities for residents and Masonic events, community event 
space, recreational facilities, marketing offices and additional 
auxiliary space. There will be a variety of housing types 
ranging from spacious cottages with two-car garages to more 
affordable apartments.  A Masonic Memorial, which will be 
visible from the New York State Thruway, is also part of the 
plan. The Memorial will honor those who have served in the 
Armed Forces, with a large square and compasses in the center 

under broken columns representing members who have been 
lost for each branch of service.  

The rich Masonic history of the region will be incorporated 
in the Master plan. Granite stones from the building façade 
from the downtown Rochester Masonic Temple, dedicated in 
1903, will find a new home on the MC-Henrietta campus. 
Discussions have been taking place with a Lodge in the 
Rochester area for the possible use of its beautiful suite of 
furniture, which was also part of the original downtown 
Rochester Masonic Temple. 

Meetings continue with Town of Henrietta officials. The 
Trustee MC-Henrietta Committee, chaired by RW G. 
Michael Morris and including RW Christopher Hough and 
RW Keith Heinrich, has been meeting with residents of the 
Town of Henrietta, beginning with those who live adjacent 
to the property. Additional meetings are being scheduled 
with Masons and Masonic organizations, as well as with 
other healthcare and community organizations in the Greater 
Rochester area. Based on our current timeline we expect to 
begin construction of the pumping station in the spring of 
2022 and of the Masonic Community Center and housing in 
the spring of 2023.

After six years as President of the Trustees, my term has 
come to an end. RW G. Michael Morris is now the President 
of the Trustees. It has been a privilege serving as President.

The Empire State Mason, Masonic Grand Line and 
Masonic Care Community wishes you and your family

 Best Wishes over this joyous holidays!
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Over the past several years, the Masonic Care Community 
has faced its fair share of disruption, shown resilience 

and embraced change. As we approach year end it provides 
a moment to reflect on lessons we have learned, while also 
celebrating what we have accomplished.

Adapting during crisis is common in healthcare. At MCC 
it was not only vitally important to adapt, but also to adapt 
more quickly than ever. For example, regulations relating to 
COVID-19 came fast and furious from the New York State 
Department of Health and other regulatory organizations. 
The Masonic Care Community staff had to rapidly review 
regulations, create policies and provide staff education 
when needed. These regulations and requirements were also 
continually changing around staff screening, COVID-19 
testing and visitation, often within a matter of weeks or even 
days. The Masonic Care Community team learned how to 
react quickly, pivot to scale when needed and showed great 
tenacity while doing so.

The pandemic reinforced how very important social 
connections are for the health and well-being of our residents. 
Updated technology greatly benefited the Masonic community. 
A grant provided by the Mohawk Valley COVID-19 Response 
Fund helped MCC secure new iPads for our Community Life 
team so they had the most current hardware and software for 
residents to successfully Skype, Zoom or FaceTime with their 
loved ones. This technology was instrumental, as it helped 
support thousands of calls between residents and their family 
and friends.

Emergency situations are to be expected in senior living 
communities and most pass quickly. COVID-19 has been 
longer and more enduring, yet the Masonic Care Community 
staff have found exceptional ways to motivate themselves each 
day to deliver on our promise of excellent resident care.

We celebrate the successes at the Masonic Care Community, 
even in the midst of a pandemic. Nearly all sixteen waterside 
cottages and garden homes at The Neighborhoods at Acacia 
Village have been rented, and the improvements to the 
Lodge Building are nearly complete. Adding an additional 
choice for senior, independent living on the Masonic Care 
Community has helped us to grow while also providing 
a new and important housing option for seniors on our 
campus. Additional construction has been underway at the 
Administration Building and we continue our activities and 
planning to improve this facility, with a focus on use by the 
Masonic Fraternity.

I want to again thank my fellow Brother Masons for your 
unwavering commitment to the Masonic Care Community 
through these times. Your generous support makes it possible 
for the mission of the Masonic Care Community to always 
continue. While acknowledging the uncertainties of the 
future and the challenges of the present, we plan to take the 
best lessons learned from this past year at the Masonic Care 
Community and carry them forward into 2022.

RW ROB RaFFle 
executive Director
MasoniC Care CoMMuniTy of new york
315/798-4882
raffler@mccny.com

Masonic care community

Lessons Learned

Father’s Day barbecue with residents of Wiley Hall.

RW Rob Raffle presenting an Employee of the Quarter Award 
to Vickie Sauerhafer.
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MaRa MUlliGaN 
director of strateGic MarketinG and PhilanthroPy
315/798-4703
mulliganm@mccny.com

Masonic care community

Sooner Rather Than Later

Often, people ask me what I 
enjoy most in my position at 

the Masonic Care Community. 
While there are many wonderful 
elements of my job, I feel most 
honored and privileged when 
I have the opportunity to meet 
with the people we serve and 
hear their personal life stories—
people like Dennis Daugherty. 

Dennis joined us here at the 
Masonic Care Community in 
March of 2021 and he is a 33° 
Mason with more than sixty 
years of service to the Fraternity. Dennis grew up in Baldwin 
City, Kansas, and that is where his connection with Masonry 
began. His father was a Mason and the CEO of the Kansas 
Masonic Home in Wichita for more than twenty-five years. 
Dennis started in DeMolay. When he eventually left Kansas 
and moved to New York he became a member of Publicity 
Lodge  1000 in New York City. Dennis has held many Masonic 
offices and he has been involved in a wide range of Masonic 
projects. His commitment and love for the brotherhood run 
extremely deep.

Dennis worked summers at the Masonic Home in Wichita 
while attending Kansas University in Lawrence. 

“I saw there, firsthand, that those who became residents 
while they were still ambulatory did better than those who 
waited until later in their lives to come in. The former saw 
significant improvements in their general health, sometimes 
in just a few weeks. ‘Relief from care’ probably best describes 
the transition. They knew they were safe and would live out 
the balance of their lives in pleasant surroundings, attended by 
a concerned and caring staff. And so they could relax, make 
new friends, participate in the activity program and enjoy the 
balance of their lives. The same is true at Wiley Hall.”

 Dennis will also tell you that while living in New York 
City his diet was not the best nor were the times at which he 
ate. 

Since arriving at Wiley Hall, he said, “I eat healthy and 
nutritious meals at 8:00 a.m., 11:45 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. The 
food is great here! And (I think this is important), it’s artfully 
presented. I don’t have an appetite problem, but some of our 
residents do. The fact that the plate presented to us looks pretty 
entices the diner to eat the food presented to him/her, even if 
they’re not hungry at that moment. This is really important.”

The message that Dennis feels is important to share with his 
Brother Masons is: Come to Wiley Hall before serious health 
issues or impediments arise. 

“I came to Wiley Hall while I was fully ambulatory. I didn’t 
wait until I needed a walker to get around. I believe that the 
speed of my return to good health (for an octogenarian), is due 
to my coming to Wiley earlier in my life, not later. I feel better 
now than I did five years ago—maybe more than five. Most 
of the credit for this improvement is due to my choosing to 
become a resident at Wiley Hall, and also maybe 10% of the 
credit going to me for walking and exercising.”

Dennis also gives credit to the Masonic Care Community 
staff including Christina Bieksza, Wiley Hall’s Director. 

“Christina has built an outstanding team, each doing their 
individual job well, and with a great team spirit into the 
bargain. The staff here is not only professional and caring, 
but they are interested in serving and caring for the elderly. 
Staffing is a real challenge in this pandemic world we live in, 
and that includes Utica, New York. Christina not only works 
hard in this challenging environment, she also succeeds.

“Medical supervision is outstanding, too. Dr. Florin 
Olteanu’s supervision of my medical care (with the assistance 
of specialists), has played a sizeable part in how I feel today.”

Activity options include bingo, table bowling, live musical 
entertainment and the fully equipped Fitness Center on the 
third floor, with its exercise machines and dumbbells. Dennis 
also enjoys the companionship at Wiley Hall of new and some 
old friends.

I greatly appreciated the time I was able to spend with 
Dennis and to hear how strongly he feels about the Craft, 
his Brother Masons and all that Masonry has brought to him 
throughout his life. The key message he wanted to share was:

“If you know that you plan to enter Wiley Hall eventually, 
then apply, and if accepted, enter when you are still fully 
ambulatory, and do not wait until you are not. And if you 
are not fully ambulatory, that’s okay, too. You can still enter 
and enjoy the many benefits at Wiley. But if you want to live 
longer—and perhaps more importantly, better—then make 
the move sooner rather than later.”

We thank Dennis for his kind words and for being a new 
member of our Masonic Care Community family. For more 
information on Wiley Hall please contact Christina Bieksza at 
biekszac@mccny.com or 315/798-4859.



THE EMPIRE STATE MASON MAGAZINE 	 WINTER 2021 31

Flag for MCC Child Care
On May 10, 2021 an American Flag was raised over the 

Eastern Air Defense Sector to recognize the Masonic Care 
Community Child Care Center staff and their commitment to 
our community during the COVID-19 pandemic. Lieutenant 
Colonel Erica Campbell, U.S. Air Force, presented the encased 
flag to Elizabeth Reardon, Director of the Center, for display 
at the Center. 

Erica shares, “Having a reliable, safe and trustworthy place 
to take my son has meant the world to me as a single parent 
with an extraordinarily stressful job.” 

Her son started with the MCC Child Care in 2018 when 
Erica relocated to the Utica area for work. We thank Erica 
and the Eastern Air Defense Sector for this special gift and for 
recognizing the dedication of the Masonic Care Community 
Child Care team.

Michelle sMiTh 
develoPMent ManaGer
315/798-4768
smithm@mccny.com

Masonic care community

I am very excited to join the Masonic Care Community team 
as the new Development Manager. Having spent most of 

my career working with and for nonprofits, I feel that my role 
at MCC will allow me to have a true impact on the lives of 
others. 

In my position I will be promoting the importance of 
fundraising and will work to build awareness of the Masonic 
Community’s mission, programming and resources. I will 
facilitate and strengthen our relationships and partnerships, 
both internally and within the communities we serve. The 
opportunity that has been granted to me is something I have 
been working toward for some time. I am excited to be able 
to bring my experiences in development to the table. The 
possibilities are endless.

Though I have recently joined the MCC staff, I have a deep 
personal connection to the Masonic Care Community, as 
this has been my mother’s home for the past four years. After 
some health problems and several trips to other rehabilitation 
centers, my mom was admitted for rehabilitative services at the 
MCC Health Pavilion. I was amazed not only at the level of 
care she received, but also the technology resources that MCC 
had available. From the tablets used by the speech therapists 
to the virtual reality technology used by the occupational and 
physical therapists, MCC was leaps and bounds ahead of other 
facilities we had seen in the past.

When my mom had surpassed her rehabilitation goals, the 
staff at MCC discussed the next steps for her and discussed 
the opportunity for her to become a resident at Wiley Hall. 
As you might imagine, the idea of staying on campus versus 
going back to her home was a challenging one. However, after 
a visit to Wiley and additional discussion, she was convinced 
to give it a chance. Four years later she still calls Wiley Hall 

home.
Even before I began working for MCC, I knew the 

organization’s reputation in the community as a top senior 
care organization, always a step above the rest. Employees, 
past and present, sang MCC’s praises and their longevity with 
the organization was also a strong testament to the culture 
at MCC. As a professional working in health care education, 
I saw how instructors vied for the opportunity to teach 
nursing clinicals at MCC. In my former position, I also had 
the opportunity to develop partnerships with MCC and local 
workforce development agencies. Time and time again I saw 
the dedication to employment, continuing education and 
resident care that MCC provided.

As I am writing this, I am finishing my first month in my 
new role as MCC’s Development Manager. I have never 
before worked for a more welcoming organization. As both 
an employee and child of a resident, I see the need and the 
amazing effort put in by administration and staff to not only 
improve the senior years of our residents, but also to be at the 
forefront of rehabilitation and care.

None of the advances that MCC has made would be possible 
without you, our Brother Masons and your families. We are 
currently living through unprecedented times. Our residents 
have been through a great deal and when you choose to 
support the Masonic Care Community, you choose to support 
them. For your generosity we are most grateful.

Over the next few months my goal is to learn more about 
the Masonic Care Community, the Masonic Fraternity and 
our MCC donors. I look forward to connecting with members 
of the Fraternity and I am energized to support MCC’s 
philanthropic mission and our charitable activities.
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Tree Grows—uh—is 
Made in Brooklyn

This solar oak tree was made by RW Tony Cuonzo and 
Golden Anvil, Inc. and donated to the MW William 

M. Sardone Greenhouse in memory of MW Earl Hino and 
in honor of MW Gary Henningsen. RW Tony served under 
MW Gary as a Staff Officer. The work is also to thank all 
the Masters and Brothers of the Purple Circle of the Tenth 
Manhattan and Third Kings Districts. 

Special thanks go to RW Dom Vitucci for helping to 
transport the tree to the Masonic Care Community and for 
supplying a brass sign. This symbol is properly placed near the 
Horticultural Center.

What’s in Your Attic?
by MW William M. Sardone

You never know what you will find. I received these two 
items in the mail from RW Ira Kirsch. One is the extract 

of Proceedings from 1923. The book may be small but there is 
no small talk in the book.

It was amazing to read the words of MW Arthur Tompkins. 
He spoke of the growth of our Fraternity, the broad vision of 
our Trustees, the Brotherhood Fund. It is an almost word for 
word account of what we are doing and saying today. I gave 

this to our library.
RW Kirsch also sent what appears to be a Past Master’s 

emblem from 1878. With a little research it was found to 
belong to a member of St. John’s Lodge in Pennsylvania Grand 
Lodge. We traced it to the Master with his name. We it sent 
to GL of PA and they were thrilled to have it for their library.

You never know what you will find. What’s in YOUR attic?
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 Mrs. Gale Gould 35 Maple Street e-mail: galegould@gmail.com
 Supreme Inspector in NY Auburn New York 13021 Website: www.nyiorg.org

  Phone: 315/253-8206  : facebook.com@NY Rainbow

iNTeRNaTioNal oRdeR of the 
RaiNBoW FoR GiRls in NeW YoRK

“C autiously optimistic” are the watchwords as NY 
Rainbow continues to transition back to in-person 

meetings and activities. We are excited that many Assemblies 
were able to hold installation of new officers in the fall, with 
numerous new, first-time Worthy Advisors taking over. We 
look forward to seeing and participating in all of the great 
events they have planned during their term. 

We are also thrilled that we were able to hold our first 
non-restricted in-person state event in nineteen months 
in September. The Northern Area hosted the 2021 Grand 
Worthy Advisor and Grand Officers at their Family Reunion-
themed reception in September in Auburn. It was great to 
be able to reconnect with everyone as the girls portrayed our 
Grand Worthy Advisor Malea’s theme “Family is what you 
make it!” We look forward to and extend an invitation to all 
to attend the Southern Area’s reception on November 13 in 
Rockville Center. The Central Area’s reception is on February 
26 in Middletown.

While COVID-19 has impacted the world in so many 
ways, that hasn’t stopped NY Rainbow from spreading our 
love through service. Each year the girls choose a state charity 
project to support and raise money and awareness. October 
was designated as “charity month.” The girls work at their local 
Assemblies on various and creative projects to raise funds for 
the state project as well as the Assembly charity project of their 

choosing. Past state projects have included NEDA (National 
Eating Disorder Association), the CNY Scottish Rite Dyslexia 
Center, America’s VetDogs, Camp Felix and Reach Out and 
Read. 

This year the Junior Grand Executive Committee has 
selected the Masonic Medical Research Institute as our 
State Charity Project, with a focus on their autism spectrum 
disorder research program. Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) 
is a developmental disability that can cause significant social, 
communication and behavioral challenges. The MMRI’s 
program focuses on finding the genetic connection of how 
ASD is caused and how those with it can be helped in their 
daily life. The World Health Organization states that one in 
every 160 children is diagnosed with autism and one in every 
fifty-nine children in the United States is on the spectrum. 

To promote this cause we are selling three different styles 
of autism awareness pins for $5 each, as well as Pura Vida 
bracelets for $8 and NY Rainbow sweatpants for $35. Please 
reach out to us if you are interested in any of these items and 
we will be sure to get back to you. We look forward to the 
continued support of our Masonic family and look forward 
to seeing all of you on our travels throughout the coming 
months. Feel free to join any of our activities and meetings; 
our Masonic family is always welcome to attend.

Fidelity Assembly Installation of Officers

Bellmore Assembly Installation of Officers

W Mark Sexson Installation of Officers

Middletown Assembly Installation of Officers
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 Kristina turri Email: OOTrianglesNY@gmail.com 
 State Director Website: www.OOTNY.org

 : Facebook.com : Twitter.com : Snapchat.com : instagram.com
 @OOTNY @ootrianglesny @ootrianglesny OOTrianglesNY
 @Triangle StateDirector   @OOTMYStateRep
    @TriangleStateDirector

oRGaNiZaTioN oF TRiaNGle, iNc.

Working in Our Communities

Our lovely members have worked seamlessly to keep the 
Spirit of Duty to Others and Ourselves going. Here is a 

quick glimpse at our Triangle Girls shining.
Sunrise Triangle 146 attended a beach clean-up in Long 

Beach, New York for the Surfrider Foundation. We were 
cleaning the environment while soaking up the last bit of 
summer heat before hitting the books. Can you believe our 10 
a.m. group collected seventy-five pounds worth of trash from 
the beach? We cannot, either; imagine the difference made 
once many more volunteers joined the cause. This teamwork 
brings us one step closer to “saving” our planet.

In the Suffolk District the Ladies of Truth Triangle 31 have 
organized online fundraising, where supporters can purchase 
pasta of all shapes and themes for their Charity. After looking 
at their selections, you will not be able to resist. Beloved Queen 
Lily Morales has chosen Hope for Youth, with locations across 
the Long Island Region of New York as her term’s Charity. It 
strives to provide an abundance of services to children, youth 
and families. For over fifty years there has been a wide span 
of care to those in need, from emergency residential services 
to foster care. The fundraising continues and if you wish to 
donate, feel free to visit Truth Triangle’s Facebook page for 
the link.

Sisters of the Onondaga District Bal-On-Sen Triangle 65 
organized a Krispy Kreme Fundraiser in an effort to offset 
costs for our 2021 Biennial Convention in Albany, New York. 
Every member should be able to experience this eventful 
weekend in their journey as Triangle Girls. Everyone agrees, 
how glazingly fantastic is it to help by buying what most of us 
crave: donuts! Way to go!

On October 16 in Huntington, New York, Sunrise Triangle 
146 and Truth Triangle 31 joined forces. They met at Jephtha 
Lodge and participated in a gentle walk through Heckscher 
Park for the Shriners Hospitals for Children in Boston. Every 
volunteer was asked to dress in a great costume. All photos 
taken of the walk will be played on a loop for the children at 
Boston Hospital during the week of Halloween.

We hope Masonic Youth never cease to surprise you. Please 
remember what a difference they can make by allowing their 
perseverance to grow.
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Nothing comes between Triangle Sisterhood, not even a 
thousand miles. A wedding brought Triangle alumni and 

Supervisors to South Dakota to celebrate Shannon Rudolph, 
Past State Representative of the Organization of Triangles, 
Inc., and her new husband Nate.

“When I left New York State,” writes Shannon, “I was most 
concerned about moving away from my family, but also my 
Triangle family. I knew I would see my immediate family 
regularly on holidays but I was heartbroken not knowing 
when I would see my Masonic family again. Well, I should 
have known better that the bonds of Triangle sisterhood would 
withstand time and distance. When I learned how many of 
my Triangle Sisters and Supervisors were attending our recent 
wedding, I was overwhelmed with gratitude.

“Involvement in Triangle 
was a significant part of my 
adolescent years. I learned 
about true friendship, 
commitment, leadership 
and servitude. At the time, 
I loved Triangle because 
it made my teenage 
years enjoyable; but in 
retrospect, I realize that 
it gave me a sense of 
purpose. Moreover, the 
skills I learned prepared 
me for the relationships and career I have today. This was 
an important stage in my life and now I am embarking on 
another important journey as I marry my husband Nathan. It 
was so meaningful to me to have these two important chapters 
of my life converge for our wedding day.”
Shannon Rudolph Kraft
Honorary Order of Deborah, 2019; Past State Representative, 
2012-2013; Past Junior Advisor, 2011-2013; Past Beloved 
Queen, Lockport Triangle #128

Triangle is where friendships turn into sisterhood. Do 
you wish to learn how your daughters or granddaughters 
can join us? Email us at ootrianglesny@gmail.com for more 
information.

Triangle in S Dakota

Shannon Rudolph Kraft and Nate

(l-r) Five Past State Representatives: Kristina Little Groff,  
Ally Callaghan, Shannon Rudolph Kraft,  

Megan Cummings Odell, Samantha Dugan

 2150 Bleecker Street Peter Brusoe, Executive Officer nydemolay@nydemolay.org
 Utica New York 13501 Office 315/798-4922 Website: NYDemolay.org
  Fax 214/446-6537

 : Facebook.com@NYDemolay : Twitter.com@NYDeMolay  : Instagram.com@NYDeMolay

NeW YoRK deMolaY

DeMolay Leadership Conference

DeMolays and Advisors from all points of New York State 
converged at the Utica Masonic Temple to study such 

issues as time management, membership ideas, basic car care 
(tire pressure, oil check, tire management, etc). They also 
learned how to make pizza—and to eat the pizza they make.

It was a weekend of learning and eating and recognition. 
MW and Dad Richard J. Kessler, the Grand Line and 
concordant bodies gathered to confer the York Tribune on 
recipient Brother Brian Ramos. It was a packed house, a long 
weekend and the building of great memories and friendships. 
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Masonic Youth committee
RW caRY s. cOhN 
chairMan 
516/781-1157 
ccohn1127@aol.com

During the past year, your Masonic Youth Committee 
has worked to develop stronger ties with our Masonic 

Youth Organizations: International Order of the Rainbow for 
Girls in New York; New York DeMolay, Order of DeMolay; 
and the Organization of Triangles, Inc. Our Fraternity has 
been instilling Masonic values and ideals into the youth of 
our communities and providing them the opportunity for 
hands-on leadership for almost a century. This Committee has 
pursued these efforts in a variety of ways but most important 
is to encourage the members of our Grand Jurisdiction to give 
of their time as advisors. We encourage our Lodges and the 
Brothers who comprise them to sponsor a local Chapter of 
one of our Masonic Youth Organizations or to support an 
existing one. We encourage Brothers, Lodges and Districts to 
make direct financial contributions to support our Masonic 
Youth and their programs.

Let us remember that our hopes for the perpetuation of 
Freemasonry, our ideals and philosophies rest only in those 
who come to us voluntarily. They may be prompted to do so 
by having been favorably influenced by the good deeds and 
prestige of the Fraternity and by contact with Masons.

The following awards are associated with the Masonic Youth 
Committee for the current year:  

The Fifth Manhattan Masonic District Association 
Endowment Fund, Inc. has sponsored for more than sixty 
years—and has given this committee the privilege to conduct—
the Frank M. Totton Essay Contest.  This year’s topic is:

“The importance of a good coach or teacher”
Please note that the contest is open to any high school senior 

who is the child or grandchild of a Master Mason or a member 
of his extended family, or of a Masonic Youth Group. The 
young person must anticipate entering an accredited college 
in the fall of 2022. Essays are to be a minimum of 200 words 
and not to exceed 350 words. Essays are to be entered online 
by midnight of January 17, 2022. They must be emailed to the 
Chairman of the essay contest: RW Cary Cohn. Submissions 

must not include the applicant’s name on the front page of 
the essay. Entries not meeting these conditions will not be 
considered.

The awards will be paid as follows: First place, $1500; 
second, $1000; third, $750; fourth, $500; fifth, $350; sixth, 
$250; and seventh through tenth, $100 each. Online entries 
may be submitted through www.nymasons.org under the 
Masonic Youth Committee. The General Douglas MacArthur 
Youth Award is to be presented to a non-Mason of either 
gender or any organization for “exemplary and voluntary” 
community service to youth. A two-inch bronze medallion 
now accompanies this certificate. Included is a personal letter 
of congratulation from our Grand Master.

The Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award is a 
national recognition approved by the Boy Scouts of America to 
recognize outstanding service to the youth of our communities 
through service connected with the Scouting movement. Our 
New York State Brothers, to the number of 219, have been 
honored in this manner since inception. A personal letter 
of commendation from our Grand Master accompanies the 
certificate and medallion.

Eagle Scout Commendation is for those qualified as Eagle 
Scouts. It is a personalized commendation certificate, suitable 
for framing. Also included is a personal letter of congratulation 
from our Grand Master and accompanied with a bronze 
medallion approved by the national Boy Scout organization. 
The medallion, with the Masonic Square and Compasses and 
the words New York Masons and Citizenship emblazoned on it, 
is most impressive.

The Gold Award Girl Scout Recognition is a personalized 
commendation certificate appropriate for framing. It is 
GSUSA-approved. The package consists of a personal letter 
of congratulations from our Grand Master, a GSUSA Gold 
gilt pin, with the Girl Scout logo and the Masonic Square and 
Compasses upon it. 

Ben Franklin Award

The Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction has created the Ben Franklin Award to recognize Craft 

Lodges for their continued service to Freemasonry. The very first Ben 
Franklin Award was presented to Amherst Lodge 981 for 100 years of 
service to Freemasonry.

(l-r) DB Albert J. Luss, 32° MSA, Commander in Chief, Valley of 
Buffalo; W Christian Rowe Slack, Master of Amherst Lodge
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Grand lodge educational
 assistance ProgramRW chRisTOPheR J. hOUGh 

chairMan 
hough441@roadrunner.com

2021 EAP completed; 2022 begins

The year 2021 was another successful 
one for our Educational Assistance 

Program. Some 474 children and 
grandchildren from Lodges across the State 
of New York were awarded grants. 
We safely held two in-person award 
ceremonies. Students who were able 
to attend received their award 
certificate and a photo with 
Grand Master William Sardone. We are tremendously 
proud of the success of this program once again this year and 
look forward to 2022.

Applications for the 2022 Education Assistance Program 
can be found on the Grand Lodge website www.nymasons.org 
under the Educational Assistance link. The enrollment period 
begins on January 1, 2022 and ends on March 31. This is for all 
students seeking financial assistance for the fall 2022 academic 
term. Eligibility requirements and instructions for completing 
the scholarship application will be provided online. If you are 
a returning applicant, please use the same profile you created 
for your previous application. 

Applicants selected to receive awards will be notified in May 
of 2022. Public award presentations will be held around the 
state during the months of July and August. 

To be considered for an award, applicants must: 
• Be a child/grandchild of a New York State Master Mason 

or a NY Master Mason returning to school for a college 
degree. 

• Show academic or vocational achievement and have a 
minimum GPA of 2.75. 

• Be a full-time student (twelve credits per semester 
minimum for undergraduate and nine credits per 
semester minimum for graduate level studies) in fall 
2022.

Special consideration will also be given to applicants who 
participate in community service, demonstrate leadership 
abilities or perform family duties. A student is eligible for a 
maximum of four (4) awards from this program.

Potunk heists Traveling Gavel 

On Thursday, October 7 Suffolk Lodge 
60 in Port Jefferson held their regular 

Stated Communication. The meeting 
was preceded by an excellent Oktoberfest 
celebration.  

In search of fellowship and broiled 
bratwurst, the brethren of Potunk Lodge 
1071 came in force to visit. As a memento 
of their excursion, Potunk members 
decided to take the Traveling Gavel home 
with them, where it now sits next to an 
excellent Kentucky bourbon. Where will 
it travel to next?

(l-r) W Frank Miranda, Suffolk 60; W Jeremy Conner and  
the Brothers of Potunk Lodge 1071
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Masonic Medical Research iNsTiTUTe
RW ROBeRT heWsON
President
MMri board of directors
716/866-3353
Rhewson@mmri.edu

Find us on: 

As we begin a new season I thought it would be beneficial 
to take a look back and review the history of MMRI, 

where we started and where we are 
going. The Masonic Medical Research 
Institute (MMRI) was started sixty-two 
years ago with a singular mission to help 
treat rheumatic fever. Over the years, 
the Institute has changed direction and 
become a nationally recognized cardiac 
electrophysiology center. Today, the 
Institute has grown even further, being 
known as a multifaceted, internationally 
recognized research facility studying 
diabetes, lupus, cardiac diseases, genetics 
and autism. 

Over the last five years we have 
completed significant renovations of all 
four floors of our current building located 
on the Masonic Care Community campus 
in Utica. We have hired a new Executive Director/Director of 
Research, Maria Kontaridis, Ph.D., who is responsible for our 
new and challenging areas of research. She has recruited many 
talented young scientists, postdoctoral fellows, technicians 
and administrative staff. Our renovations and accumulated 
talent have made us a world-class facility with state-of-the-art 
technology. 

These updates, however, come with a cost. Funding for 
this research comes from National Institute of Health (NIH) 
grants, Department of Defense (DOD) grants, and New York 
State grants, together with financial support from you, New 
York State Freemasons. We cannot continue our trajectory 
without your generous support. I would ask that all New York 
Masons consider donating to support our continued success. 
No amount is too small or insignificant. When you donate to 
the Brotherhood Fund, please consider checking the box for 
MMRI.

That said, we know New York Masons should not have to 
bear the brunt of research that will benefit all humanity. To 
that end we have developed a national and an international 
Grand Lodge outreach program. I am asking all Grand 

Jurisdictions to help where they can and to potentially support 
us financially. 

Pictured here are the current Board of Directors of the 
MMRI. The Board consists of fifteen distinguished Freemasons 
elected by the Grand Lodge of the State of New York to serve 
three-year terms. They represent all regions of New York State 
and are selected on the basis of professional and business 
experiences. Their specific area of expertise is calculated to 
contribute to foster growth and success at the Institute. This 
year we welcomed two new Board members, RW Frank 
Williams and RW Paul Mossberg and, sadly, replaced RW 
Lawrence Sussman and RW Francesco Santoni-Rugiu. We 
thank them for their years of dedication and service and look 
forward to their continued support. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please feel free to reach out to any member of the 
Board.

So, as I stated in the beginning, things are changing. The 
Board and our Executive Director are hard at work making 
the MMRI another jewel of the Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of the State of New York. Thank you for 
your continued support. You can be proud of the fine work 
being done here at the MMRI.
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APRIL 2, 2022 

CELEBRATION PARTY 
FOR R∴W∴G. MICHAEL MORRIS 

BANQUET CELEBRATION ON BECOMING 

DEPUTY FOR NEW YORK,  AASR 
LOCATION:  WOODCLIFF HOTEL AND SPA  
199 WOODCLIFF DR,  FAIRPORT,  NY 14450 

Date and Time: April 2, 2022, Social time 5:00 PM, Dining Room opens 6:00 

PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM 

Cost: $89 per person for dinner, cash bar available 

Rooms available through the hotel at $159 plus tax per night. Call Toll 

free: 800‐365‐3065, mention promotion code Valley of Rochester AASR. 

 
The event is to celebrate the election and installation of R∴W∴ and Ill∴ G. 

Michael Morris, 33°, Active as the new Scottish Rite Deputy for the State of 
New York. Brother Morris serves as a Trustee of the Masonic Home and 

Asylum Fund and was instrumental in the purchase of land in Henrietta, NY 

for the Trustees to build another campus of the Masonic Care Community. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: SECRETARY@VALLEYOFROCHESTER.ORG 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John E. Kading 
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Robert E. Canfield 
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0797 Seneca 
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Warren G. Kraft 
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Francis D. Everett Jr 
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James E. Woodruff 
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0487 normaL 
William J. Orr 
John H. Shaw 
0508 HerScHeL-argyLe 
Tony J. Poulos 
0589 nauraSHank 
John Harvey 
0673 avoca 
Walter A. Mehlenbacher 
0799 oriSkany 
Robert W. Thomas 
Henry Wind Jr 
0819 comPoSite 
Julian A. Siegel 
0875 Hendrick HudSon 
Ralph M. Douglas 
0892 queenSBoro

George D. Blasch 
0913 HeigHtS

Charles H. Ryder 
0958 moriaH

Donald B. Klein 
0977 amityviLLe

Herbert W. Steel 

          70 YEARS          

0006 St. george’S
Lyle W. Hall 
Ralph P. Richter 
0009 unity

Irwin B. Diamond 
0046 Huguenot

Harold T. Meagher 
0073 cHarLotteviLLe

Lloyd Williams 
0095 generaL SuLLivan

Walter T. Ersly 
0105 Hiram

George P. Pullman 
0109 inSPiration

Frederick A Stahl 
0126 eaStern LigHt

Harold G. Maider 
0127 Lake city

David M. Russell IV
0132 niagara LaSaLLe

Harold W. Cooper 
0168 corning Painted PoSt

Charles H. Chase 
0178 cornerStone

Sidney C. Greenfield 
0250 wiLLard SyLvan grove

Andrew Torigian 

0273 franciS LewiS

William A. Hurster 
James D. Mcdermott 
0284 america 
Ernest C. Schlottmann 
0386 Jordan 
Robert K. Hill Jr 
0406 Humanity 
David B. Lauster 
0435 St. mark’S-veStaL 
Leslie H. Wilmarth 
0483 zeredatHa 
Bertram L. Lubliner 
0494 JePHtHa 
Alfred Q. Kuntz 
0516 Park 
James W. Mcdonald 
0586 advance Service mizPaH 
Harold Sobel 
0651 true craftSman’S 
Murray H. Schenker 
0699 Harmonie 
Robert Clayton Heron 
0714 wieLand 
John Arnold Eymer 
0758 Bay ridge 
Arthur T. Thompson 
0765 von menScH 
John P. Dietzel 
0782 triune-oBed 
Justus Edward McCurty 
0859 coLLaBergH-radium 
Charles C. Merz 
0877 weSt Point 
Robert H. Johnston  
0902 mount maSada-gaLaxy 
Robert A. Baer 
1015 mount SaBattiS 
Bazil S. Burns 

          65 YEARS           

0011 tHe Lodge of antiquity 
Larry H. Zuckerman 
0020 mount moriaH 
Herbert N. Messing 
0056 St. aLBanS 
John C. Mesloh 
0065 morning Star 
Asa Thomas Smith 
0075 evening Star 
George F. Buhrmaster 

Years of service
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0087 van renSSeLaer 
Frank K. Ball Jr
Robert L. Bowen 
Donald M. Deweerdt 
0093 croSSroadS united 
Salvador J. Gandia 
0105 Hiram 
William G. Braun Jr 
0120 HamiLton 
Stuart F. Jaquay Jr
0134 LowviLLe 
William E. Kilburn III 
0141 erie canaL 
Joseph R. Marshall 
Ralph E. Mcdowell 
0147 warren SaLem town 
Edwin E. Smith 
0175 oxford 
William A. Anderson 
0195 frankLin 
John L. Spooner 
0252 encHanted mountainS 
Norman B. Case 
0262 PHoenix 
Carl Kerr 
0290 mount oLive 
James Dean Rodka 
0303 SyLvan 
Arden E. Johnson 
0306 cuBa-friendSHiP 
Gary O. Rathbun 
0347 cLinton-HamPton 
David R. Whiting 
0381 Huguenot 
Richard C. Guether 
0395 amBer 
Eugene P. Groebler 
0404 conSteLLation 
Raymond H. Morgan 
0412 Hoffman 
Robert A. Mansfield 
0419 arcade 
Leonard W. Mason 
0438 maratHon 
LaVerne S. Dann 
0471 tomPkinS 
James A. Bilotti Jr 
0474 BeLmont

John J. Riley 
0486 goLdenruLe cLermont 

mckinLey 
Stanley Katzman 
0487 normaL 
Nelson A E Strauch 
0501 LiverPooL SyracuSe 
John E. Gallagher 

0544 warwick 
David G. De Olden Sr
0550 HanniBaL 
James W. Best 
0570 avon SPringS 
Jerry L. Rowe 
0671 waPPingerS 
Arthur B. Hall 
0680 victor 
Edwin L. Osterhout 
0689 wHat cHeer 
Lloyd Kenneth King 
0701 Beacon LigHt 
Richard E. Gray 
0739 maimonideS-marSHaLL 
James R. Bonerbo 
0757 SiLver 
William J. Stephens 
0797 Seneca 
James S. Davis 
0814 Sconondoa-SHerriLL 
Robert T. Wanner 
0819 comPoSite 
Jay M. Tischenkel 
0822 LynBrook-maSSaPequa 
James Forbes Jr 
0826 SutHerLand 
Robert I. Blow 
0838 connetquot 
Robert W. Cummings 
0839 atHeLStane 
Phillip Arthur 
Friedman 
0892 queenSBoro 
Arthur L. Manos 
0913 HeigHtS 
Gary B. Cruttenden 
0922 amoS-fort greene 
Allan I. Nathanson 
Sheldon Schrager 
0925 tyrian 
Richard T. Walgate 
0956 SPartan 
Harrison A. Gay 
0965 geneva 
J Ronald Gilbert 
1034 van cortLandt 
Arthur M. Schwabe 
1041 BrotHerHood 
Irwin Scharf 
Marvin E. Segal 
1057 SPringfieLd gardenS 
Edward L. Franks 
1066 Harry S truman 
Marvin J. Fischer 
1124 Pan-american 
David Marvin Mason 

1127 SmitHtown 
James S. Gouras 
1143 vaLLey Stream 
George W. Watson 
1147 carroLL 
Donald E. Stormer Sr
       
          60 YEARS          

0003 mount vernon 
James Harry Mcnary 
0020 mount moriaH 
Mark A. Sonnino 
0022 frankLin 
Ronald George

Harrington 
0056 St. aLBanS 
Michael F. Doller 
0065 morning Star 
Louis John Denovellis Jr 
0073 cHarLotteviLLe 
Larry Ray Sidebottom 
0075 evening Star 
Allan R. Hartshorn 
0095 generaL SuLLivan 
Wallace R. Hunt 
0105 Hiram 
Kenneth A. Preston 
0109 inSPiration 
James Allen Clark 
0131 myrtLe-JefferSon 
Charles Alan Fitch 
0132 niagara LaSaLLe 
Donald E. Tubo 
0141 erie canaL 
Walter Burton Ward 
0146 weStern union 
Howard M. Miller 
0154 erac 
Lyle Frederick Maldoon 
0157 trumanSBurg 
Clifford G. Northrup 
0172 cHaumont 
Harold Douglas Reome 
0175 oxford 
Gary Van Buiten 
0178 cornerStone 
Emil Propper 
0201 geneSiS 
Peter Balis 
Harry Poulakakos 
0205 PHoenix 
Constantine P. Kapassakis 
0232 king SoLomon-BeetHoven 
Charles S. Salomon 

0241 Harmony 
Arthur F. Berton 
Robert W H Plested 
Frederick J. Werkmeister 
0255 Living Stone 
Will H. Broconier 
David Ronald Rosser 
0284 america 
Joseph H. Baier 
0305 fayetteviLLe centraL city 
Jonothan Wayne Taylor 
0318 JoSePH enoS 
David Westley Slocum 
0343 rondout 
Lawrence Adin 
0358 ancient LandmarkS 
Edward Ballow 
0369 caLLimacHuS 
William Paul Godfrey 
0383 nortHern aurora 
Richard E. Learned 
0395 amBer 
Dean F. Wilson 
0396 dePoSit 
Martin John Freyer Sr
Clifford John Mott 
0399 maine

Earl M. Drury Jr
0404 conSteLLation 
Merle C. Webster 
0406 Humanity 
James A. Milliman 
0417 wadSwortH 
Ward R. Jones 
0435 St. mark’S-veStaL 
Alan Russell Disbro 
0439 deLaware river 
Gordon L. Whitten 
0462 attica 
John E. Novak 
0473 wHite PLainS 
Norman T. Carathanasis 
Fred Gambino Jr 
Romulo Quesada 
0522 SkaneateLeS 
Dana E. Coye 
0533 round HiLL 
James E. Pipher 
0548 LaurenS 
Jack D. Reed 
0555 yorktown-diamond-

tHiStLe 
Edwin D. Zuraw 
0563 cornucoPia 
Pasquale Aronna 
0570 avon SPringS 
Robert E. Rowe 

0579 PortviLLe 
James L. Todd 
0582 wawarSing 
Ronald G. Matthews 
Richard M. Mcdole 
0586 advance Service mizPaH 
Edwin Rosenfeld 
0608 LeSSing 
William C. Burger 
0627 waLLkiLL 
Decatur Butterworth 

Rabiet 
William Arthur Sutton 
0648 memoriaL 
James D. Fisher 
Charles Minosh 
0649 roBinSon 
David E. Prutsman 
0671 waPPingerS 
Frederick W. Holzbaur 
0681 caroLine 
Howard Pidduck 
0699 Harmonie 
Keith A. Wilkinson 
0701 Beacon LigHt 
Leonard Schachner 
0708 kiSco 
J Waldie Gullen 
0718 adonai 
David Freer Jr 
0739 maimonideS-marSHaLL 
Gerald Glazer 
Richard Emanuel Montag 
Joseph H. Oestreich 
Edward H. Richard 
0754 noaH 
Stuart N. Crouse 
0757 SiLver 
Frederick Nelson 

Summerton 
0776 reLiance 
Robert F. Comte 
Edward A W Schlobohm 
0793 BaByLon 
Herbert David Heins 
Richard Otto Heins 
Herman F. Heins Jr 
0797 Seneca 
Edward Henry Miller III 
0814 Sconondoa-SHerriLL 
Richard A. Thaler 
0819 comPoSite 
Robert L. Nagler 
0839 atHeLStane 
C. F. William Maurer III 
0849 nortH woodS 
Phillip Gandy 
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0854 arcHimede-roma 
Yehuda Arie 

Kirschenbaum 
0863 dunwoodie 
Richard A. Markell 
0890 JoSHua 
Donald A. Geller 
0912 great kiLLS 
Barnett M. Moore Jr 
0915 BeukendaaL 
Daniel R. Jorgensen 
0917 ima 
Marvin Sandler 
0923 tadmor 
Fred W. Jaeck 
0934 JoSePH warren-gotHic 
Howard Elakman 
Lloyd M. Marks 
0970 JoHnSon city unity 
Brian K. Mather 
0981 amHerSt 
Kendall W. Davis 
1016 fLoraL Park 
Fred P. Faas Jr 
1041 BrotHerHood 
Marvin S. Caligor 
1057 SPringfieLd gardenS 
Adam W. Schmitt 
1101 PartHenon 
Anthony E. Kissanis 
1118 Lodge of tHe united 

ServiceS 
Norman J. Glover 
1147 carroLL 
Walter H. Dahlgren 
1185 weStern Star 
Lawrence R. Brooks 
David E. Hess 
1186 ken-ton 
Donald C. Unkrich 
1188 renaiSSance

Leonidas Samouilidis 
Karl J. Skusa 
Wayne P. Vernon 

         55 YEARS          

0002 indePendent royaL arcH 
John Mauk Hilliard 
0004 St. Patrick’S 
William R. Dorn 
0009 unity 
Lee S. Harvey 
0010 kingSton 
Harold T. Hyatt 
0013 aPoLLo-king SoLomon’S 
William D. McIntyre Jr

0031 conSoLidated 
Edward Rach 
0039 oLive BrancH 
Neil R. Bedford 
0045 union 
James M. Brewer 
Alan Ramsay 
Bruce G. Whitmore 
0056 St. aLBanS 
George L. Knauer 
0065 morning Star 
David L. Dennis Jr 
0066 Staten iSLand 
Frederick M. Robinson 
0084 amSterdam 
Alfred R. Auspelmyer 
0085 BetHLeHem 
Frederick I. Simon 
0118 addiSon union 
Gordon H. Levi 
0136 Hiram 
John E. Norvell 
0138 otSego 
Iver J. Berry 
0141 erie canaL 
Albert E. Valerio 
0149 au SaBLe river 
Daryl A. Emig Jr 
0153 friendSHiP 
William E. Wunder 
0154 erac 
Franklin G. Granata 
John A. Williams 
0157 trumanSBurg 
William Houseworth Jr 
James E. Vorp 
0160 Seneca river 
Paul E. Foster Jr 
0177 BingHamton 
Gordon R. 
Cunningham 
Paul D. Gillin 
David J. Mowry 
0178 cornerStone 
Stanley L. Hollander 
0195 frankLin

Michael A. Chorna 
0230 univerSity 
Madison L. Boyce 
0231 cornerStone 
William A. Doyle Sr 
0232 king SoLomon-BeetHoven 
Richard A. Katz Esq
0236 PHiLiPStown 
Richard George Hastede 
0250 wiLLard SyLvan grove 
John Wm Meyer 

0258 macedonia 
John Philip Maxson 
Donald R. Perrin 
0262 PHoenix 
William L. Glazier 
0285 george waSHington 
Stephen C. Merjanian Jr 
0294 canandaigua 
Herbert G. McFetridge 
0305 fayetteviLLe centraL city 
Harold C. Brown Jr 
0313 Stony Point wawayanda 
Frederick W. Schaper 
0318 JoSePH enoS 
Ronald M. Wende 
0358 ancient LandmarkS 
George F. Ahrens Jr 
Robert D. Donaldson 
0369 caLLimacHuS 
Lewis E. Polmanteer 
0381 Huguenot 
Stephen D. Ackerman 
0399 maine 
Gary W. Miller 
0406 Humanity 
Richard L. Gutschow 
0432 rHineBeck 
Revilo Merrihew Jr
Don S. Williams 
0433 fort PLain

John R. Pickard 
0434 PLeaSantviLLe HiawatHa 
Kenneth L. Roper Jr 
0435 St. mark’S-veStaL 
Emmerich John Bares III 
0439 deLaware river 
Paul Krickhahn 
Robert A. Peet 
0458 SHekomeko 
Kenneth J. Gray 
0473 wHite PLainS 
Werner W. Friederichs 
0476 fairPort-fLower city 
Bruce F. Budd 
Martin Lukacher 
0486 goLdenruLe cLermont 

mckinLey 
Stephen A. Rubinstein 
0491 ScHoHarie vaLLey 
Donn R. Stanley 
0513 maSSena 
Everett Max Hampton 
0527 akron 
Daniel F. Giras 
0544 warwick 
Henry K J Rapp Jr 

0545 coPernicuS 
Helmut M. Streng 
Wilfried Wiegand 
0579 PortviLLe 
Edgar T. Clark III 
0581 winfieLd 
Richard B. Kovach 
Robert Charles Wheeler 
0586 advance Service mizPaH 
Donald J. Kaiser 
Joseph A. Markenson 
William M. Plank 
Robert Russell 
0589 nauraSHank 
Gunnar O. Svalland 
0608 LeSSing 
Walter Kohler 
0645 riverHead 
George Dioguardo 
0673 avoca

Melvin L. Hann 
0681 caroLine 
Gordon J. Ryan 
Herbert R. Schutt Jr 
0701 Beacon LigHt 
Edward F. Wegener Jr 
0754 noaH 
Douglas A. Croote 
0782 triune-oBed 
Raymond S. O Connell 
0793 BaByLon 
Louis F. Van Wart 
0796 doLgeviLLe 
Charles L. Cenkner 
0819 comPoSite 
William Hornstein 
0821 BetHany 
Edwin F. Rothfuss Jr 
0839 atHeLStane 
William Frank 
0875 Hendrick HudSon 
Peter M. Lawson 
0880 SiBeLiuS-BredaBLick 
Paul C. Christensen 
0890 JoSHua 
Daniel Miller MD
0892 queenSBoro 
Gerald R. Dechen 
0908 oLd town 
Richard A. Gurney 
0922 amoS-fort greene 
Richard Bass 
0934 JoSePH warren-gotHic 
Saul E. Feather 
0942 fraternity-dunderBerg 
Arthur Klamka 

0956 SPartan 
James W. Kiebler Jr 
0970 JoHnSon city unity 
Harry B. White 
0998 nortriP 
Robert D. Wilson Jr 
1015 mount SaBattiS 
Donald R Bott 
1057 SPringfieLd gardenS 
David S. Brill 
Frank A. Mangiaracina 
1066 Harry S truman 
Lawrence E. Josloff 
1118 Lodge of tHe united 

ServiceS 
Peter A. Broms 
1143 vaLLey Stream 
Earl L. Solbakken 
1166 Britannia 
John Leigh 
1186 ken-ton 
Harry B. Overholt 
N David Schnirel 
1188 renaiSSance 
Robert D. Blumreich 
Robert D. Loesch 
1912 tHree PiLLarS 
Hagop Tossounian 

          50 YEARS          

0008 HoLLand 
Ove V. Nilsson 
0011 tHe Lodge of antiquity 
Ronald R. Green 
0013 aPoLLo-king SoLomon’S 
Donald Matthew 

Valerino 
0017 L’union francaiSe 
Etienne H. Merle 
0034 courtLandt 
Walter Lee 
Paul S. Reif 
0045 union 
Dayle F. Kirkwood 
0046 Huguenot 
Fred J. Carlson 
Albert Frohlich Jr
0056 St. aLBanS 
William M. Annis 
Peter Huemme 
Jordan N. Shames 
0063 wantagH morton 
Ralph P. Hanus 
0066 Staten iSLand 
Charles J. Chillemi 
0075 evening Star 
John P. Swedick 
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0084 amSterdam 
Wayne M. Brownell 
0096 mount HoPe-PHoenix 
Clifford H. Marcy 
0112 SteuBen 
William T. Tobin 
0121 queenSBury 
Arnold M. Alkes 
0127 Lake city 
John B. Mulford III
0136 Hiram 
Grant L. Delong 
0145 mount moriaH 
Donald E. Almgren 
Donald L. Hook 
David M. Howard 
0153 friendSHiP 
Leigh A. Ericson 
0154 erac 
Bruce W. Hamilton 
Raymond Wm La Flair 
0155 fraternaL 
James K. Brubaker 
0159 PuLtneyviLLe 
Gary L. Orbaker 
0168 corning Painted PoSt 
Mark W. Gernand 
0203 munn 
Ira H. Margolis 
0231 cornerStone 
William E. Ramlow Jr
0258 macedonia 
Gerald G. Leidenfrost 
0264 Baron SteuBen 
Thomas F. Groves 
0273 franciS LewiS 
Thomas J. Wall Jr 

0283 Beacon 
Ernest F. Probst 
0308 Seneca Lake 
Herbert L. Goodman 
Peter C. Schlappi 
0320 union Star 
Roy A. Cluff 
0343 rondout 
William Hogg Jr 
0371 Heritage 
Herman J. Molzahn 
0381 Huguenot 
Christian E. Luxhoj 
Richard L. Stauff 
0383 nortHern aurora 
Christopher Douglas 
Lewis 
0392 SoduS 
Klaus J. Reimann 
0393 waddington 
Robert O. Mcneil 
Carl P. Rose 
0394 coBLeSkiLL 
Richard P. Frank 
0414 ScriBa 
Charles E. Whipple 
0417 wadSwortH 
James J. Van de Wal 
0438 maratHon 
Francis Knickerbocker 
0442 windSor 
Clyde F. Barnes 
0454 kane 
William Brand Pryor 
0458 SHekomeko 
William C. Murphy 

0466 oneonta 
Ralph A. Mollison 
0471 tomPkinS 
Theo M. Thorsen 
0473 wHite PLainS 
Ronald B. Salvatore 
0479 unity 
Rudolph J. Youngman 
0486 goLdenruLe cLermont 

mckinLey 
Allan V. Leibowitz 
0527 akron 
Clyde E. Butcher Jr 
Raymond F. Grassman Jr 
0538 weBSter 
Jacob J. Ponshock Jr 
0542 gariBaLdi 
Michael Deluca 
Robert F. Serricchio 
0552 Hancock 
William K. Bisbee 
0582 wawarSing 
Arlie I. DuBois 
Allan L. Loucks 
0584 aSHLar 
Wm G. Herrington 
0586 advance Service mizPaH 
Mel Manheimer 
James W S Roberts Jr 
0615 StiSSing 
Harry Baden 
0616 cazenovia 
Robert D. Bailey 
0624 SHaron SPringS 
Douglas W. Schrom 
0639 SomerSet 
Herbert C. Meyer 

0647 aurora grata-day Star 
Clyde B. Simmons 
0708 kiSco 
John W. Ticknor 
0712 PeLHam 
Barry Rosenband 
0727 Bunting-cHarity 
Michael Liquori 
0729 ancHor-aStoria 
Aram R. Sarkissian 
0751 La univerSaL 
Andres Rocafort 
0787 gaSPort 
Nathan R. Herendeen 
0796 doLgeviLLe 
Brian A. Roberts 
0819 comPoSite 
Richard E. Ticknor 
0822 LynBrook-maSSaPequa 
John David Butcher 
Henry R. Pupke 
0826 SutHerLand 
Anton F. Harnish 
0839 atHeLStane 
Barry S. Ronner 
0863 dunwoodie 
Michael J. Radest 
0867 damaScuS 
John A. Mouracade 
0877 weSt Point 
Neil R. Flickenschild 
0915 BeukendaaL 
Larry E. Bascom 
Lawrence E. Church 
0923 tadmor 
Rainer H E Reinke 

0942 fraternity-dunderBerg 
Jerold C. Lieberman 
0948 Sweet Home 
Donald H. Davis 
0956 SPartan 
Joseph A. Cattano 
0977 amityviLLe 
John Morris 
1037 victoria Sea gate 
Raymond Krietchman 
Saul Mercer 
1057 SPringfieLd gardenS 
Kenneth E. Neu 
1068 JameS w. HuSted-fiat 

Lux 
William A. Meer 
1111 weSt Seneca 
Donald A. Jenkins 
Robert C. Morey 
1147 carroLL 
Allen Ralph Haller 
P Michael Nielsen 
1175 feLLowSHiP 
Roger P. Brown 
1178 great vaLLey 
James F. Granger Jr 
1185 weStern Star 
Brian J. Hindle 
1186 ken-ton 
James N. Bell 
1193 towPatH 
Robert L. Donovan 

Writings on the Wall
Actually, the artwork is on the wall, too. 

Remember how I keep speaking about the 
library and all the books, artifacts, etc.? Well, we 
also have a myriad of paintings, prints, pictures 
and more. But they have been locked away.

Not anymore. With cooperation of the 
Masonic Hall and Home Trustees and our 
Library Trustees and staff, we are now displaying 
a portion of these works of art on various floors 
of the Grand Lodge Hall. The plan is to rotate 
them “every now and then.”

These treasures are yours. Now you can see 
them. Enjoy.
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Have a “trained” eye?

You know I have been talking about the Masonic Model 
Railroad Club. You know I talk a lot; but you also know 

I follow up on what I talk about. With that said, I need your 
help. The first Masonic Model Railroading Club is waiting for 
you at Masonic Care New Rochelle. 

To make a long story short, a man (not a Mason) heard of 
our venture and donated his layout. It sounded like a good 
idea until it took RW Scott Peat, RW Rodney Cuoty and me 
two days to disassemble. It went from a basement to a U-Haul 
and pickup to the second floor of the Mooney Center in 
Masonic Care New Rochelle. We showed a video at the Grand 
Lodge Session.

But now I need you. This is an HO layout. I have wood 

(2x3’s) to make new supports; I have lots of the old quad telco 
wire. But I need you. This is an ambitious challenge but it is 
one that can bring friends, children, families and members 
together.

I have received calls with offers of other sets and I will get 
to you on that. But right now, let’s plan for interested parties 
to meet some evening at MCNR. There may even be pizza. 
(How can you say No to that?) Get to me at wsardone@att.
net and I will work on an evening when we can all gather and 
get on track.  

If you are interested to see our award-winning video, let me 
know. I know a guy who knows a guy who can send it to you. 
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From the Webmaster
BROTheR KeNNeTh JP sTUczYNsKi 
WebMaster
nyMasons.org 
716/241-1329 
master@kentropolis.com

Seven years ago I was appointed to the Communications 
Committee of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York 

to be webmaster for NYMasons.Org. It opened a whole new 
world to me. It wasn’t just traveling with then-Deputy Grand 
Master Jeff Williamson, promoting the use of technology at a 
time it was desperately needed, but also working with Brothers 
on other committees. My column in The Empire State Mason 
opened up many conversations I may not have had otherwise. 
And working with Districts, along with being the webmaster 
for the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch, made me familiar with 
the state’s Masonic lay of the land.

However, there was something vital to further expand my 
Masonic circle and experience — the Internet. There are 
countless social media groups on Freemasonry, many of which 
are frequented by the leaders of our jurisdiction. We ask and 
answer questions, compare notes between our experiences and 
gain awareness of a global Masonic culture in all its diversity. 
We may stray into politics, or even worse, argue over which 
way a ring should be worn. And it may seem superficial being 
virtual, but there are countless meetings and presentations you 
could not otherwise visit or attend. Since COVID started, the 
opportunities have become endless.

Such access gave me courage to write for online publications, 
such as The Midnight Freemasons, and meet other Masonic 
authors. I discovered Masonic podcasts, and was even 
interviewed on one. I started reaching out to Brothers who 

wrote or are mentioned in articles or books — they are an 
email or PM away. I discovered that these intellectual and 
scholastic giants will meet Brothers on the level in a way that 
doesn’t happen outside the bonds of our Fraternity.

Not everyone is a member of Grand Lodge, but we each 
have access to channels of information and relationships 
in ways that were never conceived by those who wrote our 
Constitutions. You don’t have to be a writer or scholar. You 
certainly don’t have to be a webmaster, although I have made 
connections with other webmasters who serve the Craft on a 
scale far greater than my own.

Too many Brothers stare at the walls of their own Lodge, 
never venturing outside their immediate community. There 
was a time when being a Traveling Man required time and 
expense. We went from carts to canals to railroads, highways 
and air travel. But now you can instantly touch the whole 
world from wherever you sit. The insularity or expansion of 
the experience of your faith and practice is entirely a matter 
of choice.

I am still profoundly grateful to the Brothers who believed 
in me and asked me to serve Grand Lodge. But even if I were 
to find other Masonic work or switch vocations tomorrow, the 
meaningful relationships will live on. And I’m only getting 
started. Who’s with me? Are you ready to be a Traveling Man 
in this new age?

Tucker makes 50
Brother Charles D. Tucker received his Service Award for 

fifty years in the Craft. Brother Tucker is a member of St. 
Patrick’s No. 4 in Johnstown, NY and is currently retired in 
Central Florida. MW Bill Thomas, PGM, had the honor of 
presenting his certificate, apron and pin on behalf of MW 
Richard J. Kessler, Grand Master on November 8, 2021.

Brother Tucker is a third-generation Mason. His grandfather 
was Past Master of Belmont No. 454 and also a fifty-year 
Mason. Brother Tucker proudly displayed his grandfather’s 
pin next to his own, representing over a century of Masonic 
service.

Brother Tucker is also a Senior DeMolay. He is a former 
member of the US Air Force.
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Grand lecturer
RW RichaRd FRiedMaN, 
Grand lecturer
richddgm1@gmail.com

Ritual perspective as the Sleeping Giant Awakes

Conventions have started and it has been great! The 
enthusiasm has been high and it is clear that the sleeping 

giant of Freemasonry is awaking and is gearing up to rock and 
roll. The great songwriter Joni Mitchell once penned a lyric 
that said, “Don’t it always seem to go that you don’t know 
what you got till it’s gone.” We are rediscovering each other 
again and experiencing the pure joy of being with one another 
again as Masons.

We are focusing on the beautiful First Degree in the 
conventions this year. What a great way to get grounded in our 
basics and rebuild our box of working tools! The First Degree 
gives us the brilliant opportunity to start building Masons 
out of our candidates. They are entering into a world they 
know little or nothing about and our ritual work at this critical 
juncture is all important in laying a solid Masonic foundation 
for further growth.

It is in this Degree that the candidate sees how we work, 
how serious we are about our own work and are imbued 
with the cement that forms the foundation for our bonds of 
Brotherhood. If we build a great foundation we will build 
better Masons, and a great First Degree does that.

Visualize the progression of the ritual this way:
 First Section EA First Section FC First Section MM
 Historical EA Middle Chamber Hiramic Legend

The top of the line, starting with the first sections of the 
Degrees, builds the box of working tools where every Mason 
must be grounded. By the end of the first section of the Third 
Degree you have your 24-inch gauge, common gavel, plumb, 
square, level, three precious jewels, apron and the trowel and 
much more. You have obligated yourself three times to be a 
better man and Mason in upholding our high standards.

At the bottom of the line the lectures present the context 

and the story of Freemasonry. It is in the lectures that we 
are introduced to the magnificent Hiram Abiff and trace his 
steps on the journey that explain why his name is held in high 
veneration by the Craft. Remember that each and every one of 
us played the role of Hiram Abiff and we are trying to model 
his integrity.

The lectures include the initial presentation of the 
symbology of the Craft, opening the door for each Brother 
to derive for himself what they mean to him. The lecturers 
expose the candidate to the principal tenets, the construction 
of the Temple and the greatest story of integrity in the drama.

The lectures combined with the first sections increase the 
knowledge base of the way and the why of the importance of 
applying the working tools with which we have been invested. 
But without knowing the whole context of the story, the 
working tools cannot be used to their best advantage. It would 
be like building a building without a blueprint. Therefore, it is 
incumbent upon us to give our candidates the whole story of 
Freemasonry. The definition of a Craftsman is having mastery 
over a particular piece of work. Our ritual is full of references 
to the Craft and Craftsmen.

In our context, becoming a Craftsman is in the mastery of 
the ritual and most importantly, reaching for the meanings 
beyond the words and applying them in our daily lives. We 
owe this to our future generations so that the tenets of our 
institution continue to be transmitted unimpaired through a 
succession of ages.

It is worth the effort, my Brothers. As I travel, it is what 
our younger members want to learn with enthusiasm. For 
once, let’s listen to our members and raise the bar on ritual 
performance throughout the jurisdiction. Gung HO! 

Bricks are Back
Many of you have been waiting for your brick 

orders to come in for the Horticultural 
Center at the Masonic Care Community 
in Utica, NY. As with many businesses, the 
pandemic shuttered brick-making operations. 
But the company is back and bricks are now 
being processed for us.

There is still space if you want to purchase 
a brick. Look for the form on NYMASONS.
ORG. 
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Grand Lodge 2021 
More Pictures on the back page
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