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From the Grand East
MW WILLIAM M. SARDONE 
Grand Master
212/337-6643
GrandMaster@nymasons.org

My Brothers, 
As I write this, protocols will have fallen in place 

around the time you receive this issue. We also have a new 
Governor and may see new policies. As I said on my webinar, 
we must stay within the mandates that are deployed by our 
City, State and Nation, which include any Covid Protocols. 

Some Grand Lodges have already engaged restrictions and 
at this time New York City is deploying proof of vaccination. 

You have proven resiliency throughout all these mandates, 
shutdowns, etc. Your flexibility is appreciated and as a result 
we are seeing Masonry coming back with a renewed fervor 
that has not been seen in decades. 

A new lodge has started, lodges are asking for dispensations 
to meet through the summer, membership is rising, and we 
continue to move in the right direction. 

Further into this issue you will see an article from RW G. 
Steven Getman who speaks to many things. One of which 
is the Organ Restoration at Tompkins Chapel. We have 
established the MW Carl J. Smith Organ fund for those who 
wish to see this restoration move forward. 

Depending on when this issue arrives, you may have 
attended or will attend our Back to Masonry Events as well as 
the 9/11 remembrance. 

On September 11, 2021, we will have a 9/11 remembrance 
and dedication in Vestal, NY at 10 AM. This will be followed 
that afternoon with as Back to Masonry Picnic/BBQ in 
Cortlandville, NY at 1 PM 

September 18, 2021 will be an additional Back to Masonry 
on the other side of the state in Tappan, NY at the DeWint 
House at 11 AM, thanks to our Masonic Hall and Home 
Trustees. 

On September 27, 2021, there will be the dedication of 
the American Orchid Lodge Room at Masonic Care New 
Rochelle. This will be at 8 PM to include the opening of a 

time capsule. We will stream this event for all the world to see 
in addition to those who attend in person. 

But what is on the minds of some members is our Grand 
Lodge Session. Restrictions have hampered our ability to 
hold a proper meeting until now. It is those Government and 
Health mandates that dictate our ability to meet. It isn’t if the 
Grand Master sees fit to have a session. 

I and the Convention Planning Committee have gone to 
resorts, convention centers, hotels, casinos and more to see if 
they can accommodate us. And they cannot. We know being 
in New York City would not work for this one-day session for 
many reasons. 

Out of the box thinking brought us to Utica, NY for October 
23, 2021. The Call letter will give you the full picture. 

This is aggressive thinking that has been reviewed with the 
Deputy Grand Master. It will be a full day to include Business, 
Elections, and Installation.  

Of course, lunch is part of the day. Our intent is to utilize 
most of the facilities at the Masonic Care Community. We are 
all anxious to see what the future months hold for us in terms 
of Mandates and Health Advisories. 

I continue to be encouraged by your energy and overwhelming 
positive desire to work and enjoy our time together. I have said 
many times I am a lucky man to be Grand Master and Service 
you, the brethren. 

Masonry Never Stops. I see it every day. I feel it every day 
and I am grateful to all of you every day. 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

William M Sardone
Grand Master
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RW RIChARD J. kESSLER 
deputy Grand Master 
DeputyGrandMaster@NYMasons.org

Deputy Grand Master

How can our Fraternity best prepare to be not only relevant 
in society but also to actually thrive? This is a question 

that is debated endlessly. We must adapt or perish. The most 
obvious plan of attack is to successfully reach out to our 
future—that is, connect with potential members. How do we 
reach them when they are ready to explore new opportunities 
to better serve their community and expand their network? 
Michael Harding has addressed this issue in great detail in a 
position paper a few years ago. I have adapted many of his 
thought processes and propose that we address certain central 
methodologies to enhance our position in tomorrow’s world.  

This problem is not unique to Freemasonry. All 
membership-based organizations, from churches, sports 
leagues, scouting, professional associations, labor unions and 
other civic groups, are experiencing accelerating membership 
declines. The number of new members is not keeping pace 
with aging membership and a general lack of relevancy in 
today’s increasingly time-starved lifestyles.

The time to address this issue is before it becomes an 
emergency. We need to accept the realities of the needs and 
interests of today’s generations and those to follow. If we don’t 
meet their needs, someone else will. Educating them on our 
causes alone will not work. They are not concerned about our 
causes. They are concerned with what will benefit them and 
how they can make an impact that they view as beneficial to 
the causes they support and care about. They are not interested 
in joining an organization because it is the right thing to do. 
Their primary motivators are benefits for themselves and the 
community. They want to be part of something bigger than 
themselves and want to make a difference in the world and 
have a personal impact on it. 

Nothing is more important to them than their family, friends 
and the social network they have developed. They will choose 
to spend their precious time within their network, not in ours.  
Any organization that attempts to separate these men from 
their family, community or social sphere and does not engage 
with the man in those environments and activities will be met 
with resistance. Here is a short list of actions we must take 
in order to make ourselves attractive to gentlemen of upright 
conduct and high moral principles. 

We need to embrace technology. The current generation 
gets the news from Facebook and Twitter. They watch Netflix 
and YouTube instead of television. They do not have a 
newspaper subscription and have no home phones. They use 
their smart phones to connect with the world and have never 
used a phone book or even written a check. All their business 
is performed online. They order and pay for services over the 
Internet and track its delivery in real time. This is a connected 
generation that expects information to be available when they 
want it. They refuse to be tied to a specific place and device 
to consume knowledge and information. They connect to 
their social network within minutes of waking and remain 

connected until minutes before retiring in the evening.
We also need be more connected to our members and 

our communities with information of value, using whatever 
communication technology is available. We need to connect 
often and more transparently. This generation is used to 
getting their news from the Internet. They discover new 
activities and events on the Internet. They connect and share 
ideas with others using Internet-based communications. If we 
are not where our customers are, we will not reach them.

Today’s younger Masons and potential members are more 
socially active in different ways than generations past. They 
crave relevance and meaning while staying active and ever 
changing. We need to find ways to engage new members with 
their entire families and their friends in meaningful activities 
and bring everyone together as a community. This is not just 
a group of men working to bring other men into our circle 
of Lodge Degrees and stated meetings; it is work to provide a 
meaningful experience for them.  

We also need to segment our membership into groups and 
tailor our vast offerings to those different segments in ways 
that best suit that group. While the principles and tenets of 
our Fraternity have to be the thrust of our appeal to those 
seeking our way of life, we must be cognizant of the fact that 
one size does not fit all.

From our initial contact with a new candidate to his Raising, 
we need to rethink our processes and find new and exciting 
ways to make the experience of the Masonic initiation more 
rewarding and meaningful. A newly Raised Master Mason 
should not be left to his own initiative to seek ways to be more 
involved in the Lodge. We need to be sure new members, 
their families and their friends find our Lodges to be not 
only inviting, but also beneficial in their lives—spiritually, 
intellectually and socially. We need to start embracing, 
communicating, engaging and rethinking at the local, district, 
state and national level.

I have heard many respected members convey the notion 
that they would rather focus on quality than quantity and I 
couldn’t agree more. However, some fail to recognize the basic 
laws of nature, economics and statistics: without sufficient 
quantity there will be no pool of quality individuals from 
which to develop the next generation of Masonic leaders. 
The institution of Masonry has faced challenges in the past 
with declining membership and was forced to fundamentally 
transform in order to survive. We are facing another such 
situation. I think we would be well advised to embrace this 
opportunity to guide the transformation into a better, stronger 
and more inclusive Fraternity that we can all be proud to call 
our own.

In the end, it ultimately remains our decision to evolve 
and progress or to ignore and stay the course. Either way, the 
status quo will not hold and our beloved Fraternity will be 
transformed. Let’s make it for the better.
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Freemasonry’s Core Values
from RW Richard J. Kessler

Deputy Grand Master

ACCESS 
It will be our duty to see that every Brother is properly 

and adequately served. We will appropriately serve our 
brethren without bias or pre-judgment.

EXCELLENCE
Excellence is a standard that will never be lowered. 

There can be no exceptions and there will be an expectation of 
excellence in all areas.

DIVERSITY
We must not only recognize the diversity of our 

membership but also embrace it. The value of diversity and 
the enrichment that diversity can bring to our Fraternity are 
immeasurable. All must be encouraged to be a part of our 
resurgence.

FULFILLING POTENTIAL
We must respect the value and potential of each of our 

members as offering a significant contribution to the benefit 
of the entire jurisdiction. Personal growth and development is 
essential to the growth of New York Masonry. The success of 
all depends on the success of each of us.

DIGNITY
We must respect the privacy of each Brother in all our 

dealings—within and without the Masonic setting.

FAIRNESS & INTEGRITY
Equity and fairness are guidelines for all our decision-

making. We will demand the respect of the individual Brother. 
We will honor and defend his beliefs and keep them sacred as 
though they were our own.

COMMUNITY
In accomplishing our mission we must remain 

mindful of our brethren’s trust and always be responsive to 
our surrounding community, both Masonic and profane. 
This commitment represents both our organizational and 
individual commitment to all our community partners. A 
successful future for New York State Masonry depends on 
a vibrant commitment and healthy relationship in all our 
dealings with each other.

COLLABORATION
Collaboration with other organizations is beneficial 

within the context of our mission and is fundamental to 
achieving our goals.   

COMPASSION
Every New York Freemason must be involved with 

our services and must demonstrate caring, compassion and 
understanding for our members, their families and for the 
community in which he resides.

STEWARDSHIP
We can only be successful in carrying out our mission 

through a solid program of sound administration, leadership, 
finances, education and ritual. We must also use all of these 
resources effectively and judiciously. This will benefit our 
jurisdiction not only in the present but also for years to come.

Smithtown Installs 
On Wednesday, June 9 the 

Brothers of Smithtown Lodge 
No. 1127 held a tiled meeting 
for the annual Installation of 
Officers of the Lodge. W William 
Mountzouros and his elected and 
appointed line of officers were 
installed in a lively ceremony that 
featured several attempts to install 
the current Lodge Secretary into 
his position for life. The well-
attended meeting was preceded by 
a fine collation and brotherhood. 
Congratulations go to Smithtown’s 
new officers.
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Grand Secretary
RW RIChARD t. SChuLz 
Grand secretary
Masonic Hall
71 West 23rd Street
New York NY 10010
212/337-6644
GrandSecretary@NYMasons.org

Brethren, I am happy to greet you in this fall edition of 
our magazine. I am especially happy that the Call for the 

reconvening of the 239th Annual Communication is included 
herein.

The last several months have been a whirlwind of re-
openings. In the summer many Lodges and Districts resumed 
their picnic and outdoor practices from years prior to the 
pandemic. In the weeks since September 1 our Lodges have 
resumed meeting regularly. There have been many Degrees 
around the state and where there haven’t been Degrees, there 
have been Degree rehearsals. We have Initiated, Passed and 
Raised many new Brothers. Our NorthStar program has 
been responsible for many new members. Facebook ads and 
billboards around the state have contributed to this influx of 
new Brothers. 

My office continues to move forward in the use of email 
and other online tools to communicate with our members. 
We have begun using the website “Our Lodge Page (OLP)” 
to post new items of Masonic events and items of interest. 
This website gives our members flexibility in communication 
in many ways. See the link at https://www.ourlodgepage.com/ 
for the various features. 

The OLP link to sign-in and to create an account is: https://
www.ourlodgepage.com/app/user/signIn. 

If you don’t have an account, go to the link below to register 
and create a new account: https://www.ourlodgepage.com/
app/register. To register you will need your Grand Lodge ID 
number and your birthdate. You will be asked to verify your 
identity by inputting the verification code sent to you as a text 
on your cell phone or to your email address on file. If you have 
trouble you can give me a call and I will assist or have someone 
on my staff assist you. 

Occasionally, members have trouble creating an account 
because their birthday doesn’t match our records; that’s the 
result of only capturing age on petitions, up until the last 
twenty years or so. If you contact me, we’ll update your 
birthday to the actual correct date in our database. Of course, 
you’ll need a valid cell number to receive a verification text 

or a verification email. You can even download the mobile 
application at your mobile app store.

Once you’ve registered and created an OLP account, you’re 
now able to receive posts from Grand Lodge, your District and 
your Lodge. If you need help in getting around the website, 
you can contact my office or contact OLP Support at https://
www.ourlodgepage.com/help.

There are many benefits to increasing communication 
among our members, not the least of which is increased 
participation. My office stands ready to assist in this regard. 
Over the next few months, please look for virtual education 
sessions to assist you in your use of Our Lodge Page.

Before concluding, I’d like to share some personal thoughts. 
With our world still in crisis, we face more uncertainty as we 
enter autumn. Throughout life we need to be able to have 
hope for the future—for our own life and for the lives of 
others. Masonry supports this in various ways, advocating 
family, faith and moral values, to name just three. Many of 
our Masonic events and actions promote charity, kindness, 
understanding and love. Not only does Masonry Never Stop, 
it should also inform everything we do.

I remember when I was in the DeMolay more than fifty 
years ago. As a young teenager I learned the seven Cardinal 
Virtues of a DeMolay: Filial Love (or love of parents); 
Reverence for Sacred Things; Cleanliness in thought, word, 
and deed; Courtesy; Comradeship; Fidelity; and Patriotism. 
These values helped shape me and many other young men.

All of these things have been foremost on my mind since 
the birth of my great-granddaughter, Ciara Alishia Ramirez 
Temistokle. Her arrival has had me reflecting on what future 
generations in my family might learn from me. There’s no 
doubt for me that what I’d like to pass on from my own life 
includes the DeMolay values I learned so long ago and the 
values we strive to embody as Freemasons: charity, kindness, 
integrity, brotherly love and respect. I hope that over the 
summer you have had the opportunity to reflect on similar 
things as well, and that we can all rely on each other in the 
times ahead with commitment and courage.
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Dear Brethren:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 

RECONVENING of the 239th Annual Communication of 
the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of 
New York will be OPENED and TILED at the Masonic Care 
Community, 2150 Bleecker Street, Utica, NY, at exactly 9:00 
A.M., on Saturday, October 23, 2021. 

The 239th Annual Communication was opened on Monday 
May 5th, 2021 and called to refreshment after receiving 
Annual Reports. The Annual Communication will be called 
from recess and resume Labor at exactly 9:00 A.M., on 
Saturday, October 23, 2021. The Annual Communication is 
ONLY open to Members of the Grand Lodge of New York 
as defined under Section 102 of the Constitutions, and to 
invited guests and dignitaries who are Master Masons in good 
standing with reserved or designated seating. The Second Day 
session is a Tiled meeting in accordance with Masonic Law, 
Custom, and Ritual.

SEATING WILL BE ARRANGED by Masonic Districts, 
with each District Deputy Grand Master assigned a seat with 
his respective District. All Permanent Members (excluding 
Past Grand Masters), all Commissioners on the Commission 
of Appeals, all Trustees of the Masonic Hall & Home, all 
Directors of the Masonic Medical Research Institute, all 
Trustees of the Chancellor Robert R Livingston Masonic 
Library of the Grand Lodge of New York, elected Directors 
of the Grand Post of the Masonic War Veterans, as well as 
each District Deputy Grand Master, Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, Grand Steward, Grand Sword Bearer, Grand 
Chaplain, and Grand Lodge Committee Member must report 
to the Grand Lodge Committee on Credentials of Members 
and Returns of Lodges aided by the Grand Lodge Committee 
on Technology. Notice and directions on where to check-in 
with the Credentials Committee will be provided upon arrival 
at the campus of the Masonic Care Community prior to the 
reopening of the Annual Communication for attendance 
purposes and to receive their respective Ballot devices. As 
seating is limited, non-voting members and invited visitors 
will be accommodated as space permits in a separate Tiled 
room.

FAILURE	TO	HAVE	YOUR	ATTENDANCE	PROPERLY	
DOCUMENTED by the Committee on Credentials of 
Members and Returns of Lodges, may adversely affect your 
expense voucher and reimbursement. District Deputy Grand 
Masters will also receive their respective District’s Annual 
Communication Welcome Packet containing essential forms, 
ballot devices and other Grand Lodge materials from the 
Grand Lodge Committee on Credentials of Members and 
Returns of Lodges. Current Elected and Appointed Grand 
Line Officers and Past Grand Masters ONLY will obtain 
their respective Ballot Devices from the Grand Secretary’s 

Desk in the Grand East. 
The Annual Reports of Grand Lodge Officers and Grand 

Lodge Committees have been previously posted to the Grand 
Secretary’s Page on the Grand Lodge Website, which are still 
available at this time. They can be accessed through the Grand 
Secretary’s Page by clicking on Annual Reports; the Password is 
GLProc2021. https://nymasons.org/site/grand-secretarys-page/

EACH LODGE, provided it is not ineligible under Section 
324 of the Constitutions, will be entitled to representation 
by the Worshipful Master, or in his absence, by the Senior 
Warden or the Junior Warden, in order of precedence, or 
in the absence of all three, by a Proxy who shall be a Past 
Master with membership in good standing of the said Lodge 
and having been duly elected and certified with an assigned 
control number IN ADVANCE, in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 106 of the Constitutions. Each Lodge 
should REGISTER at the Link below. The link also allows 
a Proxy to be named and certified; a hard copy of the Proxy 
Form also needs to be sent to Grand Secretary’s Office.  
https://Events.nymasons.org

A HARD COPY of the authorized Lodge Proxy Certificate 
was mailed to the Secretary of every Lodge during the last 
week of August 2021. The completed Proxy Certificate must 
be received by the Office of the Grand Secretary no later 
than October 15, 2021. If a Grand Lodge Officer or voting 
Member of Grand Lodge is representing his Lodge, he is 
entitled to vote ONLY ONCE as the representative of his 
Lodge, and is prohibited by Masonic Law from voting again 
as a Grand Lodge Officer or other Member of Grand Lodge.

THE REPRESENTATIVE OF EACH LODGE and others 
eligible under Section 130 and Section 131 of the Constitutions 
will receive his entitlement of actual expenses of a sum not 
exceeding $25.00 for each day of the Annual Communication 
(one day ONLY), and 10 cents for each mile necessary to travel 
to and from his Lodge’s meeting place to Utica, NY, by mail, 
following the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge. 
Qualifying individuals may obtain a 2021 Expense Voucher 
from the Grand Lodge Committee on Pay of Members and 
Representatives on Saturday, October 23, 2021. 

ATTENDEES to the reconvened Annual Communication 
will receive additional directions and information on their 
arrival at the Masonic Care Community on Saturday morning, 
October 23, 2021. Please look to arrive early to receive all 
necessary information, voting devices and materials.

Sincerely and fraternally, 

Richard T. Schulz
Grand Secretary

G R A N D  L O D G E
FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS

OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK

RW Richard T. Schulz
Grand Secretary 

Grand Lodge, N.Y.
71 West 23rd Street, 17th Floor

New York, NY 10010-4149
Tel. Bus.: (212) 337-6644
Tel. Cel.: (917) 648-9859

Fax: (212) 727-1875

Email: GrandSecretary@NYMasons.org.
CALL LETTER - EXCERPT

Reconvening 239th Annual Communication
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SENIOR GRAND WARDEN
RW ChARLES M. ROBERtS 
senior Grand Warden
SrGrandWarden@NYMasons.org

Masonic Wages

The wage, of which wages is the collective plural, remotely 
descended from Latin having the meaning of pledge, 

security, pawn or a promise to pay, backed up by security. 
In Speculative Masonry the Mason symbolically receives 
wages rather than salary because they represent the rewards 
that come to him as rapidly as he does his work; and, as the 
etymology of the word suggests, they are certain, something 
one may count on.

Albert Mackey stated in his Volume 1 Encyclopedia of 
Freemasonry that “in ancient times the tangible evidence of 
an Operative Mason’s wage was in Corn, Wine and Oil and 
sometimes the coin of the realm, which this latter, may give 
us meaning to the phrase ‘travel in foreign countries work and 
receive Master’s wages.’ In Speculative Freemasonry, Masonic 
wages are not earned though in coin. They are the rewards 
earned through acts of kindness, good deeds of service, and 
the gift of your time to others. They are earned by mentoring 
other brethren, helping others, remembering the widow and 
the orphan and visiting the sick. In short, wages are earned 
much as the biblical verse says: ‘Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you’(pg. 244).”

Now, I recount a number of rededication or dedication 
ceremonies of Lodges that I have attended or participated in, 
and as you know, corn and wine and oil are used in these 
ceremonies. They are the Masonic elements of consecration. 
They constituted the wealth in ancient times of the people 
and were esteemed as the supports of life and the means of 
refreshment. But their understanding in consecration also has 
a religious overtone for they allude to the Temple of God and 
the emblem of the Holy Ark of the Covenant. So, in a way we 
are reminded mystically that we are to be nourished with the 
hidden manna of righteousness, to be refreshed with the Word 
of the Lord and to rejoice with joy unspeakable in the riches 
of divine grace.

Rev. Thaddeus Harris says: “Wherefore my brethren do you 
carry Corn, Wine, and Oil, in your processions, but to remind 
you, that in the pilgrimage of human life you are to impart a 
portion of your bread to feed the hungry, to send a cup of your 
wine to cheer the sorrowful, and to pour the healing oil of 
your consolation into the wounds which sickness hath made 
in the bodies, or affliction rent in the hearts of your fellow-
travelers.” 

Surely, my Brothers, we receive these wages in spirit, not to 
expend upon ourselves but as a constant source of aid to our 
less fortunate Craftsmen. As Corn is an emblem of plenty, let 
us be abundant in the measure of our brotherly love, ever ready 
to use what means God hath given us to assist a Brother who 
may claim our help. As Wine is an emblem of cheerfulness, let 

us foster the spirit of joy and gladness so that, when sorrows 
throw their shadows upon life, we may be enabled to look 
forward to the brighter day when the trials of our earthly 
pilgrimage shall be forgotten and sadness shall be unknown. 
And as Oil is an emblem of peace may it be ours to extend 
the boundaries of her kingdom so that strife and discord may 
be banished forever from our Lodges and the mind of man. 
“Nothing,” says Emerson in one of his Essays, “nothing can 
bring you peace but yourself. Nothing can bring you peace but 
the triumph of principles.” The whole teaching of the Craft is 
the promotion of peace on earth, goodwill to men, and it is 
the personal duty of every one of us to advance the cause of the 
universal brotherhood of man.

Worshipful Brother Claude H. Claudy stated it well when 
he wrote: “Masons are no less paid today, but the realm is of 
the inner man, not the world of society. The wages received by 
a Master Mason who has fitted himself to earn them are paid 
in that which money cannot purchase. Not by favoritism or 
influence or high estate can any man win a Master’s wages; if 
he receives them, it is because of what he is, what he thinks, 
and how he thinks it. From the time a Fellowcraft goes alone 
to the Altar to make his petition to Deity he stands alone or 
falls. When he is raised to the Sublime Degree, his brethren 
and his lodge, have done all they can for him; if he is ever to 
receive a Master’s wages, it will be because of what he does for 
himself.

“A Master’s wages are paid in the knowledge of the human 
heart; its dependence upon love and friendship, its eagerness 
to give for the love of giving, its humble hope of receiving 
for the simple human joy of being beloved. They are paid 
in knowledge which girds a man in armor through which 
misfortune, hard times, ill luck, cannot pierce. They are 
paid in the security which comes from certain knowledge 
of millions of brethren sworn to your aid and support - and 
make no mistake about this, my brother; though you may 
never need to make appeal, though no man spreads his call 
for help throughout the whole Masonic world, no matter 
where that call echoes, there will be some who hear and heed. 
A Master’s wages are paid in friends of the heart; friends who 
make life rich with its fairest treasures. The sentimentalist 
- sings of the friend of his youth. It is true that friendship 
deepens with time; a common past is the foundation on which 
many a friendship is based. Freemasonry supplies such a past. 
Men linked in the Mystic Tie can think, symbolically, of their 
friendship beginning thousands of years ago! The friends 
made in Masonry are of tested steel; there are none better. 
A Master’s wages are paid in the knowledge of closeness to 

Continue on to page 10 – Senior Grand Warden
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JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN
RW E. OSCAR ALLEYNE 
Junior Grand Warden
JrGrandWarden@NYMasons.org

Signed, Sealed and Delivered

Have you ever looked at the Seal 
of the Grand Lodge of Free 

and Accepted Masons of the State 
of New York and thought about 
the symbols it contains? Maybe 
you noticed that there were some 
similarities between these symbols and 
other areas of Freemasonry and even 
in the seals of other Grand Lodges across the 
United States. Perhaps you already knew that our seal is a 
head nod to the Antients Grand Lodge, from whence came 
our Athol Provincial Grand Lodge Warrant, dating back 
to September 5, 1781. Consider that the Antients’ Grand 
Secretary Laurence Dermott wrote and published in 1756 the 
Book of Constitutions for the Grand Lodge, which he entitled 
the Ahiman Rezon. 

In the Ahiman Rezon, you will find that Dermott created 
what is called the Freemasons arms:

The arms are emblazoned thus, quarterly per squares, 
counterchanged vert. In the first quarter Azure (meaning 
blue) a Lyon rampant Or (meaning gold); in the second 
quarter Or, an ox passant sable (meaning black); in the 
third quarter Or; a man with hands erect, proper robed, 
crimson and ermin (reference to fur and a white field 
with black spots); in the fourth quarter Azure, an eagle 
displayed Or. Crest, the holy ark of the covenant proper 
supported by Cherubims. Motto: Kodesh La Adonai, i.e. 
Holiness to the Lord.

However, we cannot stop there. It turns out that Dermott 
credited the inspiration for his Freemasons arms to the work of 
a Rabbi Jacob Judah Leon. In an extended note in his second 
edition, he gave a description of the circumstances of their 
adoption and stated that they were found in the “collection 
of the famous and learned Hebrewist, architect and brother, 
Rabbi Jacob Jehudah Leon.” Who exactly was this Leon that 
Dermott described as one of the authorities he used when 

compiling the Constitutions?
Rabbi Jacob Judah (Jehudah) Leon 

(1603-1675) is said to be of Spanish-
Portuguese birth.  He moved to Holland 
at a young age and became a teacher 
and Rabbi by profession in Hamburg, 
Amsterdam and Middleburg. A prolific 
writer and draftsman, he authored 
several books and illustrations including 
extensive philosophical examinations of 
the Portrait of Mose’s Tabernacle (1647) 
the Treatise of the Ark of the Covenant 
(1653), the Treatise on the Cherubim: 

their form and nature (1654), A Dialogue between a rabbi 
and a Christian scholar on the value of the Christian dogmas; 
and Disputes on the Different Theologies of Christianity. 

His other claim to fame was the Portrait of Solomon’s Temple 
(1642), which became so popular that it was translated into 
Dutch, French, Latin, German, English and Hebrew. He was 
very well connected to poets, statesmen, theologians, scholars 
and royalty throughout Holland and even had an audience 
with the Queen of England.

Through his network, Rabbi Leon built wooden models of 
Solomon’s Temple, which he presented at Dutch fairs and his 
exhibits also received great interest in London. It should be no 
surprise to Freemasons as to why a model of Solomon’s Temple 
resonated so much. In fact, it was at one of these exhibits in 
London, revived eighty-five years after Leon’s death, where 
Dermott was said to have visited and been inspired to create 
his Freemasons arms. Dermott wrote:

To this I beg leave to add what I have read concerning 
these arms.
Dermott quotes Samuel Bochart as saying that: 
they represented the nature and ministry of angels, by 
the lion’s form is signified their strength, generosity and 
majesty; by that of the ox, their constancy and assiduity 

Continue on to page 10 – Junior Grand Warden
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in executing the commands of God; by their human 
shape their humanity and kindness; and by that of the 
eagle, their agility and speed. 

Just by looking at the symbol of the tetramorph from a 
certain point of view, the lion representing Strength can be 
seen as a force of will without which the Mason often lacks 
the courage necessary to constantly practice the other virtues. 
A force of will makes us persist in our good resolve and assures 
us the fruits of our labors. 

The lion is commonly acknowledged as the King of Beasts. It 
is majestic in its position within the animal kingdom. In some 
ancient cultures, it was associated with royalty and divinity. 
It traditionally symbolizes courage, nobility, royalty, strength 
and valor. The lion was a complex symbol to the ancient 
Egyptians. It represented power and vitality and, depending 
upon context, it could be a worthy foe, a capable defender or 
a fierce avenger.

The eagle is said to symbolize strength, courage, wisdom 
and immortality but is also considered king of the skies and 
messenger of the Great Architect. The Native Americans saw 
the eagle as a symbol for great strength, leadership and vision. 
In ancient Aztec tradition the Great Architect told people to 
settle at a place where they find an eagle perched on a cactus 
eating a snake. Zeus is said to have changed into the form of 
the sacred eagle to help himself control thunder and lightning. 
It was a strong emblem in the Roman Empire. The Pueblo 
Indians associated the eagle with the physical and spiritual 

energies of the sun as well as symbols of greater sight and 
perception. The bald eagle as our national emblem represents 
unlimited freedom.

In the Chinese zodiac, people born in the Year of the Ox are 
said to be strong, reliable, fair and conscientious. They inspire 
confidence in others. 

In the symbol of Man with his outstretched arms, we can 
see a representation of our humanity. In humanity we find 
Hope as the bedrock of our nation and our Craft. It sustains 
the belief that our destiny will not be written for us, but by us; 
and by all those Brothers who are not content to settle for our 
world as it is but who have the courage to remake the world 
as it should be.

Hopefully, Dermott’s words should ring true as you proudly 
reflect on just a few of the symbols within our Grand Lodge 
seal or coat of arms: 

As these were the arms of the Masons that built the 
tabernacle and the temple, there is not the least doubt 
of their being the proper arms of the Most Ancient and 
Honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, 
and the continual practice, formalities and tradition, in 
all regular Lodges, from the lowest degree to the most 
high confirms the truth hereof.
Perhaps we can coax a smile with this observation. Our 

present-day “Grand Seal of Masonic approval” has been 
signed, sealed and delivered.
•	 Dermott, L. Ahiman Rezon
•	 Shane, A. L. “Rabbi Jacob Judah Leon (Templo) of 

Amsterdam (1603—1675) and His Connections 
with England.” Transactions & Miscellanies (Jewish 
Historical Society of England), vol. 25, 1973, pp. 
120–136. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/29778840. 
Accessed 2 July 2021.

•	 Zeldis, L. “LEON TEMPLO – Rabbi Jacob Judah 
Leon” https://esefarad.com/?p=73817 Accessed 2 July 
2021.

•	 Beresiner, Y. Dermott’s AHIMAN REZON: Some Judaic 
Aspects of Freemasonry 

Continue from Page 8 – Senior Grand Warden
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and communion with the Great Architect of the Universe. In 
the practice of Freemasonry a Master Mason draws close to 
God. The All Seeing Eye to him is a friendly one. No man 
spends time in a lodge without having his faith strengthened; 
in days when mental confusion, doubt, debate and argument 
undermine beliefs less solidly founded, the firm foundation 
for simple beliefs which comes from Freemasonry is surely not 
the least of the payment in which a Master receives his wages.

“And a Mason’s wages are paid in strength to endure, in 
courage to proceed, in hope of the future and in joy in the 
present. These are wages worth working for! These are wages 
besides which those of minted gold show themselves to be 
the dross they are! For these are the wages given to character. 
Freemasonry gives us wages according to our labor; and if we 
work faithfully, we may be sure, as in the parable, we shall 
receive each man his penny. But Freemasonry, like any other 

institution, pays in a sliding scale according to the worth of 
the labor given; the Apprentice receives less than the Fellow 
of the Craft, and he less than a Master. See to it, my brother, 
that you are a Master in fact as well as in name; so shall you 
learn the real meaning of the Word by which some day you 
will travel in a far, far country, where there is neither gold nor 
silver, and where, indeed, the only coins which can be used are 
those you here fit yourself to receive - a Master’s wages.”

Finally, my Brothers, remember the meaning of the white 
leather apron—a symbol reminding us that we must have a 
pure heart and upright conduct to earn our rightful Masonic 
wages. We earn our final wages after we leave this world and 
exist in a house that is not built by human hands and we’ll 
receive our due Masonic wages for a life well-spent doing the 
will of the Master Architect. So Mote It Be!
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Grand Treasurer
RW StEvEN ADAM RuBIN, 
Grand treasurer
212/643-5402
Grandtreasurer@NYMasons.org

While this is the fall edition of the Empire State Mason, 
I write this article for submission on July, 1. Such is 

the nature of print. As such, you will understand why I say 
that I hope your summer was filled with family, friends and 
brotherhood; because we deserve it after this past year. I also 
hope that prior to this magazine’s publication, the Grand 
Master saw fit to remove the word “tentative” from the 
October 23, 2021 Grand Lodge Session date. As no such 
pronouncement has been made prior to the submission of this 
article, we await his decision.

In the month since New York State completely re-opened, 
it has been a simple joy attending so many Lodges and seeing 
so many Brothers in person—face to face. Indeed, next to 
the Raising of a worthy Brother, I find so much meaning in 
investitures and installations, for they represent new Masonic 
beginnings with new possibilities. That is why I found the 
opportunity to gather with Brothers and their families and 
re-dedicate ourselves to one another and to our Craft during 
these ceremonies particularly meaningful.  

Since the lifting of restrictions in New York State, we have 
gone Masonically from 10 mph to 110. In the span of a few 
weeks I attended the Nassau Masonic District Investiture 
Ceremony, the Installation of Officers at Staten Island 66, 
Gramercy Lodge 537, Riverhead Lodge 645, Warren Lodge 
32, “The Last Moon Lodge,” Columbian Lodge 484, Publicity 
Lodge 1000, Allied Lodge 1170, Amityville Lodge 977, South 
Shore-Long Beach Lodge 
1126, John Phillip Sousa 
Lodge 1192 and the tail end 
of Pyramid Lodge 490. While 
the Lodges and faces differed, 
what remained constant was 
the Spirit of Masonry that 
was present in each. While 
exhausting, it was a blessing to 
be with all of you.

Since the lifting of 
restrictions, I had the further 
opportunity to visit with 
the wonderful brothers of 
Richmond at their Brotherhood 
Night Dinner, ate Wisswurst 
and drank beer at a Bavarian 
Brunch with the outstanding Brothers of Lessing Lodge 608, 
I saw old friends and made new ones at Consolidated Lodge 3 
and Mazzini Lodge 824, as well as attended a special barbecue 
with my Mother Lodge, Goldenrule Clermont McKinley, at 
the Masonic Care Community-New Rochelle.

It was so special to see my dear Brothers of the Queens 
Masonic District and attend their District School of 
Instruction; and it was my honor to present the Jacob Morton 

Award to a worthy Brother at Amity Lodge 323. It was 
awesome to see my Brothers and Nobles of Mecca Temple at 
our June Ceremonial and there was no better way to spend 
time than with the Prophets of Long Island Grotto at their 
Barbecue Extravaganza. And I couldn’t think of a better way 
to mark the end of the pandemic than with the Brothers of 
Perfect Square Lodge 204 at their Entered Apprentice Degree.

It was also wonderful to see so many Brothers at Hoffman 
Lodge 414 where we were able to observe outstanding ritual 
from our Prince Hall Brothers. Thereafter, I was able to share a 
whisky and cigar with the awesome Brothers of Wallkill Lodge 
627 before heading to St. Patrick’s Lodge 4 for my first post-
pandemic Table Lodge.

You have heard me say countless times that every Lodge is 
special and each Lodge’s history is important. Some are older, 
others newer, but they all are part of our shared Masonic 
legacy. As a student of history, it was such a joy to be back at 
St. Patrick’s Lodge, not only to re-connect with the wonderful 
Brothers of the Lodge but also to enjoy the ambiance of one of 
the last surviving Colonial Lodges in our great State. This was 
chartered on May 23, 1766. The pictures provided are from 
St. Pat’s. The jewels are original.

One reason why I started CraftsmenOnline.com during the 
height of the pandemic was to bring much-needed awareness 
to the plight of our Masonic buildings and start a discussion 
and provide education about our Lodges and Lodge buildings, 
their maintenance and governance. The intent was also to 
celebrate our Brothers, our Lodges and our rich history.

I hope you will visit CraftsmenOnline.com. You will find 
contributions from so many Brothers from around our Grand 
Jurisdiction who have given their time and talent to spreading 
further light. Subscribe to our website, Like our Facebook 
Continue on to page 12 – Grand Treasurer
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page, listen to CraftsmenOnline’s podcast, contribute an 
article and suggest a topic.

I would like to thank Brother Michael Arce from the Old 
Seventeen Masonic District (full disclosure: Brother Mike just 
moved to the DC area, but remains a loyal Yankee) who is 
CraftsmenOnline’s Editor-in-Chief and Podcaster. Thanks go 
to contributing co-editors W Brother Ron Siefrid, author of 
Long Island Freemasons, and Brother Nathan Tweedie, who is 
currently working on Cooperstown Masonic Con, October 
8-10. For more information visit  CooperstownMasonicCon.
com.

I thank W Brother Tom Purpi and the amazing Brothers of 
George Washington Lodge Fellowcraft Club for allowing us 
to transform their book club into CraftsmenOnline’s Reading 
Room, where a chapter from an open-source esoteric writing 
is discussed. The addition of our Grand Historian, RW 
Gary Heinmiller, and Masonic authors Brother Angel Millar 
and Brother Joe Nagy, and the thoughtful comments and 
observations by so many attendees have made the program 
one of my favorites. Thanks, too, go to RW Antony Prizzia, W 
Brother Asly Raymond, Brother Todd Paternak and Brother 
Joe Cavallaro for being the backbone of CraftsmenOnline and 
contributing to this worthy addition to New York Masonry. 

I thank RW Marino Cesarini, PGT, for Zoom programs on 
topics ranging from Masonic Protocol to Masonic Law; RW 
Al Bryant, Chairman, Grand Lodge Buildings and Lodges 
Committee, for lectures and insight into the challenges facing 
Masonic building ownership. Thanks to the countless Brothers 
from around our Grand Jurisdiction who have contributed their 
time and talent through written submissions and participation 
in our Zoom programs and podcast, and who have provided 
guidance, advice, insight, light and Brotherhood to so many. I 
am indebted to all of you.

My Brothers, like you I joined our Gentle Craft for its most 
special history and remarkable philosophy. As Master Masons 
we are each on our own journey. That never changes—not 
with the color of our apron or the initials that precede our 
name. Leadership, however, doesn’t mean merely showing 
up, it means stepping up. That is why we must harness our 
most precious Masonic resource—our brethren—to find real 
solutions to the challenges that continue to afflict our Craft. 
We can no longer rely upon the few to find the answers for 
all. We must engage every Brother from every Lodge and 
every region as we identify, formulate and implement real 
long-term solutions. We must be allowed to have thoughtful 
and respectful conversation about the direction of our Grand 
Lodge and the Craft, for we all want the same thing.

My Brothers, I have been blessed with many honors during 
the twenty-four years I have been a Master Mason. I have served 
three times as Worshipful Master and have been appointed 
and re-appointed Proctor and Judge Advocate by six Grand 
Masters over the span of twelve years. But next to my son’s 
Initiation, Passing and his anticipated Raising, my service to 
you as Grand Treasurer has been the highlight. And while it has 
been my honor to serve as your Grand Treasurer, the real joy 
has been simply visiting with you at your Square Clubs, your 
Lodges and Districts, your Holiday Parties, Charity Galas, 
Anniversary Celebrations, Octoberfests/Traubenfests, Festive 

Boards, Table Lodges, Degrees, barbecues and breakfasts and 
even Masonic funerals. I thank you for your friendship and 
brotherly love. 

Continue from Page 11 – Grand Treasurer
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Suffolk is Smash Hit

Masonry Has No Borders

Many think “borders” suggests other countries. But in this 
case it is Wisconsin.

I received word that the son of District Deputy Grand 
Master RW Tim Benson was being Raised in Baraboo Lodge 
34 F. & A.M in Wisconsin. Naturally, RW Benson was there 
to be with his son and Brother Jayson.

I thought I could convince Jayson to come back to New 
York by sending my pin with his dad. But MW Gary Stang, of 
the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, sealed the deal for him to stay 
in that jurisdiction.

Proud!

Pictures are worth a thousand words, and some bent parts. There was a Bus 
Demolition Derby at Riverhead Speedway on Long Island. The Suffolk 

District noted this was not that different from the Long Island Expressway. 
The winners? Suffolk, of course.
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Senior Grand Deacon
RW DAvID MENEGON 
senior Grand deacon
SrGrandDeacon@nymasons.org

As we prepare ourselves for another Masonic year, I want 
to thank all the Brothers who have worked tirelessly to 

bring Masonry to their community. We have made progress 
in finding well-qualified individuals who are knocking on our 
doors. Now we need to educate them by immersing them in 
our culture through education, ritual, leadership training and 
developing meaningful friendships that last a lifetime.  

Over the past three years I have been asked, “What is the 
secret to making and keeping Masons, and what do we need 
to do differently in our Lodge?” The answer is that your Lodge 
needs to be successful in three primary areas: Step 1, Masonic 
awareness and increased inquiries; Step 2, Introducing men to 
the Craft in your Lodge; and Step 3, Keeping Masons for life.   

These three primary objectives are put into practice 
by many supporting activities that are all covered in the 
NorthStar Training. Lodges have successfully captured the 
attention of more qualified individuals through the strategic 
placement of billboards, increased community involvement, 
targeted advertising through social media. With the placement 
of Discover Masonry banners on full display on Masonic 
buildings and at public events we are quickly becoming a new 
sensation. Now, for the real hard work we need to develop 
better and more engaging monthly Masonic meetings. 

We have been successful in Step 1 and Step 2. We will 
continue to bring Masonry to men and increase our 
membership but what is the sense of making more Masons 
just to see them leave because we can’t deliver a continuing 
and compelling Masonic experience? Freemasonry is unique. 
It is not just another club, organization or society but, on 
the contrary, good men become Masons when they observe 
genuine Masonry being practiced in the Lodge. And they stay 
Masons when they become energized to practice Masonry at 
home and in the community.

My Brothers, Freemasonry is our unrivaled product. It is 
our special brand and if we are to successfully promote it we 

must become well acquainted, comfortable and know every 
aspect of our product. A good salesman or ambassador is 
only as good as his knowledge of that which he represents. 
We as a Fraternity need to immerse ourselves into a high-
quality, academically and intellectually stimulating program of 
Masonic education that provides a clear roadmap of our past 
history and legacy. It answers the question of who we are while 
developing a pathway to a prosperous future. Only with that 
understanding can we band together as friends in our culture 
of Freemasonry.

Masonic education awakens the interest of the Master Mason 
in Freemasonry and makes him enthusiastic and thirsty for 
more. Each Lodge must develop a regular, consistent Masonic 
education program that coaches and inspires its members. 
These programs should propel each of us forward on our 
Masonic quest for further light.

Your Grand Lodge generously provides much-needed 
online resources for you to develop compelling Masonic 
talking points that can be short and meet the expectations 
of new members. These programs are only a starting point 
to stimulate substantive discussion in your Lodge regarding 
our Masonic symbols, allegories, philosophy and heritage. 
Many of the programs originated from the Short Talk Bulletins 
(shorttalkbulletin.com), published monthly by the Masonic 
Service Association of North America.

The Masonic education programs should be presented or 
read at the monthly stated Lodge meetings, followed by a short 
question and answer session. In addition, the programs may 
be delivered by anyone in charge of implementing the Lodge’s 
Masonic education program. These programs are brief, usually 
just 10 to 15 minutes in length.

We cannot emphasize this winning concept often enough. 
Glens Falls, NY picnic

RW David J. Menegon reviews map of 
Discover Masonry billboard locations
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Adhering to the three steps of the NorthStar Program brings 
positive results. But in order to bring about success the 
Lodge needs to implement the NorthStar three steps like 
clockwork: Outreach; Engagement; and Masonic Content. 
Do not hesitate, pause or lose momentum. The Lodge must 
consistently apply the three steps in a streamlined fashion like 
a well-oiled machine.

If your focus loses track and neglects to provide adequate 
attention on both the candidates and the newly Raised 
Brothers, your Lodge will surely see an exodus out the back 
door. Always keep your focus on the three steps in the proper 
order and we can guarantee your Lodge will see growth, new 
energy and great long-term results. Happy brethren make for 
a happy Lodge.

New Discover Masonry banner

Senior Grand Deacon – continues

Horticultural Asset

The Horticultural Center at the Masonic Care Community 
has been operating for over a year. Only recently are the 

restrictions allowing the residents to visit, plant seeds and 
solicit Bob Butler advice.

Here is an email I received from W Dale Roberts. This was 
made possible thanks to you, New York Masons.

“Grand Master,
As a Mason, I want to thank you for your Green 

House project at MCC.
Now, Bill, as a friend and son of a resident, I want to 

thank you more so.
I received a call from the supervising nurse on Placid 

wing where my mother, Edythe, lives. I haven’t been 
able to see her in a year.

She told me Mom went over to the green house and 
couldn’t stop talking about it. She was raised in farm 
country, and we raised our food and many flowers.

It was her best day in a year, and I can see her Tuesday 
morning, so I hope to hear all about it

It was a great project.  
Fraternally,
Dale Roberts
Chris and Andrew’s Dad (the title that matters)”
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Since the award’s inception in 1934, 
spanning 87 continuous years, the Grand 

Lodge of New York has each year bestowed its 
highest award, the Distinguished Achievement 
Medal, with one exception, upon an unrivaled 
member of the Craft. That exception occurred 
during the darkened year of the great pandemic 
of 2020, when the Grand Lodge did not 
meet in compliance with both governmental 
regulations and in the best interest of the 
health, welfare and safety of its members and 
the community and their families.

Today, we are truly blessed and we celebrate 
the beginning of our return to normalcy 
and our return to the halls of Freemasonry. 
The esteemed members of the Grand Lodge 
Distinguished Achievement Award Committee, consisting of 
MW Edward G. Gilbert, MW Carl J. Smith, MW Edward 
R. Trosin, and the Chairman, MW Vincent Libone, are 
well-satisfied and pleased to have the opportunity to choose 
a respected brother that excels in the unique scientific field 
of study and research known as Forensic Geology and 
Petrography. 

Science and exploration is not exactly unknown amongst 
the previous recipients of this prestigious award, few can stand 
in the shadows of Brothers Sir Alexander Fleming, Physician 
& Scientist and discoverer of penicillin; Dr. Charles H. 
Mayo, Physician and founder of the Mayo Clinic for Medical 
Education & Research; the Hon. John H. Glenn, U.S. Senator 
& Astronaut; Col. Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin, Jr., Astronaut and 
first Mason on the Moon; Lowell Thomas, Explorer, Radio 
& TV Commentator; and Dr. Gordon K. Moe, Physiologist 
& Scientist and former principal director of the Masonic 
Medical Research Institute {known formerly as the Masonic 
Medical Research Laboratory}.

Accepting this prestigious award today is a member of 
the Craft who has proven to be an icon within the world of 
exploration and at the forefront of solving the great mysteries 
of our world’s archeological history, the body of his revealing 
work shall last and endure for decades to come. It gives me 
great pleasure on behalf of the committee in tandem with 
the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State 
of New York to pay tribute and homage to Brother Scott 
Fred Wolter, renowned Forensic Geologist and Petrographer, 
Explorer, Researcher, Author and Television Show Presenter, 

Host and Personality.
Today, you may ask yourself what exactly is 

a Forensic Geologist or for that matter, what 
is the study of Petrography. As you may have 
surmised, Forensic Geology is the study of 
empirical evidence as it relates to geologic 
materials such as soil, rock, minerals, and 
petroleum. Geologists working within any 
forensic context must be conversant with the 
legal parameters that define this science: e.g., 
legal sufficiency, chain-of-custody of evidence, 
and prudent protocols relative to the collection, 
preservation and validation of evidence.

Perhaps the earliest known Forensic Geologist 
was the fictional character of Sherlock Holmes 
created by the famed author, Brother Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle. Sherlock Holmes frequently amazed and 
dazzled Scotland Yard with his uncanny ability to determine a 
person’s previous travels from clay and soil residue left on their 
shoe. Rather elementary, dear Watson.

The inspiration in-part for the creation of the great detective 
may have come from the real life characters of Georg Popp, 
the German Chemist, and Hans Gustav Gross, the Austrian 
Criminologist, who are both credited with having launched 
the Science of Forensics. In the words of Georg Popp, “The 
history of the development of a soil... is strongly reflected in 
soil color. The systemic observation of the earth in terms of 
colors is particularly useful for the investigation.” 

The focus of Petrography is to be found in the detailed 
description of rock formations and their mineral content and 
textural composition. Several techniques were developed by 
William Nicol, the Scottish geologist, and Henry Clifton 
Sorby, the English geologist, in the 1800’s using transmitted 
light and prisms in conjunction with microscopes to examine 
and determine the internal crystallographic character of thinly 
sliced samples of rock, which greatly advanced the knowledge 
of the rock’s constituents and its origins. This scientific 
discipline has since progressed to a point where samples of rock 
are now analyzed by X-ray Diffraction to study the structure 
of crystals, a Spectrometer to study the sample’s molecular 
construction, and the Gas Pycnometer to determine specific 
gravity and density of the sample.

The explanation of these two terms, Forencic Geology 
and Petrography, is a preview to understanding the field and 
scientific discipline from which our Honoree had obtained his 

BROTHER SCOTT FRED WOLTER
DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 2021

C I TAT I O N

Bro. Scott F. Wolter
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bones. 
Born at the crossroads of Homestead, Florida some 62 

years ago on December 21, 1958, Brother Scott Fred Wolter, 
began his life’s journey on a military base where his father, 
Fred A. Wolter served as a Strategic Air Command Pilot of 
the United States Air Force. During the month of May in the 
following year, Brother Wolter’s father separated from the Air 
Force and was hired as a commercial pilot by then Northwest 
Orient Airlines, which was headquartered in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, where the family soon established new roots. 

Fred and his spouse, Barbara, enrolled Brother Scott Wolter 
in public school, where he graduated from Chaska High 
School in 1977. Upon graduation, he earned a scholarship to 
play football for the late Head Coach James S. “Jim” Malosky, 
Sr. at the University of Minnesota at Duluth (UMD). 
The University’s Team, the Bulldogs won two conference 
championships during Brother Wolter’s final two years in 
college, with a perfect 10 - 0 season in the autumn of 1980, 
which was part of a 20 game winning streak. At that time, it 
was the longest held record in all of college football history.

Bro. Wolter went on to play semi-professional football 
with the Minneapolis Lumberjacks for four years from 1997 
to 2000. During this period, the team won the league’s 
championship and Bro. Wolter earned the “Most Valuable 
Player” award in the 1997 championship game at the old 
Metrodome in Minneapolis.

In his pursuit of excellence and higher education, Brother 
Scott Wolter earned from the University of Minnesota at 
Duluth Bachelor Degrees in Earth Science and Geology. Upon 
graduation, Bro. Wolter entered into the world of prospecting 
in Northern Minnesota, where as a field geologist he was hired 
to search for gold deposits. 

Bro. Wolter applied his newly earned degrees toward landing 
a job with Twin City Testing (TCT) of St. Paul, Minnesota, 
where he launched and developed a new material science called 
“Concrete Petrography”. This very specialized technology 
incorporated the heavy use of optical microscopy, which is the 
true workhorse within the laboratory of geology. In his own 
words, Brother Wolter defines this aspect of the construction 
industry as performing “material forensics, which is essentially 
autopsies on concrete and other cement-based materials.”

January of 1990 began what would prove a banner year for 
the budding entrepreneur and developer, Bro. Wolter, as he and 
three other former colleagues at Twin City Testing embarked 
on the formation of a new laboratory venture they named 
American Engineering and Testing. Building on the success of 
this new laboratory, Bro. Wolter founded a sister operation, to 
which he is President, named American Petrographic Services 
(APS). The two businesses have grown steadily ever since and 
as they enter their 31st year; the companies have matured to 
having a staff of over 450 employees.

The American Petrographic Services Company has afforded 
Bro. Wolter many interesting and attention-grabbing projects. 
One notable project was to analyze and evaluate the fire-
damaged concrete left in the wake of the September 11th 
Attack on the Pentagon. Another significant project was the 
ground-breaking laboratory analysis of the Kensington Rune 
Stone, which helped to authenticate this highly controversial 
and historical artifact from the pre-Columbian era. 

The primary work, which went well beyond confirming the 
age of the relic’s ancient and weathered inscription, takes into 
account five long trips to Scandinavia from 2003 to 2005 to 
delve first-hand into the numerous aspects of the old world 
language, runes dialect, grammar and dating of the inscribed 
message.

In his spare time, Bro. Wolter developed another new science 
that he calls archaeopetrography, a scientific process used to 
date and understand the origins of mysterious artifacts and 
ruins. Bro. Wolter’s company APS was presented with three 
Grand Awards for Engineering Excellence in 1992, 2005 and 
2007. The Kensington Project culminated in 2006 with Bro. 
Wolter in collaboration with the linguist, Richard Nielsen, in 
publishing a 574-page book on the project’s research titled 
“The Kensington Rune Stone: Compelling New Evidence”.

No sooner did the book hit the shelves at local stores, when 
Bro. Wolter received a call about making a documentary film 
on the subject. Committee Films of Minneapolis was the 
company that produced the documentary, which was titled 
“Holy Grail in America”. The film was immediately picked 
up by the History Channel and premiered in 2009. The 
documentary became a very popular hit, which segued into 
Brother Wolter becoming the host of the A & E Network’s 
H2 Cable Television’s show, “America Unearthed”, which 
premiered on Bro. Wolter’s 54th birthday, December 21, 2012. 
“America Unearthed” is a program focused on presenting an 
alternative history of the North American continent that 
predates the formation of the United States.

“America Unearthed” continued as a hit show for its first 
three seasons consisting of 39 episodes, which aired from 
2012 until the Channel was sold in 2015. Bro. Wolter then 
migrated over to the History Channel as the co-host of six 
episodes of the “Pirate Treasure of the Knights Templar” show 
in 2016 followed by several guest appearances on other related 
programs. Breathing new life into “America Unearthed”, the 
Travel Channel invited Bro. Wolter to host a fourth season 
consisting of ten episodes that aired in 2019. 

In addition to the previously mentioned book about the 
Kensington Rune Stone, Brother Scott Wolter has written 
and published ten books, inclusive of “The Hooked X: Key 
to the Secret History of North America”; “Akhenaten to the 
Founding Fathers: The Mysteries of the Hooked X”, “Cryptic 
Code: The Templars in America”, “The Lake Superior Agate”, 
and “Jesse James and the Lost Templar Treasure”. 

Within these detailed and painstakingly documented 
volumes, Bro. Wolter delves into the evidence and stories 
surrounding such events as the alleged mission of the Knights 
Templar known as “The Covenant” and their alleged land 
claim from 1362. Additionally, he explores and helps to vet 
the alleged authenticity of the journals of Earl Henry Sinclair 
of the feudal barony of Rosslyn. 

Much of this work was undertaken together with input 
and cross examination from a group of renowned and well-
credentialed geologists, affectionately called “The Geologic 
Dream Team”, composed of Professors Dr. Richard Ojakangas, 
Dr. John Green, Dr. Ken Harris, Dr. Charles L. Matsch, Dr. 
Robert Johnson, Dr. Paul Wieblen, Mr. Gerard Moulzolf and 
Mr. Barry Hanson. Bro. Wolter kept the Masonic world abreast 

Continues onto page 18 – DSA
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of much of the discoveries and theories being brought to light, 
by meeting and sharing his findings with Masonic scholars 
and researchers at the Scottish Rite Temple in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota as recent as March 2017.

Going back to May 1986, Brother Scott Wolter settled into 
domestic life, marrying his lovely bride Janet and moving into 
their humble abode in Chanhassen, Minnesota, where they 
still reside today. Janet Wolter is a successful 20-year veteran 
of the retail sector with the Target Corporation. She has been 
a loving and passionate supporter and partner to her husband, 
Scott, as well as an invaluable co-researcher. Janet has made 
numerous important discoveries and has been instrumental in 
furthering the collective work with her husband. Additionally, 
Janet’s collaborative writings with the British author, Alan 
Butler, have resulted in the blockbuster book published in 
2015, “America: Nation of the Goddess”.

The union of Scott and Janet Wolter was blessed with two 
children, their son Grant, born in 1990 and their daughter 
Amanda, born in 1994. The family enjoyed many vacations 
and excursions across America visiting and touring important 
historic and archeological sites. They have fond memories 
of digging up 50 million year-old fossils in the quarries near 
Kemmerer, Wyoming. As a father, Scott loved coaching both 
kids from their youth through High School in baseball, 
basketball, football and gymnastics. Both of the kids are now 
grown, married and have left the nest. But Janet and Scott 
look to the future with anticipation of having grandchildren 
on the horizon.

Immersed deeply for many years into research surrounding 
the legacy and mysteries of the Knights Templar, Brother 
Wolter absorbed and embraced the principles, culture, ethics 
and moral values instilled as the standard of conduct amongst 
these soldiers of Masonry. Running parallel, it should come as 
no surprise that our Honoree today would also be destined 
to journey along a path leading to Freemasonry. And so it 
was that in November of 2005, Brother Scott Fred Wolter 
was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in Wayzata 
Lodge 205 of Wayzata, Minnesota. 

Brother Wolter’s thirst for Freemasonry was indeed prolific 
and it could not be quenched quickly. Seeking further Light in 
Masonry, Bro. Wolter joined both the York Rite and Scottish 
Rite of the Fraternity. He has been properly inducted into the 
Chapter of the Royal Arch Masons, the Council of the Cryptic 
Rite Masons, and in February of 2016, he was knighted a Sir 
Knight of the Commandery of Knights Templar. Continuing 
his journey toward the East, on May 14, 2016, Brother Wolter 
was the Principal Candidate of the 32nd Degree, Master of the 
Royal Secret within the Minneapolis Valley of the Ancient & 
Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern Masonic Jurisdiction. 

Bro. Wolter’s other Masonic and Non-Masonic affiliations 
include the Philalethes Society, the Order of Red Men, and 

Education Lodge 1002. As recently as June 24, 2021, Brother 
Scott Wolter was the recipient of the Meritorious Service 
Award at the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar by 
Grand Master Jeff Nelson, in recognition of Bro. Wolter’s 
study and research of the Kensington Rune Stone and the 
Rhode Island Newport Tower’s possible linkage to the Knights 
Templar.

In conclusion, the exploration of the unknown and the 
possible is neither a new or unusual pursuit for Freemasons. 
Why does this revelation not come as a surprise? One 
reason lies in the very essence, character, inner strength, and 
integrity found at the core of the Masonic philosophy. This 
fundamental principle of the Craft exemplified in the Hiramic 
Drama provides the foundation of courage and faith from 
which all Masonic explorers and pioneers draw their strength. 
Freemasonry becomes the armor and full-metal jacket of 
heroes, like the Knights Templar, instilling the sojourning 
craftsman with a dynamic spirit bent on overcoming immense 
odds and finding the Truth and the Light.

Brother Scott Fred Wolter, 32nd Degree Mason, Sir Knight, 
Companion, and most importantly, Brother Master Mason, 
you are indeed the embodiment of a true blue Mason. Your 
manifold dedication to this acclaimed Fraternity comes 
through in every one of your actions, from the countless hours 
you devote to the research and study of this beloved Craft, 
to the enthusiastic approach in engineering the prominence 
of our shared history. Your commitment to history, education 
and civic engagement remains unparalleled. You have brought 
the gentle message of our Craft through books, film and 
television to millions of people around the globe thirsting for 
knowledge.

We hail! ---- We salute! ---- And we proclaim you!
The Recipient of the Highest Honor

The Grand Lodge  
of Free and Accepted Masons 

of the State of New York
can confer on anyone

The Distinguished Achievement Award
in the Year of 2021

which will now be presented by our 

Most Worshipful Grand Master
William Michael Sardone

On October 23, 2021

Approved:

William Michael Sardone
Grand Master

Committee on Distinguished Achievement Award
M∴W∴Vincent Libone, P. G.M., Chrmn.                                                                        

M∴W∴Carl J. Smith, P.G.M.,  
M∴W∴Edward R. Trosin, P.G.M.

BROTHER SCOTT FR ED WOLTER

AAAAAAAppA rorr veddddddd:

WilliamW MMMMMMMMichael Sardone

Continued from page 17 – DSA
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North Woods Honors YOS, 
Military Service

On June 17 members of North Woods Lodge 849 
journeyed to Raquette Lake for the 30th annual dinner 

cruise and awards banquet aboard the WW Durant. RW 
Khristian Ballesteros, District Deputy Grand Master of the 
Oneida District, and Worshipful Master Tory Dunn presented 
service awards to the following Brothers. Robert Roach was 
recognized for thirty years; W Donald DiOrio and Brother 

James Tille for forty-five years; W Jon Martin, DSA, fifty 
years; Brother Thomas Smedley, DSA, fifty-five years. Brother 
Lawson Rutherford and Brother Stuart Nelson have sixty-five 
years; Brother Albert Brussel and RW Ted Harwood, seventy-
years; and W Bob Harwood is a seventy-five year Mason. W 
John Wright Jr., DSA, received his thirty-year certificate at a 
later time.

(r-l) DSA Brother Captain Dean and 1st Mate Donna.

Brother Robert Roach presented 30-year pin by friend Shanna.

(l-r) RW Khristian Ballesteros, W Donald DiOrio displaying  
45-year certificate, wife Marie; and W Tory Dunn.

 (l-r) RW Khristian Ballesteros; Brother James L. Tille with his 
45-year certificate; friend Diane Lochicki; and W Tory Dunn. 

James. L. Tille: U.S. Air Force, November 30, 1951 to November 
30, 1970; Vietnam War, OFT/flew 1000 hrs. B-29/radar 

navigator; promoted 1st Lt./Cpt./Major, flew 3000+ hrs. Intel 
Officer 1965-68, Saigon/USN Intel Officer/Joint Chief Service & 

NATO. NDS-Good Cond.-Flt. serv. 40 missions/USAF medal/
AIR medal/ TET Offensive/Bronze medal.

(l-r) RW Khristian Ballesteros presenting Jon H. Martin,  
DSA 50-year certificate; wife Linda; and W Tory Dunn. 

Jon H. Martin: U.S. Navy, April 25, 1969 to November 13, 1971; 
Petty Officer Second Class (E-5) U.S. Naval Air Station,  

Keflavik, Iceland, 2 1/2 years; Quonset Point Naval Air Station,  
Rhode Island 9 months.  

Also embarked on U.S.S. Intrepid CV11 with VS24.

Continue page 20 – North Woods
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Continued from page 19 – North Woods

 (l-r) RW Khristian Ballesteros, Lodge Chaplain Brother Thomas 
Smedley, DSA and wife Penny displaying 55-year certificate and 

apron and W Tory Dunn.

(l-r) RW Khristian Ballesteros, Brother Lawson Rutherford 
holding 65-year certificate; wife Jerry and W Tory Dunn.

(l-r) RW Khristian Ballesteros, Brother Stuart A. Nelson 
displaying 65-year certificate, apron and pin with wife  

Mary Ann Lum Nelson; W Tory Dunn.

Stuart A. Nelson: U.S. Army, April 7, 1957 to April 7, 1963; Air 
National Guard/basic training/activated October 61, went to 

France October 61 to August 62; Reserves-Air National Guard. 
From the time I joined the Guard until I was discharged I crewed 

the Squadron Commander’s airplane.  

(l-r) RW Khristian Ballesteros; W Albert Brussel displaying  
70-year certificate and apron with wife Ruth, W Tory Dunn

.
Albert W. Brussel: U.S. Navy, August 15, 1950 to May 26, 1954.

 

(l-r) RW Khristian Ballesteros, RW Theodore Harwood holding 
70-year certificate, with wife Vinnie.

Theodore L. Harwood: U.S. Navy-WWII-August 1, 1944 to 
May 13, 1946; Victory Medal, American Theater Medal, Asiatic 
Pacific Medal, 1 Battle Star/Carpenter’s Mate 3rd Class (CB)/

NRS, Albany, NY. NCTC, Sampson, NY. NCTC, Davisville, RI; 
40th, 71st, 14th, Nav. Const. Batt. PSC Lido Beach, LI, NY.

(l-r) RW Khristian Ballesteros, DDGM Oneida District;  
W Robert Harwood holding 75-year certificate;  

his son, RW Tim Harwood; W Troy Dunn, Master of  
North Woods Lodge.

Robert E. Harwood: U.S. Army, July 22, 1942 to March 20, 
1944; WWII—US. Army Air Corps.
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(l-r) W Brother John P. Hall receives 70-year certificate from  
W Clayton LaVigne.

W Brother John Wright Jr. DSA holding 30-year certificate.

North Woods Recognizes Service

Brother Douglas Masters displays his 
Masonic Jacob Morton Award.

Brother Thomas Beckingham displays 
Masonic Jacob Morton Award. 

Brother Andy C. Getty displays  
ten-year certificate.

RW Andrew Getty displays  
fifteen-year certificate. 

VW Thomas Graves displays  
fifty-year certificate, pin and apron.

W Theodore Riehie receives ten-year 
certificate from RW Ballesteros, DDGM 

of the Oneida District.

Early in June, Masons of North Woods 849 met at the Front 
Door to present the Masonic Jacob Morton Community 

Service Award to Brothers Douglas Masters (Old Forge) 
and Thomas Beckingham (Raquette Lake). The Morton 
award acknowledges exceptional voluntary service to their 
community. 

Very Worshipful Thomas Graves received his fifty-year 
certificate from RW Khristian Ballesteros, District Deputy 
Grand Master of the Oneida District, and Worshipful Master 
Tory Dunn. Brother Andy C. Getty received his ten-year 
certificate and W Theodore Riehie and RW Andy W. Getty 
were honored with their fifteen-year pin and certificate.
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SAVE THE DATE 
CELEBRATION 
PARTY 
FOR RW G. MICHAEL MORRIS 

APRIL 2, 2022 
EVENING 
WOODCLIFF HOTEL AND SPA 

199 WOODCLIFF DR., FAIRPORT, NY 14450 

�e event is to celebrate the election of RW and Ill. G. Michael Morris, 
33°, Active as the new Scottish Rite Deputy for the State of New York. 
Brother Morris serves as a Trustee of the Masonic Home and Asylum 
Fund and was instrumental in the purchase of land in Henrietta, NY for 
the Trustees to build another campus of the Masonic Care Community. 
Stay tuned for more details including prices, etc. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: SECRETARY@VALLEYOFROCHESTER.ORG 
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Dear Brothers and friends, did you know that nearly 10,000 
children and adults in New York are currently waiting for 

a life-saving organ transplant? These are our friends, family, 
neighbors, and in some cases our own Brothers, and they need 
our help. Every day, a New Yorker dies because the transplant 
he needed did not come in time to save his life. Currently, 
New York has a shortage of donated organs, which means 
those who need transplants have longer wait times to get the 
help they need. We can restore hope to those who wait by 
saying yes to organ donation.

Here are some things to keep in mind—facts about saving 
lives:

• Organ donation is possible even with certain health 
conditions. Don’t rule yourself out.

• There is no age limit to be an organ donor; the oldest 
donor in New York was 93 years old.

• The organ donation process follows strict guidelines 
and protocols to ensure fairness and equity.

• Because organ donation saves lives most religions 
celebrate it as a final act of kindness.

• Registering as an organ donor does not change your 
medical care. Doctors and medical staff are legally 
obligated to save your life. Follow-up services for the 
families involved are offered, at no costs.

October 7, 2021 marks the seventh annual Organ Donor 
Enrollment Day, a day focused on creating awareness of the 
importance of organ donation so that more New Yorkers will be 
encouraged to take action and sign up as organ donors. Believe 
me, it works. To obtain NYS Donate Life Registry Enrollment 
Form go to donatelife.ny.gov or 1-866-NYDONOR.

Cary S. Cohn—five-year liver transplant recipient
Heather (Bower) Roncone—heart transplant recipient 

(December 3, 2017)

Enrollment Day Inspiring  
New Yorkers to Save Lives

Two Wheels to Raise Awareness

When the annual company golf tournament was cancelled 
because of Covid, W Darwin Ost, Master of West 

Seneca Lodge, felt he had to do something.  Not because he 
likes to play golf, but the funds raised would have supported 
the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. (JDRF).

Normally he rides his bike 11 miles a day to work, weather 
permitting.  Now is he starting to ride a little more.  Like 2300 
miles to all his Midwest company facilities.

This obviously isn’t easy.  Flats, bumps and bent wheels and 
oh yes, muscles that get a workout.

“I’m a big dude. I don’t look like a typical cyclist,” he said. 
“But anybody can find something they love and use that to 
make the world a better place. That’s all I’m trying to do.”

Ride on!



   

THE EMPIRE STATE MASON MAGAZINE Masonry Never Stops FALL 202124

Garibaldi Presents DSA 

Garibaldi Lodge 542, on Friday, June 4, presented the 
Dedicated Service Award (DSA) to Brother John (Jake) 

Jakubowski, center. Also pictured are Past Master W Salvatore 
Tagliavia (right), who presented the DSA certificate and RW 
Richard DeCesare, Secretary (left), who presented the DSA 
apron, jewel and pin. Brother Jakubowski has forty-one years 
of service as a Master Mason and is a retired United States 
Army Colonel who fought in the Vietnam and Iraqi Wars.

 Also honored was the outgoing Worshipful Master, W 
Salvatore Tagliavia. Presenting Past Master Tagliavia (right) 
with his certificate is RW Robert Mascialino. 

Installed that evening as the new Worshipful Master was W 
Lorenzo Cesare. W Lorenzo is shown with his two Brothers, 
W Anthony Cesare and RW Vincenzo Cesare, who presented 
him the Master’s ring belonging to the late RW Joseph Cesare, 
their father.

Honey of a Deal
Grand BeeKeeper RW Pat Imbimbo had to call his Deputy 

Grand BeeKeeper back to labor. It seems the bees are 
doing so well making honey we had to add another level.

Next up: Extraction of the honey in September. The buzz is 
that it is a three-day process. 
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Awards Committee
RW GEORGE R. WACOB 
chairMan
631/838-7508 (C)
grwacob1@optonline.net

Committee seeks DSA nominations 

The Awards Committee will be 
accepting Dedicated Service Award 

recommendation forms from September 
1 through November 12, 2021. At the 
end of August a letter was sent detailing 
requirements, information, timetable and 
form for the Dedicated Service Award and 
various Community Service Awards. The 
letter was sent to District Deputy Grand 
Masters, Staff Officers and Secretaries of 
Lodges. If you did not receive it by the 
beginning of September, go to the Grand 
Lodge website: https://nymasons.org/site/
committees-departments-programs/awards-
committee/ and you can obtain all of the 
information that you will need.

The committee thanks all of the Lodges 
that have sent in recommendations for their 
Brother to receive this coveted award. Those 
chosen to receive the DSA Award will receive 
notice of approval in late January from the 
Grand Secretary. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me for information. 

Take notice that as of 2017 contributions in the District have 
been considered equally with work in the Lodge as qualification 
for receiving a DSA. The chest medallion to be worn by DSA 
recipients has been a great success. This medallion is included 
in the DSA package provided to new recipients. All previous 
DSA recipients may wear this medallion as recognition of their 
work in the quarries. The cost is $20 per medallion and may 
be ordered through the Lodge Secretary from Lodge Services.

I want to impress upon you that there is a cutoff date for 
the Dedicated Service Award recommendation. The forms 
must be postmarked on or before November 12, 2021. 

There is a lengthy procedure in place with 
the committee voting on, the Grand Master 
approving and the required notifications 
being made for each recipient. We encourage 
the timely submission of the nominations for 
our distinguished Brothers.

The Community Service Awards (DeWitt 
Clinton, Jacob Morton and Grand Lodge 
Certificate of Excellence in Service to the 
Community) have no cutoff date and 
recommendations will be processed as they 
are received. The Lodge and DDGM will be 
notified within a short period of time if the 
nominee has been approved to receive one of 
the awards.

Please take notice of the Awards Committee’s 
webpage on the Grand Lodge website: https://
nymasons.org/site/committees-departments-
programs/awards-committee/. This page will 
give you information, requirements and forms 

for the various awards. The committee will also continue to 
provide information through its Empire State Mason article. 

Metropolitan Region: 
  RW Gregory Noulas, Vice Chairman and RW Joseph T. 
Entler
Mid-State Region:
  RW Thomas L. Jenison and W Alfred W. Fergerson
Hudson-Champlain Region: 
  RW Charles E. Knapp Jr. and RW Robert L. Hogan Jr.
Western Region: 
  RW William H. Greene and RW Douglas D. Airth

Riverhead Initiates
On Tuesday, June 1 Riverhead 

Lodge 645 conferred the Entered 
Apprentice Degree on three new 
candidates. We welcome our duly 
Initiated brethren into the Craft 
and encourage their long and active 
participation in Masonry.  

W Michael Sokel and Riverhead’s 
Ritual Team were hailed for their 
excellent ritual work during the Degree. 
Congratulations go to our new Brothers.
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Masonic Care Community
RW G. StEPhEN GEtMAN, 
president
Board of TrusTees of The MasoniC hall and asyluM fund 
315/894-5692
gsgesq@msn.com

The Daniel D. Tompkins Memorial Chapel stands out in 
many ways. Dedicated in 1911, it is the oldest building 

remaining on the campus of the Masonic Care Community 
in Utica. Visitors to the Chapel are greeted in the vestibule by 
Silence, regarded as famed sculptor Augustus St. Gaudens’s first 
commissioned work. Light streams into the chapel through 
magnificent stained glass windows. Five of those windows 
were created by Tiffany Studios. In 2004 the Trustees hired 
a fine arts appraiser to evaluate the windows, sculptures and 

some of the furnishings at the Masonic Care Community. As I 
reviewed the appraisal, I was surprised to learn that the Tiffany 
windows are not considered to be the most valuable. At the 
top of the list are the Zodiac stained glass in the 
ceiling and the center panel captioned Charity 
in the front of the Chapel.

The Chapel honors a distinguished Mason 
and public servant. It is well known that Daniel 
D. Tompkins served as Vice-President of the 
United States with President James Monroe 
(1817-1825), Governor of the State of New 
York (1807-1816) and Grand Master of Masons 
in the State of New York (1820-1822). He was 
Sovereign Grand Commander of the Scottish 
Rite Supreme Council, Northern Jurisdiction, 
until his death. Less well known were 
contributions he made at personal financial 
sacrifice. He advanced money which helped fund 
the Military Academy at West Point. During the 

War of 1812 he took out loans secured by his personal assets to 
help fund the defense of New York State when the Legislature 
refused to appropriate funds for this purpose. As Governor, 
Tompkins successfully urged the New York State Legislature 
to adopt a resolution setting a date to end slavery within the 
boundaries of New York State. He was a strong advocate for 
public funding of schools. The magnificent Chapel which 
stands as a centerpiece for the Masonic Care Community 
stands as a worthy Memorial to Most Worshipful Daniel D. 
Tompkins, a remarkable public servant and Mason.

In 2015 major work was done on Tompkins Chapel. The 
steeple, columns and roof were replaced. The clock and 
carillon were restored. One big project remains to restore the 
Chapel to its original grandeur. In 2015, an expert was called 
in to do necessary work on the pipe organ to get it ready for 
St. John’s Weekend. The verdict was worse than expected. 
“The current state of the instrument is one far beyond simple 
service and repair.” The decision was made to shut the organ 
down. Portable electronic replacement organs have been used 
ever since.

For many years those familiar with the pipe organ in the 
chapel have lobbied Grand Masters and Trustees alike to fix, 
repair or replace the organ. There is agreement that something 
needs to be done but little agreement on how best to proceed. 
A step forward has been taken by the Trustees. A special fund 
has been created which will be used only for the purpose 
of fixing, repairing or replacing the organ. Details about 
this special fund will be announced later this year. As the 
Trustees move forward with this project, we are aided by a file 
assembled by Past Grand Master Most Worshipful Carl Smith. 
Among the documents in the file is an evaluation dated 8 May Chapel Steeple

Zodiac stained glass ceiling

Continue on to page 29 – Masonic Care Community – Getman
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RW ROB RAFFLE 
executive Director
MasoniC Care CoMMuniTy of new york
315/798-4882
raffler@mccny.com

Masonic Care Community

As I write this in the summer at the Masonic Care 
Community, we are in the process of rebuilding following 

the pandemic and have been able to resume more of the 
activities that are so important to the people who live here. 
After more than a year of periods of isolation and separation, 
one of the best days at MCC was when residents were finally 
able to physically be with their loved ones. After many months 
of video visits and phone calls, residents were reunited with 
their friends and families and were able to exchange tears, 
laughter and joy together.

There were moments such as when Ron Edgar was finally 
able to hug his daughter Ronda Laquay for the first time 
after 390 days. Ron came to MCC as a resident of Wiley 
Hall and after a year he moved to the Health Pavilion. Before 
the pandemic Ronda and her family visited their dad every 
week. Ron, being a family man and one who always put his 
children’s needs above his own, missed his family deeply. This 
moment with his daughter Ronda meant everything to Ron, 
and Ronda’s happiness was overflowing, as well.

Our residents have also been able to more thoroughly enjoy 
our beautiful new Horticultural Center. In May the “Grow 
Getters” garden club was started. Residents from Wiley Hall, 
our adult care facility, come to the Horticultural Center 
every other week to help us grow lettuce and micro greens 
and to help transplant flowers for our outdoor spaces all 
around the campus. We also held a Father’s Day celebratory 
barbecue with hamburgers and hotdogs cooked on the outside 
grill. Strawberry shortcake dessert followed. Many Masonic 
Brothers attended and they greatly enjoyed not only the menu, 
but also being able to use the indoor/outdoor space that the 
Horticultural Center provides.

Our resident gardening programs also continued when 
residents from the Health Pavilion, our skilled nursing facility, 
participated in our annual Capital Courtyard garden planting. 

MCC staff and residents love this time of year and worked 
together to plant flowers and vegetables in our raised, outside 
garden beds. These gardens are available for our residents to 
tend and enjoy throughout the summer months and they are 
growing everything from peppers and tomatoes to beautiful 
plants and flowers. Residents are thrilled to be outside again 
and enjoying our 440-acre campus. 

These resident activities are important to our goal of 
supporting purposeful living for those seniors who live here 
at the Masonic Care Community. As we continue the process 
of resuming activities on our campus, we look forward to the 
brighter days ahead and continuing our work to ensure that 
our residents receive quality care provided with compassion. 
We thank our MCC donors, supporters and all the members 
of the Masonic Fraternity who continue to make our work 
possible.

Father’s Day Barbecue

Gardening Program

Ron Edgar and Ronda LaQuay
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As I am writing this article in June we have seen great 
changes at the Masonic Care Community in the first 

half of this year. We have an increased sense of optimism as 
resident visits and activities are opening and more people are 
once again visiting their loved ones on campus.

Our bike program is up and running and residents have been 
able to access our beautiful grounds spending time outdoors. 
It does feel as if we are in a year of rediscovery following some 
very challenging days and times.

Through it all, our donors and supporters have been 
with us and their financial gifts have helped us to continue 
our charitable mission and our work. Unfortunately, even 
philanthropy was impacted by COVID-19. Data has been 
published for last year and financial donations from living 

Americans increased just one percent year over year and shrank 
to its smallest share of overall giving in more than six decades. 
When you take out MacKenzie Scott’s extraordinary $6 
billion in gifts last year, donations from individuals (excluding 
bequests) actually dropped by nearly one percent.

Meanwhile, giving by companies plunged 7.3% as 
transportation, retail, hospitality and other parts of the business 
world faced pandemic turmoil. Russell James, a professor of 
charitable financial planning at Texas Tech University, said all 
the uncertainty of the past year meant that many companies 
thought, “Well, we need to take care of our own people first.”

While some donors did increase their financial contributions 
last year, in a recent survey 35% of Americans say they expect 
to donate less money to charitable causes in the coming year, 
or none at all. The survey found this is likely due to the 
tough economic climate. It also may be fair to say that donors 
suffer from the same “weariness” that affects so many people 
following the consequences of COVID-19.

That’s what makes our MCC donors and supporters 
special. From major donors to the everyday philanthropist, 
as supporters of the Masonic Care Community we are all 
members of one of the most important sectors of our society: 
the givers. Anyone can make a financial gift, which provides 
MCC with the greatest power to put that donation to work 
where it is most needed. All of us can embrace those deserving 
of support, do so proudly and feel confident that we are 
making a positive difference. 

We all know that unfortunately we cannot just turn 
a switch and go back to normal, especially for our most 
vulnerable population, the seniors we serve at MCC. In these 
uncertain times, we recognize and thank all of our donors and 
Brother Masons who continue to support the Masonic Care 
Community as your charity of choice. Your donation to the 
Masonic Care Community has never been more important, 
or more welcome.

MARA MuLLIGAN 
director of strateGic MarketinG and philanthropy
315/798-4703
mulliganm@mccny.com

Masonic Care Community

The Givers

Father’s Day Barbecue
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2002 by Will Headlee, Professor Emeritus of Organ, Syracuse 
University. Excerpted below is some of what Professor Headlee 
wrote:

What a delight it was to discover that organ and the 
beautiful chapel that houses it!  ….
First off, the present organ is of considerable historic 
interest in addition to a musical value way beyond 
any electronic organs I know. According to the plate 
on the console, “This organ was built and installed in 
1910 by Barnes & Buhl Organ Co. Harp added in 
1912 and Echo Organ 1917. Enlarged and equipped 
with Rochester Type Console in 1930 by Buhl Organ 
Co. Inc.”
The Buhl Organ Co. was the last of the builders in a 
Central New York or Utica School of organ builders 
that existed from mid-19th century to mid-20th 
century….
The organ in Tompkins Chapel is absolutely the best 
Buhl I’ve ever heard. 1910 was Buhl’s best period, 
using pipes made mostly by Anton Gottfried of 
Erie, PA (one of America’s finest pipemakers of that 
period) and the additions in 1910, 1917 and 1930 are 
thoroughly consonant with the 1910 plan….
The Tompkins Chapel organ is in poor shape 
mechanically. It’s in serious need of restoration 
and refurbishment, but it’s the mechanism, not 
the sound that needs attention.  I played the organ 
extensively, listened to Jack (the late RW Jack Ovitt, 
Grand Organist) play it, and toured the inside. The 
mechanical problems need to be fixed, perhaps with 

some replacement of chest mechanism and electrical 
switching, but I’d like best to see the tonal design 
unchanged and preserved as the finest (and perhaps 
only remaining) example of Buhl’s work in their best 
period. You have something of a jewel there, and it’s 
located in a jewel of a building. Treasure it.

There is much research to be done before the Trustees 
determine what form the pipe organ work will take and who 
will perform the work. The work has started to restore organ 
music in a way which will add to the magnificence of the 
Daniel D. Tompkins Memorial Chapel and its important role 
at the Masonic Care Community and in our Fraternity. 

Charity

Silence

Continue from Page 26 – Masonic Care Community – Getman
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It’s All About a Pin
By RW Daniel G. Lort
PDDGM 2016-2018

During the past sixteen months or so we have found 
ourselves somewhat house-bound. Things have now, 

thankfully, returned to near-normal but then we were unable to 
attend to our usual in-person Masonic duties and obligations. 
We found ourselves utilizing this extra time by catching up on 
a variety of things such as household repairs, individual sports 
such as fishing and hunting and re-connecting with loved 
ones. Some, like me, also found ourselves binge-watching 
Netflix series and spending probably too much time in front 
of the television set.

A few months ago, during the cold winter months, I found 
myself doing just that. Being a long-time fan of the Discovery 
Channel series, Gold Rush, I was at home in front of the 
TV. Set primarily in the Yukon and Alaska, it chronicles the 
search for gold by several groups of miners. Unable to cross 
the Canadian border at that time, one such new group was 
mining in Oregon for mine boss and former Army Special 
Forces medic, Fred Lewis. Lewis formed his cadre of novice 
miners from American heroes and combat-wounded veterans.

As I viewed a particular episode one afternoon I watched two 
of the miners in a heated discussion, fully expecting that the 
altercation might escalate. While it did not, I saw something 
familiar to me on the work vest of one the miners. I called my 
wife Maggie for a second opinion and she asked, “Is that a 
Masonic pin?” I froze the screen and got closer to inspect the 
pin. I then went to my drawer and found my Grand Master’s 
pin from 2016-2018 designed by Grand Master Jeffrey 
Williamson. While it sure looked similar, I was not yet 100% 
sure. 

Next, I put on my investigators hat and went to work. I 
first searched the IMDb website which lists the casts of 
pretty much everything related to TV, movies and celebrities. 
I found the full name of the cast member wearing the pin 
to be John Stanz who resided in Hamburg, NY in the Erie 
Masonic District. Having access to the New York Grand 
Lodge data base, by virtue of my membership on the GL Law 
Enforcement Committee, I discovered that there was indeed 
a New York Mason in good standing named John Stanz, who 
was a member of Living Stone Lodge 255. My next call was to 
MW Jeffrey Williamson to tell him of the possible discovery 
of someone wearing his pin on the Discovery Network while 
gold mining in Oregon. GM Williamson was a bit excited, to 
say the least, by the discovery and anxious to hear the rest of 
the story. 

I called John Stanz and, after identifying myself, asked if I 
had just seen him on the Gold Rush series wearing a NY Grand 
Master’s pin, to which he replied, “Yup, that was me.” He was 
quite astonished to have been identified by a tiny pin he wore 
in the wilds of Oregon while filming the series. He further 
explained that on the following episode he lost the pin while 
working and that he was, in fact, a member of Living Stone 
Lodge 255. 

As it turns out, Brother John Stanz is also known as retired 
Marine Raider Staff Sgt. John Stanz, who served with Fox 

Company, 2nd Raider 
Battalion . He was critically 
wounded in 2009 while 
serving in Afghanistan after 
an IED exploded under 
his troop transport vehicle, 
killing two and wounding 
three. Brother Stanz 
suffered severe head trauma, 
severe facial fractures, 
bruised right lung and other 
injuries. The doctors rated 
his chances of ever walking 
or talking again at near 
zero. Brother Stanz received 
two Purple Hearts for two 
separate combat injuries. 

After months of healing and subsequent discharge from the 
hospital, he finally made it home.

It’s all about a pin? We wear them, collect them, hoard them, 
sell them and trade them. It’s amazing how something as small 
as a Grand Master’s pin can be 
the catalyst to shine light on a 
story that so few were aware of, 
even in a Brother’s own Masonic 
District.

Grand Master Williamson 
and I met Brother Stanz for 
lunch in Buffalo this past April; 
Brother Stanz currently lives in 
Hamburg with his wife and new 
baby. We felt blessed to be in the 
company of a true American hero 
and Brother Mason. The Grand 
Master was pleased to present 
Brother Stanz with a replacement 
pin.

Brother John Stanz 
displaying his replacement 

GM Williamson pin.

(l-r) Brother John Stanz; RW Daniel Lort;  
MW Jeffrey Williamson. 

Brother John Stanz
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 Mrs. Gale Gould 35 Maple Street e-mail: ggould@nyiorg.org
 Supreme Inspector in NY Auburn New York 13021 Website: www.nyiorg.org

  Phone: 315/253-8206  : facebook.com@NY Rainbow

INTERNATIONAl ORDER of the 
RAINbOW FOR GIRlS in NEW YORk

While 2020 will always be remembered as “that” 
year, after an incredible 784 days in office, Grand 

Worthy Advisor Haley and the 2019-2021 Grand Officers 
of New York Rainbow were able to complete their voyage 
of  “Discovering Their Big Adventure” at our abbreviated, 
hybrid Grand Assembly sessions held May 22-23, 2021 in 
Middletown, New York. With only the Grand Officers and 
a few essential adults present for the maximum allowed 
attendance of fifty people, these amazing girls managed to 
adapt and adjust to get as much done in two short days as in 
normal times we would take four days to accomplish. 

Yes, there were some things we were not able to do. But 
to be able to gather together in person for the first time 
in almost fifteen months, along with the 188 people from 
across the state, country and world who registered to attend 
virtually, and get the job done and done well was the plan 
and the promise. Hopefully, we will never again face these 
challenges; but we discovered the strength within ourselves 
and with the love and support of so many we will no longer 
take for granted the people, places and organizations that 
make up who we are.

We then bade a fond farewell to yesterday to embark on a 
new journey leading us down a new path with new officers, 
ideas and enthusiasm. We were able to install our new Grand 
Worthy Advisor, Malea, and the 2021-2022 Grand Officers, 
who began their year reminding us that “Family is What You 
Make It”. Our family isn’t always blood, but the people in 
our life who want us in theirs; the ones who accept you for 
who you are and give you roots to stand tall and strong. We 
have much to do to change the waves of ohana (family) in 
our favor, but families are the compass that guides us, the 
inspiration to reach for new heights and our comfort when 
we occasionally falter. We hope to strengthen those bonds 
within our Masonic family throughout the coming year.

An organization should be measured by the culture it 
creates, how it encourages growth and the behavior and ways 
of thinking it inspires. We cannot get through a single day 
without having an impact on the world around us; what 
you do or don’t do makes a difference. It is up to you to 
decide what kind of difference that might be in the life of 
your Masonic youth. Get involved and let them become an 
important part of your family and life. 

Remember that on our own we are good; together we are 
great. On our own we are individuals; together we are a team. 
On our own we are strong; together we are powerful. On 
our own we are capable; together we can achieve greatness. 
I look forward to witnessing the greatness we can achieve by 
working together.
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 Kristina turri Email: OOTrianglesNY@gmail.com 
 State Director Website: www.OOTNY.org

 : Facebook.com : Twitter.com : Snapchat.com : instagram.com
 @OOTNY @ootrianglesny @ootrianglesny OOTrianglesNY
 @Triangle StateDirector   @OOTMYStateRep
    @TriangleStateDirector

ORGANIZATION OF TRIANGlE, INC.

Growth during a Pandemic
Our ritual is one of the most beautiful pieces of work that 

our Organization possesses. During the pandemic, we lost 
the ability to perform many of our Degrees and ceremonies 
from our ritual. We lost our ability to meet with each other 
face to face and in person and the ability to welcome new 
members. What we didn’t lose was our passion and drive to 
see the Triangles succeed. 

During the shut-down the membership learned to be 
creative and innovative and inspired others to learn more 
about the Organization of Triangles. They worked hard to 
showcase what each of their Triangles was made of, and invited 
friends and family to be a part of Zoom calls, movie nights, 
game nights and charitable activities they had planned. 

The Triangles accepted petitions for members, not knowing 
when they would have the opportunity to meet again in 
person, but held onto the hope that meetings were imminent. 
On October 25, 2020 the members of Bal-On-Sen Triangle 

in Syracuse, NY welcomed two new members during the brief 
time that the Triangles got to meet. 

Shortly afterwards, the shutdown came again. The Triangles 
went back to Zoom and virtual events. The Triangles had to 
wait a few more months before they would once again open 
up and have meetings. 

On February 26 and March 12 Cassiopeia Triangle in 
Amherst, NY welcomed seven new members into their 
Triangle, as well as two dual members from Lockport and 
Fidelity Triangles.  On March 5 Truth Triangle in Huntington, 
NY welcomed two new members into their Triangle. Then on 
May 28 Bal-On-Sen Triangle held one more initiation and 
welcomed three new members. A grand total of fourteen new 
members were brought in during the pandemic. The beauty 
of our ritual was sustained as the Triangles performed one 
initiation after another and showed growth during a pandemic.

More pictures on the next page at the bottom. 

Bal-On-Sen Triangle

Cassiopeia TriangleCassiopeia Triangle

Bal-On-Sen Triangle
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Truth TriangleTruth Triangle

Suffolk Orchestra Announces Director

Please help us welcome Metropolitan Youth Orchestra 
Alum, MYO Coach, and now MYO Music Director 

Felicya Schwarzman. Ms. Schwarzman will be leading our 
Suffolk String Orchestra beginning this fall. Congratulations 
go to the proud parents. VW Sam Schwartzman, Trustee of 
South Shore Long Beach Lodge 1126, is Felicya’s dad. 

Felicya Schwarzman is the Orchestra and Guitar Director at 
Half Hollow Hills High School East. Over the course of her 
time at Half Hollow Hills, she founded the 3rd grade String 
Program, the High School East Guitar Program and the Cello 
Choir. 

Felicya holds a Bachelor of Music Education from Ithaca 
College and a Master of Music Education, with an Advanced 
Certificate in Bilingual/Bicultural Education, from Teachers 
College, Columbia University. In 2021 she received the 
SCMEA Music Educator Innovator Award and her Guitar 
Ensemble was recognized in the Long Island Music Hall of 
Fame High School Recognition program.

Felicya is the President-Elect of NY-ASTA Chapter where 
she helped found the annual NY-ASTA CelloFest. Her 
experiences as a clinician include the SCMEA All-County 
Festival, NYSSMA Summer Conference and Universidad 
Sergio Arboleda. In these workshops she discussed her passion 
for non-traditional methods of playing the cello and how to 
develop contemporary ensembles in public schools. She also 
serves her local community as a SCMEA Festival Chairperson.

As a professional cellist and violinist she performs in 
the South Shore Symphony Orchestra. In addition, she 
has adjudicated and coached the NY All State Symphony 
Orchestra Cello Section. Felicya’s passion for music and 
language brought her to teach English through music in Italy 
at the Lombardy Montessori Bilingue School Summer Camp. 
She also volunteers for Musicians for the World and teaches 
private lessons in Spanish to students abroad who cannot 
afford lessons.

Felicya is a proud alumna of the Metropolitan Youth 
Orchestra of New York. She joined the MYO family as a 
violinist in 2007 and then as a cellist a year later. She started 
working behind the scenes as the MYO Summer Intern during 
college, and then as the Cello Coach for the Nassau String and 
Concert Orchestras. She is thrilled to continue working with 
MYO’s talented musicians.

Felicya Schwarzman
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NEW YORk DEMOlAY

DeMolay Convenes at Woodgate

The 54th annual New York DeMolay Convention took place 
from July 31 to August 3. What a blast! Thanks to the 

incredible generosity of the Trustees of the Masonic Hall and 
Home, New York DeMolay was able to utilize the Woodgate 
Camp once again for their convention. First utilized under RW 
Bruce N. Hazard, this venue provides an unparalleled fraternal 
and leadership experience for the young men of DeMolay. 

The DeMolays debated several legislative items relating to 
their governing documents and elected new state officers. 
Brother Brian Ramos of Knickerbocker Chapter is the 52nd 
State Master Councilor and Brother Jorge Hernandez of 
Mohawk Valley is Deputy State Master Councilor. Brother 
Gavin Johnson of Olean Chapter is Lakes Region Master 
Councilor; Brother Nicholas Heitmann of Trinity and 
Mohawk Valley Chapters is Rivers Region Master Councilor; 
Brother Robin Santos of Knickerbocker is now Metro Region 
Master Councilor. Brother Leonard Lao of Knickerbocker 
Chapter is State Treasurer; Brother RJ Larson of Richmond 
Chapter is State Marshal; Brother Aeden Bunch of Meridian 
Sun Chapter becomes State Chaplain. 

The convention saw Brother Michael Jordan of Ridge 
Council Chapter retire as State Master Councilor, while 
Brother JD Pepanio of Knickerbocker Chapter ended his term 
as State Scribe. The Sweetheart program saw Sisters Kaitlynn 
Marlowe and Za’reyah Brown retire as active Sweethearts; 
Sister Pearl Draves was unanimously elected for a historic 
second term as State Sweetheart. 

The DeMolay organization seeks to teach young people new 
skills and provide them with life-changing experiences. This 
weekend was an example. In partnership with the New York 
State Department of Environment Conservation, a workshop 
on how to fish was provided to the young men and several 

fished for the very first time. Many DeMolays learned to 
boat for the first time and were able to use the fleet of kayaks, 
wake boards and other boats available.  DeMolays also had 
the chance to build model rockets and learn some science, 
technology, engineering and math. Later they would test the 
rockets and see how far they went into the air.

The convention also provided the young men with a chance 
to express themselves creatively. They made tie-dye tee shirts, 
painted rocks and performed in the first-ever DeMolay Coffee 
House where they shared their artistic talents. 

To close convention the young men were able to hold an 
outdoor evening DeMolay Degree drama, complete with 
a bonfire. This was the first time in New York DeMolay 
Convention history that the Degree was done outdoors under 
moonlight and the stars. It was a very well-done presentation 
of the Degrees. 

If you know a young man who would have enjoyed this 
experience, please let us know. We would love to share 
DeMolay with him.  
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Extra DeMolay Items?  
Let NY DeMolay know

NY DeMolay is growing and expanding and 
we are in need of Chapter supplies. If your 

temple has old DeMolay items, NY DeMolay 

will be happy to take them and repurpose them. 
Please contact RW Peter Brusoe at PWBrusoe@
gmail.com.

A Paw-Fect Day
Remember when I urged members to purchase those 

parking signs for Veterans and Purple Heart recipients? 
Well, through your help and that of the Masonic War Vets 
we were able to donate two puppies that will be trained to be 
service dogs. This is a great demonstration of how your money 
goes directly to a veteran and will assist him or her. (By the 
way, we are $1,500 short of supporting a third dog.)

One of the pups is named Bruce—in honor of MW Bruce 
Widger, Past Grand Master. The other is Willie, for RW Willie 
Eisermann, MWV Commander General.

We were at AmVet in Smithtown, NY when they brought 
out one of their ambassadors. If you are wondering what we 
discussed, well, that is a “tail” for another day.

American Hero
Brother Leonard Jindra is truly an American Hero. 

Brother Jindra was part of the U.S. Army’s 29th Infantry 
Division—the  “29 Let’s Go”—which hit Omaha Beach on 
June 6, 1944 when Allied forces stormed German-controlled 
France. Approximately 2,400 U.S. troops were on that 
battlefront and we know the story of those lives that were lost.

Brother Leonard received three Purple Hearts, accumulated 
twenty-three surgeries and has lived with hearing impaired 
because of artillery fire. Today he still has great stories of 
meeting Patton and others. 

Floral Park Lodge sponsored some special celebrations for 
Brother Jindra, including a private dinner with the assistance 
of his son, Brother Lawrence Jindra. While Brother Leonard 
Jindra deserves a celebration every day, this one was his 100th 
birthday.
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Masonic Youth Committee
RW CARY S. COhN 
chairMan 
516/781-1157 
ccohn1127@aol.com

Brother Thomas R. Perry, Youth Committee member and 
member of Morning Star Lodge 524 in the Onondaga 

District, offered this timely reflection.
“Abraham Lincoln once said that ‘the most reliable way 

to predict the future is to help create it.’ I have been around 
the Masonic Fraternity all of my life and have seen what 
our Masonic family has done to develop and grow the next 
generation of leaders. I can honestly say that some of my 
best teachers were not in the classroom but rather from our 
Masonic family. They may not have taught me the Pythagorean 
Theorem or how to construct and write an essay. However, 
through my time in DeMolay I learned valuable life skills such 
as public speaking and time management. These and other life 
skills, which belong to no age or time, are essential tools we 
all use every day. Their dedication to the growth of our future 
leaders was one of the many reasons why I became a teacher. 
This was also why I wanted to serve on the Masonic Youth 
Committee: to give back to an organization and the Masonic 
Fraternity that has helped me become the person I am today. 

“As a Committee, we met recently to reflect upon our 
mission statement. What more can we do as a Committee to 
strengthen our Masonic Youth Groups (Rainbow, Triangle 
and DeMolay)? How can we help strengthen the relationships 
between our Masonic Youth Groups and our Lodges 
throughout New York State? How can we develop relevant, 
worthwhile leadership opportunities to help our young men 

and women later in life?
“Our new mission statement: 

Youth is the future of our fraternity and our world. 
Providing youth with worthwhile leadership and character 
development opportunities allows them to succeed in life, 
as well as have a positive opinion on the Masonic Fraternity 
and appendant bodies. The Masonic Youth Committee 
endeavors to strengthen our Masonic Youth Groups—
DeMolay, Rainbow and Triangle—through promotion, 
support, idea exchange and encouraging volunteerism by 
our brothers across the lodges and districts of New York 
State. We also seek to support and recognize youth serving 
organizations, their members, and their volunteers that 
share our Masonic values.
“The accomplishment of this mission statement will not be 

possible without the support of our Masonic Fraternity. If you 
have the opportunity, I am asking that you please consider 
visiting any of your local Masonic Youth Groups. Start by 
simply visiting a meeting or an initiation. You will be impressed 
by the leadership skills these young men and women possess, 
especially at such a young age. I have seen firsthand that our 
future leaders have so much untapped potential. I know that I 
would not be where I am today without the advisors and adult 
volunteers I met through DeMolay. We all have so much to 
offer to our future leaders. With the right guidance the future 
of our fraternity and our world will be in great hands.”

Cary Cohn
Chairman of the Committee of Youth
Grand Lodge Free & Accepted Masons
3604 Anita Lane
Wantagh, NY 11793. 

Dear Cary,
On behalf of Girl Scouts of Nassau County, I wish to thank you for honoring our seventy-nine 2021 Gold Award Girl Scouts.  

Each girl was thrilled to receive your pin and certificate. 
Thank you for your time you put into this and know that it is one of the special items that the girls receive. It is a true testament 

to the hard work and impact that these Gold Award Girl Scouts make in their community.  We are grateful for the Free & 
Accepted Masons’ willingness to acknowledge their work in such a wonderful way. 

Respectfully

Patte Conway
Program Manager

Thank you note from July 21, 2021
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Future of our Masonic Family
Our Masonic Youth organizations are constantly referred 

to as the Future of the Masonic Family. On June 5, 2021 
the Royal Arch Masons of New York held a reception for the 
Most Excellent Grand High Priest in Buffalo, New York. 
This year’s Grand High Priest, Mr. Brian Singer, is not only 
a Senior DeMolay but a strong supporter and advocate of all 
the Masonic Youth. 

Members of Cassiopeia Triangle No. 202 and the State 
Master Councilor for New York DeMolay were in attendance 
for this special event. Cassiopeia Triangle was invited to serve as 
greeters and ushered guests to their tables. For most members 
of Cassiopeia Triangle this was their first introduction to Royal 
Arch. With the help of Mr. Raymond Roché, Senior Advisor 
to the Order of Triangles and himself a Grand High Priest in 
2016, our young Ladies were introduced to many different 

dignitaries and spoke with some familiar leaders of the 
adult Fraternity, such as Grand Master Sardone and Deputy 
Grand Master Kessler. They also had the opportunity to meet 
Mr. James Drake, Deputy Grand Monarch of Grottoes of 
North America; Sir Knight Dennis S. Davis, Deputy Grand 
Commander of Grand Commandery; and Right Illustrious 
John A. Gallant, Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Council 
of Cryptic Masons. 

The relationship and support between our adult 
organizations and our youth organizations are so important. 
These young adults may someday join the Blue Lodge and 
concordant organizations, the Order of the Eastern Star or 
the Order of the Amaranth. Any one might become Grand 
Matron, Grand High Priest or Grand Master someday. 
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Activities of Shekomeko Lodge
The Brothers of Shekomeko Lodge 458 are excited to have 

recently adopted a two-mile stretch of roadway that runs 
through their hometown of Pleasant Valley. Members of our 
Lodge are highly dedicated and motivated to give back to their 
community in every way possible. 

(l-r) Brother Christopher Prunier, Brother Cesar Rios Sr.,  
Brother Kendall Moorehead, W Austin Dugger,  
RW James E. Leske Jr., RW Clinton E. Allen Jr., 

Brother Gregory Bagarozzi and W Ronald Wolken.

(l-r) RW Michael R. Siegel, RW James E. Leske Jr., 
Mr. Douglas Prunier, Mrs. Amanda Attile,  

RW Robert L. Hogan Jr.

Row 1 (l-r) Brother Kendall Moorehead, Brother Christopher 
Prunier, and Brother Gregory Bagarozzi

Row 2 (l-r) RW Clinton E. Allen Jr., W William Miller,  
RW Robert L. Hogan Jr., W Austin Dugger

Camera shy: Mr. Eric Hawlk, Mrs. Lorelei Miller, 
Mrs. Kristina Bagarozzi

Shekomeko Lodge 458, in Pleasant Valley, is proud to announce 
that Miss Maia Beaudry, granddaughter of W Zinas Mavedones, 
DSA, placed third in the annual Frank M. Totten Essay Contest. 
Miss Beaudry is a bright young lady who is going into her freshman 
year at the prestigious Vassar College this fall and is sure to continue 
to make her family and all of us very proud. W Mavedones also 
received a certificate from Grand Lodge acknowledging his many 
years of service to the Craft, including his time as a DeMolay youth. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic dragged on throughout 2020 
and into 2021, members of Shekomeko Lodge, their ladies and 
even some prospective members stepped up to the plate to do 
their part. In our little town of Pleasant Valley, NY is a very active 
Food Pantry, which was at one time overseen by our recently 
deceased and beloved Brother Frederick Kratzer, DSA. Since last 
May we have worked hard to uphold Brother Kratzer’s memory 
and have volunteered on a weekly basis to help feed the needy 
residents of our community. Brothers who have volunteered 
their time have all been presented with the Jacob Morton Service 
Award and our ladies and prospective members have received the 
DeWitt Clinton Service Award. 
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Smithtown Installs 
On Wednesday, June 9 the 

Brothers of Smithtown Lodge 
No. 1127 held a tiled meeting 
for the annual Installation of 
Officers of the Lodge. W William 
Mountzouros and his elected and 
appointed line of officers were 
installed in a lively ceremony that 
featured several attempts to install 
the current Lodge Secretary into 
his position for life. The well-
attended meeting was preceded by 
a fine collation and brotherhood. 
Congratulations go to Smithtown’s 
new officers.

New Officers Seated in Star of the East 
The Brothers of Star of the East 

Lodge 843 in Amagansett—
where the sun rises first on New 
York Masonry—installed their 
new line into their respective 
stations and places for the coming 
Masonic year on Thursday, June 
10. W Joe Lombardo will lead the 
Lodge and its brethren as Masonry 
returns to work.  

We congratulate the Lodge on 
its fine work of the evening. We 
wish the officers and brethren 
good luck in the new year.

Potunk Installs 

Potunk Lodge 1071 in Westhampton 
conducted its installation of elected and 

appointed officers on Thursday, June 17. W 
Jeremy Connor and his line will lead the Lodge 
as Masonry reemerges in full force as pandemic 
restrictions have been lifted.  

The ceremony was preceded by an 
excellent meal and included an excellent 
sip of Buffalo Trace bourbon, fresh from 
Kentucky. Congratulations and good luck 
go to the new officers.
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Using social distancing and other COVID precautions, we 
managed to have a Christmas event with a holiday train set up. 
This was provided by our Lodge’s RW Brother Kevin Faro and 
his wife. It was very popular.

Children were able to visit Emwee the Elf. They gave him 
letters to be delivered to Santa at the North Pole.

Santa answered every letter and invited the children to visit 
the Lodge just prior to Christmas to receive a special gift. 
Everyone wore a mask and distanced properly. 

Using the adjusted protocols from Grand Lodge, we Raised 
three new Brothers. These Brothers are now very attentive 
in the Lodge activities and participating in Road to the East 
training.

Our Lodge was unable to hold our annual fish fries. It was 
felt that it was more important to support local restaurants 
struggling to remain open. Instead, we waited until after 
Easter and for seven Sundays in a row we served dinners to-go 
in the afternoon and early evening. Although the project did 
not bring in as much income as the fish fries, it was very well 
accepted and used by the community. 

Our annual garage sale in May was our first big contact with 
the public. It was quite busy. On June 4 we held a spaghetti 
dinner to assist the granddaughter of a Lodge Brother with 
scholarship money for Nursing School. The dinner yielded a 
$1000 scholarship for her.

As all can witness, we at Wayne Lodge 416 have been 
working to fulfill the obligations of Masonry. We are 
continuing, unimpeded, to carry out our duty to ourselves, 
to our community and to the Great Architect of the Universe.

Lodge 416 Keeps Traveling East

The pandemic has taken its toll on many businesses, 
institutions and lives over the past year but the Brothers 

of Wayne Lodge 416, Ontario, New York have continued to 
travel East, doing all they can to support themselves, their 
families, their Lodge and the communities and organizations 
around them. Under the leadership of Worshipful Master 
Mark Sullivan the Lodge found ways to continue their duties 
and obligations without compromising the protocols put in 
place.

Not able to use the Lodge for meetings and functions, it was 
a perfect opportunity to complete upgrades needed to enable 
us to better serve the community. This included improvements 
in our kitchen and service areas.

The Lodge was used as a food collection site every Wednesday 
during the pandemic.  Donations helped to support the local 
Food Pantry, which is located in the rear of our building. We 
were also able to help other programs in the area in need. 
The Food Pantry was able to provide for many families every 
Monday night.

Granville Draws
NYS Reps

The Granville Dedication brought out many people, to 
include Senator Daniel Stec (right) and  

Assemblyman Matt Simpson (left).

It was terrific to have this official, governmental support for 
the Lodge’s historic event. It was also interesting to hear 

their support of bringing broadband to their areas. Broadband 
has become such a necessity in many ways. We have seen it in 
our own ranks, as well. Sadly, many of our members remain 
without broadband access.
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Connetquot Admits Officers

On Saturday, June 12 Connetquot 
Lodge 838 in Sayville installed 

its new officers for the upcoming 
Masonic year. In a well-attended public 
ceremony, Brother Avi Dicken was 
installed as Worshipful Master. He 
and Connetquot’s brethren are already 
preparing for the challenges ahead, with 
a full social calendar planned for the 
summer months. 

Following the meeting, Brothers 
and guests enjoyed a mouth-watering 
homemade Mexican fiesta for dinner. 
Congratulations go to W Dicken and 
the Brothers of Connetquot Lodge.

RW Brother Cary Cohn is one of the 
coaches for the Long Island adult 

baseball club named the Indians. They 

won their second playoff game last 
night with a score of 17 to 0.

Play Ball!!
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Masonic Medical Research INSTITUTE
RW ALvARO quIROGA
president
MMri Board of directors
917/833-9340
Aquiroga2004@yahoo.com

Find us on: 

DOD Recognizes Lupus Research

Systemic lupus erythematosus (lupus) is a common and 
devastating autoimmune disease with a prevalence of ~20 

to 150 per 100,000 people. It primarily affects minorities and 
women of child-bearing age, causing fatigue, joint pain, rash 
and fever. There is no cure for lupus and current treatments 
only work to improve symptoms. However, these strategies 
often have secondary, even devastating, side effects. Therefore, 
there is significant need and urgency to identify more specific 
and targeted therapies for this disease. 

Dr. Maria Kontaridis, Executive Director and Gordon K. 
Moe Professor at the Masonic Medical Research Institute 
(MMRI) aims to try to do just this, with support from a newly 
garnered Department of Defense (DOD) Lupus Impact 
Award. The grant totals $750,000. 

“We are grateful for this tremendous opportunity and are 
hopeful that the results of our work will have substantial 
impact, bringing better treatment options directly to patients. 
I am also deeply grateful to the Order of the Eastern Star and 
the support of the MMRI Board of Directors, for believing 
in this research and providing our lab the seed money needed 
to generate the preliminary data needed to prove feasibility of 
our studies,” said Dr. Kontaridis. 

Dr. Kontaridis’s program was one of only ten new promising 
scientific studies funded nationwide by the Research Program 
(LRP) within the DOD. Its aim is to generate innovative and 
impactful lupus research. Lupus advocates and the Lupus 
Research Alliance worked tirelessly to create this all-important 
research program, establishing it in 2017. 

Dr. Kontaridis’s project, entitled “Elucidating the Functional 
Mechanisms by Which the Protein Tyrosine Phosphatase 
SHP2 is Involved in the Pathogenesis of Systemic Lupus 
Erythematosus,” includes a collaboration with Dr. Vasileios 
Kyttaris from Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and 
Harvard Medical School. Dr. Kyttaris will provide MMRI 
with samples from lupus patients.

“Lupus results in an immunoreactive response where your 
own immune system recognizes your own cells as foreign 
and attacks them. Normally, it does this only when it detects 
something that does not belong to your own body,” said Dr. 
Samantha LeSommer, a Postdoctoral Fellow in the Kontaridis 
laboratory at MMRI. “I am very excited our lab has received 
this funding, as I am eager to begin working on understanding 
the causal mechanisms leading to the onset of lupus.”

While the precise mechanisms do remain elusive, scientists 

have hypothesized lupus occurs as a consequence of abnormal 
genetics (gene mutations), as well as by exposure to specific 
environmental factors (i.e., virus infections or x-ray exposure). 
“A person will have the genetic predisposition, which may or 
may not ever transpire, but the environmental component 
becomes the secondary hit, triggering the onset of the disease. 
Now we can begin to truly get to the root of the cause and 
understand not only what genes are involved, but also how 
they function to disrupt the normal regulatory processes of the 
immune system,” Dr. Kontaridis said. “Ultimately, the goal of 
our work is to figure out ways to improve the quality of lives.”

(l-r) Dr. Maria Kontaridis, Executive Director and
Dr. Samantha LeSommer, Postdoctoral Fellow,  

who will be assisting with the project.
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MMRI Intern Support
The Masonic Medical Research Institute held a ceremony 

for its interns. While it was a graduation, of sorts, all gave 
a review of their time with the Institute and how their efforts 
helped move science forward.

The interns are sponsored by Foundations, businesses and 
in one case, Utica Lodge. 

W William M. Denale  joined us and the intern the Lodge 
sponsored as we all wished them well.

Scandole Earns DSA

(l-r) W Michael Sokel, RW Matthew Dinizio, RW John Findlay,  
W Vincent Scandole, RW Kevin McCauley, and W Terry Maccarrone

Riverhead Lodge 645, after installing officers on Wednesday, 
June 16, gave a Dedicated Service Award to one of its 

hardest-working members. W Vincent Scandole was presented 
with the DSA in recognition of his many years of commitment 
to Riverhead Lodge and the Craft. RW District Deputy Kevin 
McCauley presented the award to W Brother Scandole. (right 
picture)

Riverhead Presents 70-year Apron
At the conclusion of its recent 

Installation of Officers, 
Riverhead Lodge 645 had the 
distinct pleasure of presenting a 
seventy-year apron to W Brother 
Jerome “Jerry” Shaw. Following 
the award presentation, W Brother 
Shaw was escorted to the East 
where he received Grand Honors 
from all present. At ninety years 
young, he thoroughly enjoyed 
the evening of brotherhood and 
fellowship with the Lodge and his 
family. 

(l-r) W Charles Monte, W Michael Sokel, W Jerome Shaw, RW Nicholas Mazzarella,
RW Kevin McCauley and W Terry Maccarrone
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          78 YEARS          

0613 Cleveland 
Donald E. Lord
0710 Ridgewood

James T. McCrary

          77 YEARS          

0552 HanCoCk

James E. Mills

          76 YEARS          

0001 St. JoHn’S
Harlan T. Haller

          75 YEARS          

0084 amSteRdam 
E. Norman McGrattan
0849 noRtH woodS 
Robert E. Harwood 

          74 YEARS          

0463 lamoka 
Jack Wood

          73 YEARS          

0586 advanCe SeRviCe mizpaH 
Harold L. Eisloeffel

          72 YEARS          

0049 wateRtown 
Robert L. Anthony

          71 YEARS          

0950 konoSioni 
Richard T. Lynch 

          70 YEARS          

0095 geneRal Sullivan 
William Haase Jr
0155 FRateRnal 
Morris G. Lucia Jr
0273 FRanCiS lewiS 
James M. Fraim Jr
0822 lynbRook-maSSapequa 
William A. Pitt

          65 YEARS         

0044 evening StaR 
James R. Collingwood
0223 Roman-HatHeway 
Cameron R. Johnston Jr
0396 depoSit 
Robert Owens
0589 nauRaSHank 
Bruce W. Cameron
0772 ReSCue 
Clarens R. Wagner
0892 queenSboRo 
Thomas W. Mckee
1066 HaRRy S tRuman 
Irwin W. Clements 

          60 YEARS          

0019 midwood FoRtitude 
Michael D. Sparago
1016 FloRal paRk 
William J. Corbett Sr.
1116 abRavanel
Barry Cohen

          55  YEARS          

0141 eRie Canal 
David E. Hazer
0177 bingHamton 
Paul D. Mittan
0203 munn 
Michael E. Margaretten
0252 olean

Bruce Blackman
0262 pHoenix 
Raymond L. Sanders
Merle E. Van Note
0386 JoRdan 
Melvin J. Marshall
0533 Round Hill 
Robert G. Muir
0555 
    yoRktown-diamond-tHiStle

David J. Tauber
0647 auRoRa gRata-day StaR 
Alexander C. Stuart
0737 guttenbeRg 
Jerry G. Albert
0917 ima 
Stephen R. Berg
Leonard Kanchuger
1188 RenaiSSanCe 
Arthur R. Bird
Max C. Ross

          50 YEARS          

0009 unity 
Joseph P. Gontier
0178 CoRneRStone 
Louis R. Rosenthal
0602 iRoquoiS 
Ronald Jackson
0649 RobinSon 
Barry L. Cornell
1911 ani no. 11 
Garabet G. Takvorian

Years of Service

Open to visitors
Mr. Daniel Ford and Mrs. Enid 

Parkinson Ford stopped by the 
Grand Secretary’s Office this past June. 
RW Martin Richards of the Grand 
Secretary’s Office met and escorted them.

Mrs. Ford’s father, Brother Robert 
Parkinson, was a member of Roome 
Lodge 746 from 1927 until his death in 
1978. Roome Lodge 746 is now a part 
of Matinecock Lodge 806 in the Nassau 
District. (Mrs. Enid Parkinson Ford was 
a former member of Floral Park Triangle.) 

The Fords recently came across some 
old documents, communications and 
memorabilia of Brother Parkinson 
and Roome Lodge 746 and wanted to 
donate them to the Chancellor Robert 
R Livingston Library and Museum. RW 
Richards arranged for them to come into 
the office and meet the Grand Secretary. 

(l-r) Mr. Daniel Ford, Mrs. Enid Parkinson Ford and RW Martin Richards
pose with Grand Lodge banner.
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The Education Assistance Program presentations are back. 
As we inch our way back to in-person events, we launched 

our first in Utica, NY. Leaders of Scottish Rite and Royal Arch 
joined us with their presentations, as well.

Once again, a special thanks goes to the Trustees of the 
Masonic Hall and Home, who provide the funds to children 

and grandchildren of Masons. Special recognition is due to 
RW Christopher Hough who singlehandedly worked with the 
staff in our Trustees office for a flawless program.

Want to know more about this great opportunity? Go to 
nymasons.org and click Education Assistance Program. You 
will see an addition which is being made to Master Masons.

Grand lodge Educational
 Assistance ProgramRW ChRIStOPhER J. hOuGh 

chairMan 
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Winslow Honored
Brother David A. Winslow was Raised in Eastern Star 

Lodge (now Franklin Lodge, Second Manhattan District) 
on December 2, 1970. He was recently recognized at his home 
in Naples, Florida, where he received his fifty-year certificate, 
pin and commemorative apron. MW William Thomas, 
Past Grand Master, made the presentation with RW David 
Schneeweiss and RW Richard Springer; Brother Winslow’s 
wife Doravale looked on in appreciation. 

The fifty-year apron is sponsored by the Masonic Medical 
Research Institute, of which RW Schneeweiss is Board 
Chairman. Franklin Lodge Secretary RW Springer presented 
the pin and letter from MW William M. Sardone, Grand 
Master.

Brother Winslow is a retired US Navy Chaplain. His 
petition was sponsored by RW Norman Vincent Peale. 
Brother Winslow vividly recalls the details of his Raising by 
the members of the Police Square Club, each of whom signed 
his Masonic Bible. MW Thomas also presented a copy of the 
Police Square Club minutes, compliments of Brother Rich 
Araya of the Police Square Club.

The afternoon passed quickly as Brother Winslow spun 
stories of his US Navy experiences and life as a Navy Chaplain. 
He also spoke with great love and reflection on his good 
friend and Brother Norman Vincent Peale. He expressed his 
sincere thanks to Franklin Lodge Worshipful Master Gerard 
Zoehfeld, MW Sardone and the MMRI for the beautiful 
commemorative apron. 

(l-r) MW William Thomas, RW David Schneeweiss, 
Brother David A. Winslow and RW Richard Springer

(l-r) MW William Thomas, Brother David A. Winslow
 and his wife Doravale

Fifty-year Certificate for 
Brother David A. Winslow

Meeting notice for 
Eastern Star (now 
Franklin Lodge), 

December 2, 1970

Police Square 
Club minutes re: 
conferral of the 

MM degree
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70 years (plus one)
Dunkirk-Irondequoit Lodge 301 presented a 

seventy-year apron, certificate and pin to W 
Walter A. Hamlin. Walter is 93 years old and has always 
been one of the most active participants in Lodge. 
This year will actually be his seventy-first anniversary 
but due to COVID restrictions and delays, this is the 
first chance the Lodge was able to get back to meeting 
safely, post-vaccination, to honor their Brother. 

Brother Walter was also presented with a cake to 
celebrate and thank him for his service and dedication 
to the Craft. Pictured (left to right) are W Mark Odell, 
Master of Dunkirk-Irondequoit 301; W Walter A. 
Hamlin, Past Master; and RW Richard D. Newton, 
District Deputy Grand Master of the Chautauqua 
District. 

Creamery at Cazenovia 

In 2015 Cazenovia Lodge 0616 opened their new Lodge 
building at 2836 US Rte. 20 East. The left quarter of the 

building was office space, which they hoped to lease as income 
property to help defray the cost of taxes and utilities. In 2019, 
after failing to lease, they came up with the idea to turn the 
space into an ice cream stand. Scenic U.S. Route 20 was the 
original highway between Albany and Buffalo before the 
Interstate System and is still used often because of its more 

relaxed and scenic atmosphere. When a survey determined 
that over 2000 cars pass by every day it was decided to give 
it a go.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, everything got delayed 
until September 2020. The Grand Opening took place on 
May 29, 2021. So far it has been a great success. Since the 
Lodge is actually in the town of Nelson, the name is Nelson 
Creamery.

New Officers for Jephtha 
On Monday, June 14 Jephtha Lodge 494 

installed its new line of Lodge officers 
into their respective stations and places with 
more than sixty visiting brethren and guests in 
attendance. The ceremony was highlighted by 
W Jeremiah Campbell’s gracious speech. He 
individually thanked the many powers behind 
the scenes—the wives of Jephtha’s Masons. 
These women support and assist the Lodge 
in all of its efforts. W Brother Campbell’s 
enthusiasm and ebullient personality captivated 
the Lodge room, bringing high praise from 
those in attendance.
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Visitors from out of town
Grand Secretary RW Richard Schulz presented RW Svetoslav 
Stankov his Commission as the Grand Representative of  
New York near the United Grand Lodge of Bulgaria.  
RW Svetoslav is a member of Kane Lodge 454 as well  
as the United Grand Lodge of Bulgaria.

Brother Danijel Pantic of the Regular Grand Lodge
 of Serbia presents a complimentary copy of the 
history of the Regular Grand Lodge of Serbia to 

Grand Secretary RW Richard Schulz.

RW Angelo Tartaglia, Grand Representative of Louisiana 
near the Grand Orient of Italy, visits with our Grand Secretary, 
RW Richard Schulz. The Brothers pose with a portrait of 
our Grand Master, MW William Sardone.

Riverhead Takes New Officers
Riverhead Lodge 645 installed its duly 

elected and appointed officers for the 
ensuing year on Wednesday, June 16. In a 
well-attended ceremony that featured more 
than eighty Brothers and guests in attendance, 
RW Matt Dinizio and the Installing Team 
shepherded the officers into their chairs. W 
Terry Maccarrone and the Brothers of 
Riverhead look forward to the upcoming year 
and the many challenges ahead.  

In addition to the installation ceremony 
and a great meal, the evening was punctuated 
by the presentations of a Dedicated Service 
Award apron to W Vincent Scandole and a 
seventy-year apron to W Jerome E. Shaw (see 
related articles). Congratulations go to all.
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Veterans Night at Suffolk OES

The Grand Master and Grand Secretary attended 
a Veterans Night on June 22, which was hosted 

by Aday Chapter 22, Order of Eastern Star in 
the Suffolk District. RW Renay Fetscher, Worthy 
Matron of Aday Chapter, organized the event. The 
program honored our veterans and included a food 
drive with a speaker from Island Harvest. 

The night was well attended, with approximately 
seventy-five on hand. These included Suffolk 
District Deputy Grand Master Kevin McCauley 
and additional District leaders. VW William Arnold 
is Assistant Grand Lecturer for Suffolk District and 
a member of the Masonic War Veterans. Brother 
Arnold spoke on behalf of the veterans present.
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l’Union FranÇaise  N°17
71 wesT 23rd sTreeT,
18Th floor, Box k5,
new york, ny 10010

DSA to Gagnioud, 25-, 35- and 40-year Quinquennials 

On Tuesday, June 15, during an excellent evening of 
fraternal companionship, Worshipful Master Matthew 

Tulloch of W Lodge L’Union Française N°17 presented W 
Jean-Marc Gagnioud with his Dedicated Service Award apron 
and certificate. The ceremony took place in the presence of 
Brothers gathered in the French Doric Room on the 10th Floor 
of our Grand Lodge building in Manhattan. 

W Jean-Marc Gagnioud, DSA, was Initiated an Entered 
Apprentice on April 15, 2008, Passed to the Degree of 
Fellowcraft on November 18, 2008, Raised to the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason on June 15, 2009. He served as 
Worshipful Master of L’UF17 in the year 2013-2014.

W Jean-Marc Gagnioud demonstrated his dedication to his 
Worshipful Lodge when he created the website for L’Union 
Française N°17 ten years ago. Since, he has photographed, 
edited, titled and uploaded hundreds of old documents dating 
back to July 13, 1789. This huge task attracted the attention 
of many international historians who were researching the 
presence of French Freemasonry in New York, particularly in 
the early days of the 18th and 19th centuries. These scholars 
reproduced, with our permission, facts and documents in their 
own books and articles published in Europe; the material also 
resulted in articles by the Scottish Rite Research Society and 
American universities. 

The high quality of his work has also brought many 
compliments from Trustees and administrators of the Robert 
R Livingston Library and Museum. The website can be found 
at www.unionfrancaise.org. 

During the same evening W Matthew Tulloch presented the 
quinquennial certificates and pins that had been awarded by 
the Grand Lodge of New York. Three members attended in 
person: RW Philippe Hiolle, forty years of membership, Past 
Master of L’Union Française and Past Grand Representative 
of the State of Louisiana; W Armand Cosquer, DSA, thirty-
five years of membership, Past Master and Past Secretary 
of L’Union Française N°17; W Didier Virot, DSA, twenty-
five years of membership, Past Master and Past Treasurer of 
L’Union Française N°17.

It is also worth noting that RW Etienne Merle, four times 
Past Master of L’Union Française N°17 and Past Grand 
Representative of the Grand Loge Nationale Française, 
was awarded the coveted white apron for his fifty years of 
membership. Brother Merle is retired in Ithaca, New York and 
could not be present to receive it in person. The certificate, 
pin, and apron will be delivered to him as soon as possible.

(l-r) RW Philippe Hiolle, forty years; W Matthew Tulloch,  
W Alain Machu.

(l-r) W Armand Cosquer, DSA, thirty-five years, 
and W Matthew Tulloch.
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(l-r) W Didier Virot, DSA, twenty-five years, 
W Alain Machu.

(l-r) W Alain Machu, W Jean-Marc Gagnioud, DSA, 
RW Francis Dumaurier.

From the Webmaster
BROthER kENNEth JP StuCzYNSkI 
WeBMaster
nyMasons.org 
716/241-1329 
master@kentropolis.com

I remember a ritual allegory where the brethren go off in 
search of what has been lost and at the end of the evening 

are asked if they found what they were looking for. The answer 
was that they had not; but in their search they had acquired 
tools to aid them in their search. We ourselves have journeyed 
through a dark year of pandemic, unrest and division. What 
have we been searching for? Did we find it? What tools have 
we obtained or lessons have we learned?

Many of us weren’t searching but still discovered that which 
we were missing. American life has always been known for 
its frenetic pace, a disdain for idleness and—as Alexis de 
Tocqueville noted—a lack of a place to sit in many of our 
public spaces, for just that reason. And yet many of us were 
sidelined and sequestered, perhaps pausing a streak of social 
habits and obligations that went unexamined for far too long. 
Maybe we read a little more, exercised a little more and rushed 
about from one appointment to another a lot less.

Did we find peace? Did we find rest? Did we refresh our soul 
or squander it with vices and online debates that nobody can 
win? Maybe we checked on loved ones or Brothers or Masonic 
widows for the first time since forever. Have we grasped new 
virtual tools to bring people together regardless of distance 
and accessibility? Did we realize we could live without being 
out every night and discover what (and who) we miss and 
what (and who) we do not? My own scorecard could have 

been better but I learned a lot about myself and my priorities.
I’m not going back to the way things were. Neither are most 

people. People are rejecting the idea of driving to work or 
meetings to do what can be done from home, or accepting 
low wages for jobs that sap life out of them. Some have 
tasted free time for the first time in years and it’s a wake-up 
call. Will people continue to attend Masonic events out of 
habit or sense of obligation, or will they have to be provided 
more satisfaction than refreshment and rest? Questions of 
administration, productivity and efficiency are no longer 
pragmatic but personal.

If we think the same rules apply to the workplace or the 
Lodge as two years ago, we are in for a rude awakening. We 
may have to explore virtual rituals. We may even figure out 
how to digitally ballot on Masonic matters, allowing for 
greater access to important decision making. Most of all, we 
can’t pretend it has to be done as it always has. We only have 
to decide what is prudent and what is not. Regular virtual 
access to non-tyled gatherings is the new baseline to expect 
participation.

Have you examined what is important in your life and what 
is important in your Lodge? What lessons or tools have you 
discovered? And more importantly, will you use them?
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Grand lecturer
RW RIChARD FRIEDMAN, 
Grand lecturer
richddgm1@gmail.com

Will Masonry Survive?  
Battle Between Excellence and Mediocrity

My Brothers, as Grand Lecturer I am communicating with 
Brothers throughout the jurisdiction on a daily basis. A 

series of recent phone calls from the AGLs raised a red flag 
for me as a Brother who loves the Craft with all his being 
and who wants to see Masonry still be a viable Craft for his 
grandchildren.

The calls centered on their observations that Lodges feel it 
is permissible and just fine to read the ritual out of the book 
to the candidates in Degrees and even in opening and closing. 

This lack of effort belies and undermines what Freemasonry 
is in the modern world. My fear is that we have adopted 
making it easy as our standard modus operandi. My Brothers, 
if this continues we will lose our work entirely and eventually 
watch actors portray the ritual via video. 

We cannot let this happen and here is why:
It all begins with the most basic form of understanding 

what Freemasonry is and what its purpose is. Masonry is a 
continuous improvement program for our brain, heart and 
soul.

Masonry is supposed to be a way of life that teaches us that 
living within the guidelines of the ritual we can get the most 
out of the gifts that the Great Architect has imbued in all of us.

It is supposed to be a daily challenge to get better in your 
life, a daily reminder that self-improvement never ends and 
that life is what you make it.

We all should have been aware that when we took our 
obligations we were promising to live a life that is a cut above 
normal society. We commit ourselves to a Masonic way of life 
that includes brotherly love, relief and truth—items that are 
always in short supply in the profane world.

One of the first things any Entered Apprentice learns is the 
need to subdue his passions and improve himself in Masonry. 
It does not say, Let’s pull to the lowest common denominator, 
let’s be average, let’s not ever be a cut above in society. In fact, 
it urges us to bid men come to our level but refuse to descend 
a single step to them. 

If our goal is to become average then do we really need 
Freemasonry or the ritual at all? Why be selective in 
membership when anyone can be average. We would have to 
change the ritual dramatically if average is the goal.

As we no longer build in the operative sense as a Craft, the 
work of Freemasonry in modern times is the effort to live our 
lives by incorporating the ritual into everything we do. That 

is how we make good men better and improve ourselves in 
Masonry. You cannot align with the great rank and title of 
Freemason if you do not know the work. 

Imagine this scenario, my Brothers. After a tough day at 
work you come home and say to your lady, “Hey, honey, let’s 
go to the most mediocre steakhouse in town and when we are 
there let’s ask for the most mediocre waiter. After dinner let’s 
go see the most mediocre movie ever made.”

She would think you slipped your trolley because no one 
pays for mediocre. There is nothing special about being 
average, nothing unique about doing just enough to get by.

It seems as though the ritual has become unimportant to 
many, as evidenced by rendering it with little or no pride in 
achievement. That drive and fire to do our work correctly has 
got to be re-kindled lest we lower the bar so far that there is 
no desire to work hard and sacrifice to do the work properly.

I want to go on record to congratulate those Lodges that 
are trying their hardest to do the right thing in the right way. 
Keep on keeping on and the hard work and passion will pay 
off in spades. I, and others, have had the experience of taking 
a Lodge that was dead in the water and making it into a 
great place to be. I have surveyed the other Lodges who have 
experienced a new life and there are several commonalites in 
each experience, be it urban, suburban or rural. Every one of 
those Lodges put doing great ritual work high on their list of 
things that needed to be accomplished. They understood that 
the teamwork involved in doing our work would bring men 
closer together in a common goal of understanding the Craft 
which they joined. In other words, where there is a Masonic 
will there is a Masonic way.

Over the years I have watched us allow mediocrity to 
become acceptable. We are OK with good enough. This 
leads to mediocre-to-poor ritual, mediocre Lodge meetings, 
mediocre Lodge communications and mediocre motivation to 
fix the problem. This outlook is becoming more and more 
prevalent in the Craft.

When did the Craft decide that mediocrity would be 
acceptable? I saw it happen. We became so worried about 
numbers that we gave away our goal of quality and excellence 
in all we do. When you make things easier it does not motivate, 
challenge or inspire men. That is the core objective of what 
we call Freemasonry. The thought was to lower the bar, to 
make everything easy so that we could bring in new men to 
the Craft. 
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When easy is the goal you attract people unwilling to work 
hard and sacrifice and they get upset when things are not 
handed to them on a silver platter. We are not imbuing them 
with the desire and passion to be great workmen in the quarry. 
The overall goal of self improvement is what our purpose is: 
learning how to become better men who try to improve the 
world around them. We need to imbue them with the pride 
of their ritual heritage and the incredible achievements of the 
men we call Brothers. They need to take pride in the fact that 
the Craft they belong to has outlived every threat made against 
it.

That brings us back to the issue of open books in Lodges 
while open, with Brothers who do not consider memorization 
to be all that important. When you memorize something, it 
becomes a part of you and it is yours forever. I would bet my 
life savings that I could wake up any of you at 0300 and you 
would be able to recite the Pledge of Allegiance or sing the 
National Anthem. Why? When we were kids we recited it 
every day and now it lives in all of us.

The great novel and movie Fahrenheit 451 imagines a world 
where books are banned and the only information available is 
provided by big brother over a television set. The job of the 
firemen in that world is to root out and burn books. Citizens 
were jailed for reading and having their own opinions about 
things.

A group of rebels took to the hills and each person committed 
to memorizing a single book to keep it alive for the rest of 
civilization. The children of these families took on that book 
so that it could not be shunted to the annals of history and 
disappear. 

Our Masonic process is designed to impress upon the mind 
wise and serious truths. Through a succession of ages are 
transmitted unimpaired the tenets of our institution. We must 
keep that legacy alive for future generations.

I know nothing about the building trades; if you threw me 
into a building and wanted me to do the job, I would not 
know what to do. But if I were eager to succeed I would learn 
everything about it to become proficient and maintain my 
self-respect. Too often this is not what is happening out there 
in our Craft. The basics are being sacrificed on the altar of 
easy. 

Summary statement: Ritual books are never to be open in 
Lodge and the ritual is not to be read. Period, end of discussion.

Have we fallen so far down that we don’t understand that 
playing to the lowest common denominator goes against 
everything the Craft teaches? Have we become so lazy that 
we refuse to put the effort in to improve ourselves the way the 
ritual enjoins us to do? If we have, then what are we doing 
here? What can we do?

Find your pride again. Look in the mirror and have a serious 
talk with yourself. Do you get the fact that when you took 
your obligation to God it meant to live a harder life than men 
who are not in the Craft? 

We have always held ourselves to a higher standard, thereby 
giving the Craft the luster of respect and integrity that makes 
it the great institution. Do we surrender, run up the white 
flag and call “Uncle” because we can’t be bothered to learn the 
Craft that we joined?

I am asking all of the Brothers who still care to redouble their 
efforts to fight against the stain of mediocrity. Take on the 
great task of knowing the work and committing to memory. 
Then and only then will we be living up to our obligations. 
We can do it and maintain the sanctity of the Craft. We have 
the talent and the tools within each of us to do the right thing.

Gung Ho

DD Bestows DSA 

(l-r) W Ralph Amador, W William Mountzouros, W Stu Smith,  
RW Kevin McCauley, RW Matthew Dinizio

On Wednesday, June 9 RW District 
Deputy Kevin McCauley presented W 

Stu Smith with his Dedicated Service Award 
proclamation and apron. W Smith is not only 
an extremely active Brother of his Lodge, but 
also works throughout the District and with 
other Masonic bodies. The DSA is the highest 
honor that a Lodge can confer on one of its 
members and is a testament to his many years 
of hard work. 
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South Shore Long Beach Installs

On Wednesday, June 23 the ceremony of Installation of 
Officers for South Shore Long Beach Lodge 1126 was 

held at the Scottish Rite hall in Rockville Centre. W Frank 
Sforza and his officers were installed in their proper stations 
and places in an excellent ceremony.  

The evening was highlighted by a brief interruption when 
the Master-elect auctioned his ponytail to charity for children 
with cancer. The Master’s mother outbid all others for the 
privilege of clipping off his locks. The auction generated over 
$350 in donations and congratulations are due to all.

What? Another Lodge?

Yes! Say hello to Widow’s Sons Lodge, UD. A presentation 
of the Dispensation was made in the Richmond District to 

Charter Members of the latest Lodge in New York.
Lest you think you need a motorcycle to join, you do 

not. We have Lodges that include a preponderance of chefs, 

electricians, entertainers, lawyers, etc. Each of these Lodges, of 
course, has members who do not possess those skills. But they 
enjoy the camaraderie and in some cases are inspired by the 
professional members in these Lodges.
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